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2009 calls on social workers ï the needs for our profession and for social services 
are rising quickly. The present financial crisis underscores the general needs 
mirrored by the vulnerability among a growing number of citizens. The financial 
crisis shall be challenged at many levels, also beyond the 
social work profession, while social workers have an 
important role in combating the cases of unemployment, 
lack of income and higher living costs. This calls on more 
social workers on duty and in employment. 

 

The World Social Work Day (WSWD) on 17 March 2009, 
where the global theme is 'Social Work and Social 
Development: The Agenda', you may choose to reflect 
upon the positive roles of social workers combating some 
of the outcomes of the present financial crisis. Everybody 
can join in World Social Work Day - it belongs to us all. By 
making your own national/local arrangements for this day 
you become connected to the world of social work ð all 
we ask is that you let IFSW know about your plans and 
that you send us a report. 

 

Well in place, 2010 is named the European Year for 
Combating Poverty and Social Exclusion. Although our position is to work against 
social exclusion and poverty every day and every year, IFSW Europe will pay a 

special interest towards how the European Union with a budget of ϵ 26 million will 

facilitate this event, said to: 

¶ Recognise the rights and capacity of excluded people to play an active part in 
society;  

¶ Underline the responsibility of everyone in society to tackle poverty; 

¶ Promote social cohesion and disseminate successful practices on inclusion; 

¶ Reinforce the commitment of all major political players to take more effective 
actions. 

 

IFSW Europe facilitated four seminars across Europe during October and 
November 2008 to discuss the IFSW Europe project on Standards in Social Work 
Practice meeting (Human) Social and Economic Rights. More than 20 countries 
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At a recent executive 

meeting in Lisbon we 

found ourselves near 

this café which looked 

like it had named itself 

especially for our visit!  



were engaged in intensive discussions on this theme, a theme which everybody 
could relate to, although sometimes with different approaches based on different 
conditions and context. The preliminary reports from the seminars are now 
available at the IFSW Europe blog at www.ifsweurope-ifsweurope.blogspot.com ï 
and an update on the project will be presented during Delegates Meeting in April 
2009 and there will also be a Symposium on the project during the Dubrovnik 
Conference. 

 

Speaking about the Dubrovnik Conference on April 26-29, the major event for 
IFSW Europe in 2009, also being the 1

st
 Joint ENSACT Conference. The 

conference has received more than 200 papers, many very interesting papers 
within the conference theme Social action in Europe: different legacies & 
common challenges? , and all presenters have received a reply if they were 
accepted or rejected. We are now looking for participants, 567 have now 
registered for the Conference, we are still hoping to receive 200-300 more 
registrations. Do register at www.social2009.org   

 

Cooperation with other bodies at the European level are constantly developing, 
the cooperation within ENSACT is one approach, cooperation with Social Platform 
(on EU issues) is another. IFSW Europe has applied for ordinary membership of 
the Social Platform, hoping to be accepted at their General Assembly (on April 24, 
2009). Being a member of Social Platform will bring us closer to fellow partners all 
committed to the advancement of the principles of equality, solidarity, non 
discrimination and the promotion and respect of fundamental rights for all.  

 

In relation to the Conference of INGOs at the Council of Europe, we have recently 
developed the IFSW Europe involvement, as Antonina Dashkina was elected vice
-chair of the INGO Committee of "Social cohesion and eradication of poverty". 
Congratulations to Antonina and our Council of Europe representative Gabriele 
Stark-Angermeier for this exciting result. In the coming months we will consider 
how to facilitate and prioritise this new position. 

 

The Executive Committee has ongoing contact with a number of member 
countries, this may relate to good news, conferences, professional developments, 
anniversaries, etc., but also critical stories. In autumn 2008 the Executive 
Committee learned that despite the Government of Turkey is aiming at showing 
full support to civil society, the president of the Turkish Association of Social 
Workers Mr. Murat Altuggil was appointed to another province without his 
application or demand. In support of the Turkish Association and the civil rights of 
Mr. Murat Altuggil a letter was forwarded to the Minister of State Ms. Nimet 
Cubukcu. 

