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wsicilians are an intensely secretive people,
and at the end of my third year I was still,
to most of my acqualntances a gtranger, to be
trusted with only a little of the truth either
sbout themselves or anyone alse."

Gavin Masxwell
— The Ten Pains of Death
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INTRODUCTION

There is an Italian saying "Even Garibaldi-vould be disgusted.™
Why is Garibaldi evcked as the ultimate in deficiency of feelings of
disguat? Because®, the saying centinues, "he was not even disgusted
by the Sicilians®.

This kind of contempt comes casily to many Italians to whom one
speaks about Sicily. Among those well motivated and relatively
objective professicnal pecple who bave workad in Sicily the rssponse
is more often one of despair.

"There is nc idea of fair play®

"Everyone suspects everyone.®

"Yon must Keep your back against the wall.®

fThere is no idea of a citizen?s rights linked to
law =~ it is linked to person.”

“The poor must have a friend, who is a friend of
a friend ... you must give something back in
return for favours.™

The South it is said has "'waited for Rome for centuries®.
Despite the hopes roused by the establishment of Sicily as a province
with aufogomy of its own, 1t has been usual for the province to be
non-cooperative with Rome. Money from Rome stays in Palermo and is
persistently not used for the projects financed by the Central
Government. Oppression is traditional from cutside, and internally
the Mafia and the ruling class have insisted on being cobeyed; there
is no discussion.

"Trust, altruism and a democratic spirit are not
to be found"®,
"Politics and the social structure are such a

controlling and intimidating force ... nothinér
gets done, nothing changes" "

~ Yet to the observer arriving in Sicily there is an immediate

vista of change. The powerful thrust of the new super-highways and

_j:the recent proliferaticn of cars contrasts starkly with the rocky,




- The sccial critics

barren, tree—denuded and ercded mountainscap

a monuzent te the norxthern-based
as
motor car industry which dominates the Italian economy and/the

dismiss this spectacular grcwth as

opportunity that such determined tunnelliing, levelling, bridgz and
viaduct building has provided for handscma 'pickings? by landowners,
the construction and heavy equipnent industry, ané for those who
have traditionally forcibly extracted their percentags, On ths
other side it is argued that szeecial change follows aconomic growth
based upon industrialisation and the highways are the infrastructure
necsssary to such change.

Ancther major feature of recent change in Sicily has bsen the
coming of the oil industry. This too has an immediate impact for
the visitor for the growth of the oil industry in scuthern Sicily hag
led to more than usual despoilation., For years it has bee: knowm
that there were rich and commercially viable off-shore oil deposits.
Finance and expleitation have been much delaved and have only been
forthcoming lately. It is of sone significance that despite this
newly-tapped wealth petroleum and oil prices in Italy remain anong
the most expensive in the world {certainly in Europe).

In their work written about the central town in the oil industry
Eyvind Hytten®* and Marco Marchioni pointedly and oéincusly entitle

their book GELA: INDUSTRIALISATION WITHOUT DEVELOPMENT. Such a

thesis challenges the shibboleths which argue that soclal change and
improvement in the quality of life necessarily follew upon econemic
development. Elsewhere in the developing world evidence is ammassing
which supperts re-thinking of this view of what brings about
degirable éhange. Hytten also guestions, invrelation to Sicily, the

idea that developing éountries are in need of creating social

‘¥ Hytten is currently Chief, Buropean Social Development Programme,

_ Division of Social Affairs, United Nations Palais des Nations, Geneva.
. Previously he worked with Dolci and later with the Swansea University
- Overseas Courses Study Tours in Calabria and Sicily.




. e mane apd ond of bringing about socia
instltutions as both the noans ard ong K DYinging Sily ocial

chance He argues that in Sicily there is a plathora of social
ange.

— institutions of an interlocking nature which are antithetical to
change and provide a strong contirolling force in maintaining the
status quo. Rather than attzmpting to set up new institutions he
regards 1t as nacessary o work within the present structures. He
thinks that working outside the prescnt Covarnmental and administra-
tive structures has limited value in a society where voluntary
organisations as we know them, and grass-root participation and
concepts of fair play are conspicucusly absent. Such a view has
implicatiocns for any group thinking of contributing to change in
Sicily.

