The 31st Qutstanding Social Workers Award (2021-22)

This year marks the 30t Anniversary of the Outstanding Social Workers Award in Hong Kong. The
Award does not only aim at showing recognition to outstanding social workers and encouragement
to new generation social workers, but also promoting a positive image of the social work profession
among the general public.

Two OSWA and two JOSWA have been awarded this year. They uphold the value of social work and
walk their service users through the hardship period with empathy, open-mindedness, proactive
attitude and perseverance, and provide appropriate supports, including tangible assistance,
counselling, group work and empowerment with volunteer works and/ or work with a decent pay.

Outstanding Social Worker Awardees
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Ms. CHENG Wai-kwan, Scarlette o

Program Director of ArtCompana, and =
Executive Director of Theatre in the Dark

Scarlette worked at different NGOs, serving different target groups, including children, youth,
women, families, elder people, various disabled persons, etc. In 2013, she decided to leave her
work at NGO and set up a social enterprise known as “Theatre in the Dark” with her husband
who is visually impaired. In 2017, the couple set up another charity called “ArtCompana”. The
organizations provide a platform for art performance and training, including dance and drama,
to empower the disabled persons, so that they can develop their potentials and try to earn a
decent pay. Integration between the abled and disabled persons is also promoted. Scarlette is
also a certified Certified DanceAbility® Master Teacher.
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Ms. LI Fong, Fion

Centre-in-charge
Hong Kong Sheng Kung Hui Welfare Council
Neo-Horizon Counselling Centre for
Psychotropic Substance Abusers

Fion is specialized in psychotropic substance absuers service and seasoned in handling cases
of drug addicts and their family members. She has been working at the Neo-Horizon Counselling
Centre for Psychotropic Substance Abusers for more than 12 years. Upholding the social work
value and with perseverance, she walks the service targets through the helping process
according to their pacing. She also understood the importance of interdisciplinary collaboration,
including doctors, therapists, lawyers, and police, etc. for supporting the substance abusers and
their family members. Fion believes that social work is a profession with warmth and life.
Although it is challenging, she persists to support the service users throughout the drug
abstinence process with outstanding professional competences.




Junior Outstanding Social Worker Awardees
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Ms. LAU Po-yu, Kathleen

School Social Worker (Kindergarten)
Po Leung Kuk

Kathleen aspired to be a social worker when she studied in junior high school. During her social
work training at the university, she took her practicum in a rehabilitation hospital in Singapore.
Once graduated, she started her first job at another Singaporean integrated hospital as a
medical social worker. Upon returning to Hong Kong 2 years later, Kathleen-took up a job as a
school social worker stationing at kindergartens. Amongst the kindergarten children she serves,
80-90% of them are non-Chinese speakers or Ethnic Minorities. They are from different countries
with different family background, speaking different languages, lacking knowledge of local social
resources, let alone cultural and religious differences. It is no surprise that the parents feel
helpless and disorientated. Kathleen approaches them proactively to check if they need any
help, thus, building trust and rapport gradually. Kathleen is devoted to her profession and make
changes in lives.
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Mr. LEUNG Siu Kei, Michael

Centre-in-charge
The Hong Kong Federation of Youth Groups -
Youth Crime Prevention Centre

Michael firstly worked at the university, conducting research on juvenile delinquency, and also
supporting student affairs after graduated in criminology. He received a master’'s degree in
social work later and started his social work journey. He has been working at the current service
unit since 2016, responsible for rendering supports to the youth abstaining from drugs, as well
as their parents. The services include counselling, therapeutic groups, outreach at courts and
providing relevant legal resources, and mutual support activities, etc. Michael reminded that the
drug abstinence process has many ups and downs, not a solution at one go. It is challenging
and may take a long time. Not only do the social workers need to be very patient and empathic,
they also need to accept their own sense of powerlessness sometimes. However, it is essential
not to lose hope and perseverance to support the service users during the whole process.
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