Therefore, letôs be in contact, also in 2009 é 

Nicolai Paulsen 

IFSW Regional President for Europe 

E-mail: vpeur@ifsw.org 

Cell phone: + 45 23 33 52 94 

Web: www.ifsw.org 
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Register now 

for the first 

joint ENSACT 

conference at 
www.social2009.or

g 

Congratulations 

to Antonina 

Dashkina and 

Gabriele Stark -

Angermeier on 

their work with 

the Council of 

Europe.  

http://www.ifsweurope-ifsweurope.blogspot.com
http://www.social2009.org
mailto:vpeur@ifsw.org
http://exchange.dsh-o.dk/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://exchange.dsh-o.dk/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.ifsw.org/


This is the first time we have worked together as editors of the European Social Worker: We would 

like to thank:  

¶ The Executive Committee and all member organisations of the IFSW Europe for their work and 

 contributions.  

¶ Anthea Agius for her advice on editing and formatting the ESW.  

 

In bringing this edition together we wondered whether a central theme would emerge with 

contributions from so many different member countries. What has become clear is that there are two 

underlying themes to all the content ð poverty and social injustice. This demonstrates that these are 

central themes in social work all around the region. Social workers, wherever they work, challenge 

poverty and injustice on a daily basis in trying to òMake a Differenceó. Working through the 

contributions we have received, learning about the challenges member organisations face and 

celebrating their successes has made us proud to be a part of our profession. We hope you enjoy 

reading this edition as much as we have enjoyed putting it together.  

 

To send articles, news or information for future editions you can write to us at:  

 

europe.ifsw@gmail.com and crisdelmar@hotmail.com  

 

Thanks 

 

Siobhan and Cristina 

A Note From The Editors  
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Social Workers around the world will join together to celebrate the third world social 

work day in just a few weeks. 

 

The Global theme will be ñSocial Work and Social Development: The Agenda.ò 

 

We already know that member organisations across Europe are making plans to 

celebrate World Social Work Day in a variety of ways. 

 

Please send us your reports which will be included on the IFSW website and on our 

IFSW Europe blog. 

World Social Work Day: 17 March 2009  

Everybody 

can join in 

World Social 

Work Day. 

It belongs to 

us all.  



On the 25th April 2008 the General Council of Social Work from Spain 

celebrated the 25th Anniversary.  

The main purpose was to celebrate the work of the Spanish Social Workers, 

committed with Human Rights and the Society.  

More than 300 participants were present to celebrate this event from the 

different Delegations of the General Council, people from the government, 

politicians and Social Workers in general.  

The President Ana Lima Fernández gave the gold insignia of the profession to 

all Ex-Presidents of the General Council of Social Work from Spain: Beneta 

Llopis  (pastime), Paz Fernández , Purificación Trigo , Patrocinio de las Heras , 

Elvira Cortajarena , Maria Jesús Utrilla , Carmen Guerra , Julia García Alvarez  

and Ana Maria Aguilar , as a tribute for their work in the past.  

The General Council of Social Work have developed a video reflecting the 

history and the importance of the commitment of the social workers from 

Spain with the society.  

You can download the video from  

¶ http://es.youtube.com/watch?v=ydGq1oV_9QI  

¶ http://es.youtube.com/watch?v=ipSx8r8wETY  

¶ http://es.youtube.com/watch?v=F65K_c3WHU8  

¶ http://es.youtube.com/watch?v=Src6syl5Ovw  

Congratulations to all Colleagues from Spain!  

Congratulations to our Spanish colleagues  
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25 Aniversario  

We have received a very 

detailed article 

exploring a journey 

through the history of 

our profession in Spain 

by Ana Isabel Lima 

Fernández.  

 

Siobhan Maclean, our 

honourary secretary 

will be sending this out 

to all member 

organizations.  

http://es.youtube.com/watch?v=ydGq1oV_9QI
http://es.youtube.com/watch?v=ipSx8r8wETY
http://es.youtube.com/watch?v=F65K_c3WHU8
http://es.youtube.com/watch?v=Src6syl5Ovw


In Denmark, almost all of the welfare service is provided and financed by the local and 

regional civil service.  Since 2001 a conservative - liberal government has led the country with 

a stable parliamentary majority.  The government has taken a long list of initiatives aimed at 

increasing the private task management of the public service areas, and to introduce market 

mechanisms internally between public service providers.  