The work of Danilo Dolci and Lorenzo Barbera might be sezn 28
examples of these organisational limitations. Certainly, the Jate
Dam will stand as a monument to Dolcifs initiative, courage and

— persistence. In the course of this gtruggle he has become an

internationally-rencwned figure. The fact that he iz still there in

Sicily is perhaps a cogent and sufficient answer to both his foes

and the criticism of his friends. One does detect, however, an
element of truth in the charge that support frem Sicilians has been
short—-term and that there is no strong on-going fconstituency? from

which power derivesin delivering change.®* It is doubtful, so it is

% I was struck by two experiences which related to Dolci. My wife
mentioned one morning to one of the villagers in Scopello that I had
- gone to see Dolci. The villager had seemed somewhat taken aback
and then said: "His name is only to be spoken in whispexs around
here™. I spent a very long time driving around Partinico asking to
be directed to Dolci's centre; an extraordinary number of pecople L
‘responded blankly and would or could not tell me where he could be i
found 57 sl GBS O F ‘ e B R . : Sk
Later I was interested to find in Gavin Maxwell's book
w_.. because of this intense repression most Sicilian peasants are o
— afraid to have anything to do with Dolci, even to admitting that they ..
know anything of his work or that they think it praiseworthy. The '
nearer one comes to Dolei's chosen town of Partinico the more notice-
able is the slilence, so that his reputation is much greater abroad
than in the island to which he has given his life..."

page 3




argued that Dolci has an on-going mopular movenent wiith hinl Support
cemes very much frexm ocutside and insvitably shapes style and
programme, The current building programme to which Dolei is commit-
ted on the outskirts of Partinico which includss the Free Scheol
bears semething of the signs of this kind of external imposition,
though in his recently-published book® he tells mé that he seeks %to
show the lecal sources and rangz of support he has drawn upon in
launching this particular project.

Barbera is a formsr colleague of Dolci and now works in the

earthquake disaster area. He seems early on to have gained some

S S PN

popular momentuam in his cespaign to ex enEpt young men from the army.
It was maintained that they were desperately needed to ro-build the
flattened towns of thae Belice valley. He has, however, run inte
difficulties with his cooperative initiatives. He argues powerfully
regarding the need to bulld from the grass=-roots, with politiecal
— tawareness?! highly placed as part of his educational ceapaign,
Opinion has it that his local support has fallen away except for a
small group who for varicus reascns feel they have nothing to lose.
The view from many scurces certainly reinforces one's picture of

the extreme economic poverty and social ossification in Sicily

compared npot only to Western Burcpe but to Mertherxn Italy itself, F

Thae island is seen to continue its historiecal role as a scurce of

plunder from outsidae, and internally, is beset with profound distrust
of one's neighbour, with power wielded by closed groups relying upon
much patronage, intimidation and violence.

Such a background undcubtedly colours cxpectatiens when ona
visits S cily. Howsvc'; the sense of Sicily as a people belaagnazed j

N

and responding to forces beyond the control of the ordinary pecple

* DOLCI Danilo: "CHISSA SE I PESCI PIANGONO® ("CO FPISHES cm?")
published by RINAUDI 1973.
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is pervasive. Life seoms ©o hapzen o %l Sicilian rather than there

being a possibility for them to mako things happen - a fatalism and

superstitious quality (which can be dotzcted in the Sicilian style

i
of rellgiocus observances) which are nmuch less narked in other parts
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of Italy. The kindliness and hospitall
galety is a gquality hard to find, and there is more often an air of
watchfulness rather than participaticn in action. The faesling is

that the faction?! is elsewhere.

Part of this is undoubtedly inherent in the high incidence of
migration. Opportunity, wealth and power are elsgwhere. The people
of the impoverished and population-drained mountain villagss are
treated to the sight of relatively luswurious bullding baing financed
by the absent migrants. (Meanwhile many houses within ths village
are abandoned and fall into disuse and disrepair.) Donaticas by the
migrants to the villags feast days are conspicuously announced in
the churches anc the charter plang and euper~-highway travellers return

te exhibit their gleaming cars, fine clothes, manners and worldly

ways. Often too, they set up stores and small businesses in their
home towns, which is commonly to the detriment of those who have
stayed at heme. Even those who most fiercely cling to their Sicilian-
based lives seem to feel a profound infericrity, however much
dignified display and arrogant behaviour may be exhibited. Appearance
is certainly exaggeratad in relation to actualities.

