REPORT ON SYMPOSIOM SOCIAL WORK & AUSTERITY – ATHENS.  21ST -22ND JANUARY 2016
Last 21st and 22sd of January, IFSW Global organized together with the Hellenic Association of Social Workers the Symposium on Social Work and Austerity in Athens. The main goal of this meeting was t o create links between the social workers in the austerity affected countries for shared learning, support, solidarity and joint action.

The idea of this symposium emerged from the workshop on Social Work and Austerity organized during the last Conference on Social Services  were some of the ideas proposed were:

Ideas already floated at the European conference were:
· A combined campaign with shared logo (e.g. tee-shirt) for internationally coordinated events such as World Social Work Day.

· A dedicated space on the IFSW website for sharing information, practice models, stories on the effects of austerity, and common challenges.

· Coordinated delegations to political regional bodies.

· Publication of an anthology on social work under austerity.

· Organise a solidarity symposium 

The symposium involved social work representatives from the austerity affected countries. 
· María Rúnarsdóttir, ICELAND

· Maria Swan, IRELAND

· Vincenzo Bonomo, ITALY

· Concettina Pellegrino, ITALY

· Paola Pontarollo, ITALY

· Ana Lima, SPAIN
· Allan Orrick, UK

· Fran McDonnell, UK
· Portugal

· Olga Verikaki , Grecia

· Amalia Gkorou, Grecia

· Joaurza Pertsihide, Grecia

The first day included a jointly visiting, hosted by the Hellenic Association to both public sector and NGO social work led programs for the protection of homeless, refugees, abused, mental health patients and social pharmacies 
During the second day, each country representative provided a 10-15-minute report outlining the affects of austerity in their country as well as the activities that their social work organisations had undertaken in response. More specifically, the delegates presented: typical examples of the effects of austerity; the role social workers play in supporting, individuals, families and communities; actions taken by the social work associations; impact of the actions on clients, political structures and communities.
There was also a round table discussion on how to build a platform for shared learning, support, solidarity and joint action. The outcomes of this 
· Develop a working statement outlining future plans and cooperation.

· Publish a booklet containing the information on the affects of austerity and the social work solutions. 
· Agreement to develop a cross boarders anti-austerity social work platform.  Some of the ideas discussed for this platform included:

· Design a combine campaign

· Shared logo 

· Use the media more

· Organize a week of events addressing austerity in different ways. 

· Lobbying in Brussels: addressing the issue of refugees through the lens of dignity.

· Make the statement public

· Video on austerity from different countries (15 min)

· Platform for information sharing

· Make the effects of austerity visible. The actual effects on people.

· Photo exhibition that moves around

· European social platform, IFSW Europe is part of that and they lobby the European Parliament re social issues. 

· Members of the EAPN which can also lobby issues of social work

· Associations to engage with Ministers re social issues

· Invite Ministers to talk at conferences/events 

· Wave of photos/quotes/pictures on Facebook

· Create a hashtag 

· Produce papers about the impact of austerity. Working as a social worker in this context. 

· Appoint a coordinator for a period of year; another association would stand in for another year. For this year Ana Lima from the Spanish General Council of Social Work will be the coordinator of this platform