Municipalities under pressure to use more tendering  

It is the governments understanding that commercialization in itself will create increased 

efficiency and greater customer satisfaction.  The municipalities shall develop a service 

strategy that shall include concrete goals for increased commercialization.  The municipality 

should also have a tender policy, and they are obliged to consider private suppliers/

contractors unsolicited offers in relation to the so -called ñchallenging lawò.  The latest 

development is a duty to advertise about which tasks one has provided by private suppliers/

contractors, so that others can have the opportunity to bid for the job.  

 

The Association of Danish Municipalities (KL) have made an agreement with the government, 

that competitive bidding (the so -called PLI - indicator) will increase from 20% today to 25% in 

2010.  The aim is that private companies will provide 25% of the tasks that could be put out 

to tender, in 2010.  If this goal is achieved, this will require that more tasks on the òsoftò 

welfare areas would need to be put out to tender, than is the case today.  The latest survey 

amongst the municipalities show that it is no longer the more traditional tasks such as 

cleaning, trash collection and road maintenance that will be put out to tender.  Now it also 

includes, e.g. the municipal childrenôs dentist, payment of wages/salaries and running the 

libraries.  

Competitive tendering of welfare tasks  

All surveys of the population show paradoxically that there is a very large resistance to 

childcare, education and nursing tasks being contracted out.  

It is characteristic of the Danes attitude to contracting out, that we would rather not see that 

private companies are involved in the many tasks that are close to the population, e.g. the 

nursing and care of our the elderly.  

But this does not affect the government.  On the subject of the elderly there is freedom of 

choice between the private and the public provision of practical assistance in the home, forced 

through by law, so that the municipalities ï that have responsibility for the delivered service ï 

canôt just send their own employees in the field. 

With regard to hospitals, there are new rules whereby one can choose freely between 

hospitals, which means that one can choose between both private and public (also overseas) 

treatment, once you have waited more than a month.  

The expenses are paid in full by the authorities.  The guarantee is followed by increased 

information about the competitive situation between hospitals on, amongst others, 

www.sygehusvalg.dk . 

It is expected that continuously, more tasks will be contracted out in the health sector to 

private clinics, which at the moment are growing fast as a result of a boom in private health 

insurance.  

Additional tasks in the care of the aged and hospitals has led to a significant increase in public 

expenditure, especially in the administration of schemes, but also in the financing of the 

necessary excess in capacity that competition relies on.  
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Commercialization and Privatization in Denmark  

http://www.sygehusvalg.dk/
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In the field of specialized social services (socially vulnerable groups, the handicapped, addicts, 

developmentally impaired, etc.) there is a long tradition of private task management in 

Denmark.  Private organisations, societies or families run almost half of the offers that are 

given to vulnerable children and the youth.  Financing is however ï just as in the welfare field 

general ï publicly, jointly and severally, via the taxation system.  Many institutions are non -

profit, and have operating cost agreements with one or more municipalities.  

Private task management is, however, much smaller than the largest area, namely the adult 

handicapped area.  Here there is also a tradition for private bidding, and even though the 

profession of social welfare supervision of their own institutions, private offer of residence for 

adults and social educational welfare institutions are taken care of in several places by the 

private sector.  

The big marketplace  

In January 2007 a large structure reform was implemented, whereby 273 

municipalities were merged into 98, and 14 councils/super municipalities 

became 5 regions.  Simultaneously, the entire responsibility for vulnerable 

groups, the handicapped, addicts, the developmentally impaired, etc. was 

transferred to the municipalities.  The regions tasks in this area is from now 

onwards exclusively to provide very specialized offers to the municipalities, 

that then buy places both from the region but also from each other.  The 

places are divided annually in agreements per regional area.  Jointly 

approved offers (both private and public) should be presented on the state 

provided site www.tilbudsportalen.dk , where offers can be compared ï the 

prices are found first ï and caseworkers can òadd to basketò and òproceed to 

purchaseò.  All prices (rates/charges) should be calculated according to the 

total costs, incl. administration and discounts.  Therefore, in other words, a 

genuine market.  

 

The new internet trade is conceived as a cornerstone in the social market 

place, were »the money follows the citizens« 100 percent ï right out to the 

single institution.  The idea is that handicap institutions, crisis centers and 

other welfare offers from now on will compete to offer the municipalities the 

best service at the lowest price.  

Amongst us professionals there is wide agreement that Tilbudsportalen (the offer portal) has 

the potential to create a beneficial overview of the offers on the welfare market.  There is an 

equally wide concern that commercialization of the soft services can have fatal consequences 

for the people that it concerns.  