Overall, the situation makes Sicily a very difficult place for
outsiders to play a part in bringing about change, but by the samne
token makes it most challenging. Against this rather glocmy back-
ground must be offset the impacts excitement, cnchantment and

comnitment that Sicily has set up in people like the Davids and othe:s.




SCOPELLO

Scopello stands o the lip of a cmall rocky PIoRonNtory between
the poor, water-scarce land cleping frem the mountain, and the road
that thrusts along the narrow ceastal shelf broken by the sea. The
road ends abrupti at the end of a tunnal a mile or so beyvond
Scopello but it is intended that the road will continue and open up
the last of the still wild and unscathod coastline of Sicily on to
St. Vito's point.

From Palermo to Castellamare del Geolifo (2 few miles gast of
Scopelle) one can see the almost universally ugly sprawl of
speculative tourist development. Scopellio itself is already
experiencing a minor invaszion in summertime by the Palermitan and
(through Palermo as a gatoway to Italy proper) the flood of tourists
from the North and the rest of BEurope. The coastal strip below the
village is already designated fNew Scopelle! and expensive summer
houses and tourist villas are being built and promise to proliferate.
Scopello seems to lie directly on the fault line of the pressures
upen its isclated mountainside agrarian past and the crushing flow
of the sprawling urban-based demand on its immediate future. These
forces seem likely to ohliterate thae village as a discret@nccmﬂunity.

Already Scopello's winter pecpulation is reduced to scme nine
families (about 60 persens). The withdrawal of the three Pavid
children from the village school helped to precipitate the discon-
tinuation of the school, serving the six children left. Of yonng

pecpla there are no more than a dozan. Maxriage cerenonies ar- o

¥ pexforncd in the churches of Castellamare and not 1n chpcllo. Thare

\fis no sign of active artisan occupationa ek as carpcntor, ‘stone~

cuttexior'mctal-worker. There is no market and not even & !ea shop

which night meet at least the summer trade. Neither of the two

tavernas which do serve the summer trade (though not very skilfully)
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from tha exchanges th
is of rather dicparate groups sitting at their own front doors whare
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the wenen can scmetimes Do seen crochsting.

There is evidence of divisien betwooan the families of the
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coopzrative is a very real
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village and although the sc
achigvenment, the village was apparently hard pressed te gzt ths
necessary nine signatures to establish the co-op statutorily. At
the last moment scmeons from cutside the village was pressed into
being a founding signatory. -

Two firm friends of the Dartington group who play active parts

in the life of the village are Andrea Tranchina and Ancelo Bertucci,

Andrea is a vigorcus advocate of cooperation who is occcasionally
moved t¢ anger and despair at what he fegels is the pessimism of his
fellows regarding the possibilities of change in general and the

cocperation in particular. He expresses the view that the owners of

the land which should provide the foundation 'of tha co-op and

village development are against committing themselves to anything
that will stand in the way of selling cut as the land values socar

in response to the speculation which eagerly anticipates the tourist
boom. Andrea earns socme income as handy-man to the wealthy newcomers;
such work offends his sense of dignity and he feels that the co~epr
is his last chance of maintaining himself and his family in the
Scopelle area; it is said that he has depressive bouts of thinking
about migration ég/the inévitaﬁle alternati#q,r ‘

Angelo, an active young prieamt involved in many social projects

in the area, is also a vigorous advocate of the cooperative, He is

i

to some of the villagers' taste too radical and unconventional,

ras
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This seems to be the view also of his Bishop and his long-term formal

relationship as a priest in the church must be in some doubt. It is
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social commune elscwhera where he can ceontinue to express his pastoral
energy with less restricticn, should his 2ie with the church beacone
rupturcd, fis future as 4 long~-torm rezident with centinuing

influcnce on Scopello must be considerad uncertain.