 

Price before quality  

Even the one ultimately responsible for the welfare area in municipalities, the publicly elected 

Chairman of the board of Social Affairs in Kommunernes Landsforening (KL ï the 

municipalities national society), Tove Larsen (S) says: »I fear that it will become price that will 

become all important.  I have difficulty in finding an incentive to provide better quality in this 

system.  The politics that the government is engaged in at this time and in this area, counts 

on, that if one is strong and well educated and capable of choosing oneself, the one can get 

good offers, and if one canôt, that is just tough luck.  ç (Weekly magazine A4, 2007) 

Social Education Workers believe simply, that there are many welfare benefits, with which one 

canôt make this type of deal.  Customers can keep away from the greengrocer with the rotten 

tomatoes, or the hairdresser with the crooked scissors, however, it is difficult for the 

The Danish 

government is 

attempting to force 

through market 

mechanisms, while 

simultaneously 

implementing a 

reform of the 

structure and 

delegation of tasks/

task distribution in 

both the local and 

regional civil 

service. Many social 

workers have new 

employers and new 

guidelines for their 

work with the 

vulnerable and 

developmentally 

impaired.  

http://www.tilbudsportalen.dk/
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neglected child or the brain damaged traffic victim to complain about bad care and to get their 

caseworker to choose another »boutique« in the welfare system.  When one speaks of children 

who have been removed from their homes and other weak groups, they are absolutely not in a 

condition to speak out if the quality is not good enough.  The weakness is that it is easy 

enough to compare prices, but it is somewhat more difficult to compare quality.  

Another aspect is that is hard for the more expensive institutions to explain precisely why one 

gets a much better product here than from a cheaper competitor.  This is, in any case, true 

when the offers are presented on tilbudsportalen.dk.  Tove Larsen says here that, òI feel that it 

is a shame, that if the quality institutions, that are expensive today, because they do a good 

job, need to compromise their methods, which they know work well.  We will thereby forfeit 

the quality and specialized knowledge that we require.  I believe primarily that it well give an 

inferior quality.  « (Weekly magazine A4, 2007).  

The former Minister of Welfare, Eva Kjer Hansen, stressed that the transparency and overview 

of the welfare services offered by tilbudsportalen.dk would, on the contrary, give caseworkers 

a much better opportunity to find the perfect solutions for the citizens.  In December 2006 we 

could already establish that the municipalities had budgeted for a saving of over 600 million 

Danish kroner as a result of them taking over these tasks, we therefore took it as a clear 

signal to caseworkers that they should go after the cheapest offer available.  

The municipalities work against commercialization  

Right from the start the municipalities did not act in agreement with the governmentôs 

intentions with regard to the big market.  When they had the opportunity to take over the 

former council/super municipality institutions, they choose to take over as many as 88% of the 

places.  The municipal logic told the municipal politicians and the local civil servants that, if in 

any case they would be paying the whole bill for running costs, then they might as well own as 

well as run the institutions.  

It is also possible, that many municipalities have expected to benefit with efficiency and 

rationalization profits, by ñrunning the area betterò than the former councils/super 

municipalities could.  Later more institutions were taken over, especially in the large 

municipalities, which are trying to remain self sufficient with regards to places ï also in very 

specialized fields.  The Social Education Workers naturally regret this development, in which 

we see many danger signs.  Seen from the standpoint of Social Education Workers and Social 

Workers, there is a large risk that the services provided will become less specialized and that 

the users, to a larger degree, will be treated the same as the municipalitiesô ñnormalò children 

and elderly.  

When municipalities try to be self - sufficient, what happens is that the content of the tenders 

no longer is so important, and that the information on tilbudsportalen.dk would also not need 

to be precise and updated.  The latter is documented clearly in a new report, which the Social 

Education Workers helped to prepare.  The municipalities simply fail to prioritize the task of 

reporting, and information is incomplete, incorrect and in some cases totally misleading.  The 

portal can therefore not be used as a tool to search for places in other municipalities/regions, 

and one shall therefore fall back on òdoing what weôre accustomed toò, dvs. drawing on the old 

contacts and phone around.  

I had, however, not expected that the tender portal would become a large battering ram on 

the free market mechanism for the special care social area in Denmark ï and had also not 

hoped that this would happen.  Now that the portal is established, it could be a source in order 

to get an overview, which we have lacked for many years in precisely this official service area.  

In opposition to other large service areas, such as childcare, schooling and eldercare, statistics 

and key figures are almost nonexistent for the special care area in Denmark.  Even though 

only the folkeskole (primary and lower secondary school) areas are larger ï seen purely from 
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an economic standpoint.  

Local challenges and local solutions  

 

At this point in time we must conclude that even though the tenders and tender portals will 

probably not open a genuine free market, as was the intention, other elements of the 

structure reform will however have significant consequences for our field in the coming year.  

By taking over almost all institutions, the municipalities now have areas where totally unique 

circumstances/conditions are the rule of the day.  The municipalities have had very little 

knowledge about the institutions they have taken over.  They expect, therefore, to try to 

minimize their economic risks.  There will be a focus on increased economic controls at the 

level of the institution, as well as continuous adjustments with low occupancy rates in the 

course of the budget year.  

Many municipalities expect to enter into close dialog with the other municipalities (clients) in 

order to continually sell places to them, as well as keeping focus on the charges.  The smaller 

municipalities do not have the necessary client base they would need in order to establish 

their own offers and will therefore become dependent on the bids that the larger 

municipalities provide.  

I predict that there will be a continuous but significant change of the institutionsôô structure 

and management systems, in the direction of larger entities and fewer Social Education 

Worker managers, answering to the trend in the general municipal system.  

In Denmark we usually pride ourselves on the strong local democracy, where the 

responsibility of caring for the weak and vulnerable groups of the community rests.  The flip 

side of the coin is that this type of system will provide many different solutions.  The 

municipalities will probably succeed in hindering the governmentôs commercialization process 

for much of the way.  The Municipal Reform will mean that service and quality for specialized 

social service areas will vary widely ï and not always to the usersô advantage.  Some 

solutions will probably be excellent, while others will be terrible.  Therefore reform is not 

complete for the Social Education Workers ï we are watching developments closely.  

 

By Benny Anderson  

Vice Chairman of Socialpædagogernes  

Landsforbund (The National Federation of Social Educators)  

The European Union, together with its citizens, is undergoing profound 

change. Demographic change, greater global competition, technological 

developments and the enlargement of the EU itself are all shaping the 

livesðboth private and professionalðof ordinary men and women across 

the Member States. This overview uses Eurofoundôs research findings to 

capture a snapshot of what it means to live and work in Europe at the start 

of the 21st century. The reports listed in this overview, all available through 

the Eurofound website, will give the reader a deeper insight into the issues 

raised here. 

http://www.eurofound.europa.eu/pubdocs/2008/90/en/1/EF0890EN.pdf 

Check 

it out...  



Dead quiet. Every year about 60 children in Norway are locked into small rooms, in which the only keys are 

outside the doors. After the key turns the lock and everything grows dead quiet, even adult and experienced 

inmates describe an intimidating and frightening solitude.  Itôs been documented that in worst cases children in 

Norwegian jails do time with adult criminals, without contact with their parents or a lawyer. They can be kept in 

isolation and denied fellowship with their age group. This is in violation of the European Commission on Human 

Rights and the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (article 37), which Norway and many European 

countries have ratified. The Norwegian government presented a report to the Storting (national assembly) at the 

end of 2008 which entailed a number of good proposals regarding young criminals. But the Norwegian 

government does not go far enough in meeting the needs of such children, nor does it satisfy the countryôs 

international obligations.   

Never inexplicable. We have seen cases in Norway in which children in precarious and vulnerable life situations 

can be a threat to themselves and their surroundings. It is hard and painful to accept, but never totally inexplicable, 

when children commit serious crimes. Without exception, these children have not been given adequate, timely 

help. In most cases the care of these children has been insufficient and in retrospect it is generally evident that 

many adults have known about the circumstances but failed to react. When children commit serious criminal acts 

the last thing they need is to be locked into a small room. Their needs are for care, welfare service follow-ups, 

school and in many cases the focus of special health services. The children need to be rehabilitated and made into 

secure and functioning members of society. Prison doesnôt do that.    