The Davids came to Zcopello five years age, wers captivated and
have since established a strong perscnal attachment 39 tha village.
The village people describe Julian as ta cood man?, and he and his
family are obviously well recelved. I3 is through the conmection of
Julian to Darvtingtoen that, largely fo:tuit@uslyg the Fouxhole group
came to be located in Scopello. OGiven these circumstances it is

understandable that the programme has developed on somawhat of an

su

empirical basis, depending great deal on Julian's intsrest, initis-
tive and skills. The contribution that the Davids have mada must be

appreciated in the full realisation of the great demands nade on on2

man and his wife to set up projects, sustain mementum and consolidate
the effort at the fisld level,

Julian has over the thres-year period come to think that thae
group is generally toco large for him to handle, given the age and
general level of maturity of the students. He feais that the pressnt
conditions can acccmmod#te at the most 6 or 7 students, well-selected

and prepared, and bringing a full measure of practical idealisn and

sensitivity. This is not to belittle the efforts and possibilities

_,,,EXP1°f°d and opened up by the grcup - on the contrary. Julian sees

‘,tho need, howvvvr, for a larger staff input ta the pxchC?’ which

will zeli v hin frcm ‘being of necessity a one—man-band in relatiea }
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p‘aple in Scopello lcock o Dartington with expectation: and a =uztual
eense of comaitment has grewn., These aze assets-not to be discarded f“

1ightly.
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Coming as an out

having cbserved the Dartingten group first hand, I nevertholess think

that 1t can be generally concluded that as a soeial and econcmie

community, standing alene, Scornello provides very limited opportuni

ties for fulfilling all that is implied by Dartington®s asnirations

for it as a 'social-work base?, Julian David alsc recognises these

limitations® but sces Scepello as a gecgraphic base with the group
extending into projects aelsewhere. This has been the pattezn and an
extensicn of this is a1 way to make the Scopelle prograsme a wviable

proposition. Julian emphatically welcomes the idea of a broader

coummitment by tha Dartington Trust, which would bring in a wider
> range of ages, talents and personnel. Alternatively Scopells could

beccme a small group programme with its contribution to the

community muted and on a small scale.

DARTINGTON GROUP - SCOPELLO RELATIONSHIPS

In an endeavour such as this north-west Sicily project all will

depend on the quality and nature of the working and personal relatione

ships 2stablished batween the incoming group and the local peopla,

The growth eof such relationships will be the fundamental fcundation

and clxmata for all activities. The relationship of the Fexhola

S

-visit, we followed up a request to look at ‘the possibili- JE
orretta, Julian was stimulated by the vivaciousnass of this
: althou?h the circumstances were such as to discouraga
Sonsideration at this time this exploration did
1axger and more varied base than on 1lo provides 4
'+~ ~Related to this the poscggilities in Sutexa
cnphasis in this repor o

e
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And in 1972:

"The students have done what pexhaps no foreign
group in Sicily have done bofore then; becone
accepted by a peasant villags as part of its own
social structuxcg,® #

Because this matter of establishing positive relationships is
50 basic and important in Scepelle or anywhere else, it is necassary
to err on the cauticus side and to emphasise rather than minimise the
other side of the picture. Social work is the constructive andg
censcious use of relationships, and modern sccial work insists on
the handling of these relationships 4in such a way as to leave as
nuch as possible of the exploration of conditions, sclution~finding,
decisicn-making and implementation in the hands of the "client group®,
The differences between "us and them" ars not to bae denied but used
in the agreed mutual interests of both, with the social workers
needs and problems always remaining seccendary to the purposes of the
group. The social workers must take the responsibility for finding
satisfactions and dealing with their cwn difficulties in ways wﬁichv
do not interfere with thair social work task,” " For these reasons I
raise here some of the problems which have been voiced in this regérd.
They merit attention in order that active approaches may be worked
out to deal with them effectively,

It is not clear to me what is the extent, rull nature and
quality of the way the individuals in the group have teiated to the

villagers and the village life, or the degree to which tha students

* Dartington Hall News 4th June 1971
24th March 1972

** A highly contracted statement of a very complex process!




but I think it would be trus to zsay thai “he 9roup has been equivo~
cally received.