Collective resistance. At the same time as a debate about children in jail has circulated in 

several Norwegian newspapers, Nordic social educators met in Nuuk at Greenland to pass a 

joint protest against all the Nordic authoritiesô treatment of young criminals. The Nordic 

Forum for Social Educators (NFFS) in which the Norwegian Union of Social Educators and 

Social Workers (FO) is a member, represents 250,000 members. Many of the national 

organizations are also members of the International Federation of Social Workers (IFSW). The 

Nuuk resolution poses several challenges to Nordic government authorities:    

No children in jail. NFFS demands that Nordic authorities ensure that no children are to be 

incarcerated and nobody under the age of 18 is confined in isolation. The rule of thumb in 

punitive reactions for children and youth must be social initiatives. Minors should lose their 

freedom only in exceptional circumstances, where it is imperative to shield society from them. 

In such cases deprivation of liberty should be ended as soon as possible. Work with young 

criminals requires across-the-board efforts and binding co-operation between various sectors 

and public administrative levels prior to, during and following the implementation of penal 

sanctions. In Nordic countries this means the implementation of new types of measures.  

Participation and socializing. According to the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child a 

childôs best interests are to take sway in actions involving children. This means that human rights must be 

stringently interpreted to ensure that the childôs needs are in focus during all political decisions about penal 

sanctions against young lawbreakers. Young criminals must be followed up by public bodies established for 

children. In Nordic countries child welfare services must ensure that offers for those who are convicted are 

tailored to the individual child. Such offers must involve school counsellors and social welfare personnel with 

competence in helping children and youth with extensive needs and provocative behaviour. Such help must be 

given within a framework that coincides with the childôs need for complete help and treatment, and affords the 

child with an opportunity for positive development, alternative behaviour patterns and social mastering skills. 

Help schemes must account for childrenôs and penal perspectives and secure the individual childôs opportunity to 

participate in society and become socialized into a well-functioning adult.   

Beneficial conditions for growing up. Little research has been done on young lawbreakers. The Nordic countries 

should rectify this by co-ordinating such studies. Furthermore, routines should be developed regarding how 

parents, police, child welfare/social services, schools, health services, courts and penal institutions should co-

operate when children break the law. It is imperative that court custody personnel participate in this collaboration. 

Proper conditions for growing up and good living conditions are the most effective countermeasures against youth 
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ñEvery 

year about 

60 children 

are locked 

into small 

rooms, in 

which the 

only keys 

are outside 

the doors.ò 

Nordic Resistance Against Incarcerating Children  



crime. This means that the Nordic countries must make sure that sufficient preventive measures encompass all 

children, with a special emphasis on groups considered to be at risk of running criminal paths.   

Impact of liberalism. A liberalistic view has gained sway in the Nordic countries in recent decades and 

legitimizes that an array of social challenges, including youth criminality, are individualized and ascribed to 

inherent characteristics. In several Nordic countries this is conveyed in crime prevention policies by a mounting 

focus of the placement of guilt and meting out of punishment. As a countermeasure, the 

knowledge and skills of social work professions and counselling regarding the dynamic 

relationship between individuals and society contribute to an approach of young 

lawbreakers as whole persons in the context of their environments.    

Donôt give up on children. Punishing children with jailing is a violation of a youngster 

who has already been let down. Punishment and incarceration have little preventive effect 

and they reflect adult incapability. We can never give up on a child, despite any criminal 

acts they might have committed. Our hope is that Norwegian and Nordic authorities 

recommend new, suitable measures under the direction of child welfare authorities, thus 

putting an end to vexation and children in jails. Despite big differences between European 

countiesô legislation and their professional treatment of young criminals, we hope that the 

member organizations of IFSW Europe will be inspired by the Nordic resistance.  

 

 

 

Kjetil A. Ostling 

Vice President ï Norwegian union of social educators and social workers 

 

 

 

 

Benny Andersen 

Vice president ï Danish National Federation of Social Educators 

Page 10 Volume 6, Issue 1  

ñWe can 

never give 

up on a child 

despite any 

criminal 
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might have 

committed.ò 

Improving the mental health and well-being of children and young people is 

one of the five priorities set out in the European Pact for Mental Health and 

Well-being which was launched at the EU high level conference in June 

2008. 

A new survey published on the Mental Health and Well-being of Children 

and Young people examined parentsô perceptions of their childôs mental 

health and well-being in 27 European Countries. 

For the results see: http://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_determinants/

life_style/mental/mental_health_en.htm  

Check 

it out...  



 On the 13th of December ANAS received in Paris a delegation of social workers from the United Kingdom  

representing BASW (British Association of Social Workers)  

This meeting follows work presented at the delegates meeting in Parma in 2007 where the two countries 

identified common concerns, about confidentiality and the sharing of information. Changing political contexts 

is impacting on the work of social workers. 

After the comparison of the national legislation, and some exchanges about current issues, we noticed  

some common trends pushed by the political context:- 

¶ A large and strong mediatisation covering some dramatic and extreme situations (like child deaths) 

used afterwards to justify a legislation based and centred on the control of population called ñ with 

risksò. 

¶ Increasing requests for the sharing of information on behalf of the transparency and the fight against 

delinquency  

¶ More and more requests about quantified results made on actions engaged by the social workers é. 

As a result of all this issues, ANAS and BASW decided to do a proposal and develop a common framework  

to be presented at the Delegates meeting in Dubrovnik. 

Veronique Barre 
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An Update on Confidentiality and Information Sharing:  

ANAS and BASW Cooperation  

On the eve of the International Day for the Eradication of Poverty, ministers 

from around the EU held a high-level meeting dedicated to fighting poverty 

and promoting social inclusion. 

2010 will be the European Year for Combating Poverty and Social 

Exclusion. The meeting held on October 16, 2008 in Marseille, France, 

marked the kick-off for preparations across Europe. NGOs, local authorities 

and everyone working against exclusion were invited to participate in the 

campaign. The initiative will have a budget of at least ú26 million, including 

ú17 million of EU funding. 

http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?langId=en&catId=89&newsId=407  

Check 

it out...  



My feelings  

For several years I was extremely interested in the work of the Council of Europe. I had 
an opportunity to be involved in several campaigns organized by CoE in my capacity of 
the President of Russian Union of social workers and social pedagogues. The activities 
were connected with the poverty and social cohesion. 

Of course I had information about the activities of INGOs of CoE via our IFSW Europe 
representatives ï Gabriele and Bruno. The reports were regularly provided. 

Very unexpectedly for me and rather quickly on 3 of October 2008 I was elected  vice chair of the Social 
Cohesion and Eradication of Poverty Committee. 

I am very happy and also thankful to the Board of IFSW Europe for nominating me for this position. It is a 
great privilege and responsibility to represent social workers associations belonging to IFSW Europe. 

Although I was interested and involved in INGOs activities I still did not quite understand the importance of 
this organization. That is why my reports and articles will become regular and hopefully useful.  

A little bit of the history  

INGOs conference is one of the 4 pillars of the Council of Europe.  It was created in January 2005 as the 
collective body of the INGOs enjoying participatory status and  also in 2005 became the 4

th
 pillar of the 

Council of Europe. It was a big victory of many NGOs (including us,  IFSW Europe). It was a process of 
nearly 30 years. 

The Liaison Committee of NGOs enjoying consultative status was established  in 1976 - under the 
responsibility of the non-governmental organisations themselves, but working closely with the Directorate of 
External Relations of the Directorate General of Political.  The main aim was to improve methods of co-
operation with the Council of Europe, to monitor lNGO meetings in the various specialist areas. In addition, a 
Plenary Conference, to which all NGOs enjoying consultative status with the Council of Europe was similarly 
initiated in 1977. It determined guidelines for improving the functioning of the participatory status and, in the 
light of these, the Liaison Committee's objectives. 

 

The establishment of this permanent liaison structure has added a new dimension to relations between the 
Council of Europe and NGOs. In addition, according to their concerns and having 
regard to the Council of Europe's work programme, the NGOs formed groupings 
around several interest sectors which were  the following: 

New structure of INGOs Conference  

In June 2008  the Liason Committee was renamed and became a standing Committee 
and the groupings were replaced by the following committees :  
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¶ Civil society 

¶ Countryside and environment 

¶ Education and culture 

¶ Extreme poverty and social cohesion 

¶ Gender Equality 

 

¶ Health 

¶ Human Rights 

¶ NGO Towns 

¶ North-south dialogue and solidarity 

¶ European Social charter and social policies 

http://www.coe.int/t/e/ngo/public/Liaison_Committee/_Summary.asp#TopOfPage
http://www.coe.int/t/e/ngo/public/Plenary_Conference/_summary.doc