As a group of younguiers they hava certainly provided scmething
of great interest to talk about inm the vii age and they have basn a
source of curiesity. The village baing familiar with tourists, the
immediate differences in dress and manner are accapted, but probably

provisionally, pending further cbaervaticn and understanding of tha

group's bezhaviour. Paul Oliver” has commented on the lack of
cleanliness and orderliness of tho group?s living quarters, which
he pointedly contrasts with the conditicn of the poor but spotless
hemes of the village pecple themselves. o indicates that this ia a
facter in the degree of acceptance of the group. Such surface
appearances are not necessarily important if the underlying processas
are clear and well received but there is some doubt about this, and
certainly in the Sicilian contesxt appearances are of tremendous
importance. A rejection or adoptien of certain standards and styles
of dress and behavicur within cne’s own cultural context is one
thing, but has entirely different neanings when one moves across
cultures,

Some of the young people of Scopells have inveolved themselves
with the group but it does not seem that they are invelved continunusly
on the more serious projects, Cne Scopelloc youth has courtaed a
Dartington girl and a marrlage is expected, apparently not without

scme consternation.

’”A9999:Fh°,n°r° dramatic problems has been the occasional influx

* OLIVER Paul: "IHE DARTINGTON SICILY PROJECT" mimeographed observa-
tions and suggeations‘ May 1973, '




from Palermo and Trapani of youngstars eager 1o join 'the communa®.
These ‘with-it? youngsters hava projecfad all kinds of exotic
fantasies upon what was going on in Scopello. 8@xu£l adventure and
drug-taking are scme of the ei;ments invelved here. Apparently
Julian has tried to be of help to these Sicilian youngsters, being
reluctant to abruptly warn them off. MNevertheless he feals that it
has been particularly difficult in thess circumstanzes 1o be
responsible for the Dartingtien youngsters , somad of whom have been
particularly immature and have had more than the ordinary share of
difficulty in growing up. He has been concerned to be of pastoral
help to them. Equally, he has been determined to minimise the sexual
relationships within the group, to the extent that Angelo, the priest,
surprisingly commented 'He expects theam to live like monks®. |

In this culture girls unchaperoned arg seen as fair game and a
challenge to manhood. In addition the ral#tion&hip of the members of
the group to each other {s to the Sicilians a puzzle and allows for
much speculation ... a friendly elderly goat-herd semi~seriously
considers that at least one of the girls might be glad toc be wifed
by him and in the meantime has happily named his goats after the
girls in the gXOBP. )

More serious has been the reputation of the group as a possible
source of drugs. It seems that the police did descend on Scopello

L 4

and much effort had to be extended by the village to persuade the

police to c&ll of f thoir invoatigations. Yt is said that the village
peoplo are resentful that the gxoup (cven ifithexa was not thc >3
“slightest reason to suspect them of smcking or taking dxugs) had
>'bronght the policc dowd upon their villagc. Meanwhilc, I‘m told
Scopellians toy with such thcughtn as

tAre they on holiday?'
tWhere does thelr money come from??
'Why do they live like they do if they do have money??
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twhat is their work??

1why don?!t they do regular work??’

'How can pottery and making things be real work?!®
'Why don®t they keep themselves clean? - even peor
people are clean.’ i

-

Scopello being such a small place the Daxrtington group are
particularly very visible. It was also sald that the pecple of the
village falt keenly that they rarely received any letters, greatings
or Christmas cards, etc. from the Dartington youngsters aftar they
went heme. They added that apart from the thank-you's and parties
at Scopallc, no formal thanks had been expressed by the Trust. *it
would be usaeful to read out a letter of thanks in the chuxch'! I was

told,

AN INTERPRETATION

what is required of Dartington students is fairsly straight-
forward but bayond this the basis of these kinds of problens and the
underlying attitudes which they betray seems to me to be ralated to
the puzzlement of the people in Scopelle regarding what the
Dartington Group is about. Beginning as it has, based on the David's
lives in Scopelle which originally did not have a Mgoeial work base"
project in mind, the project has apparently never really cpaﬁly,
explicitly and continually declared itself to the populace in the

sense of explaining who and why the group is there, what it would

1ike to do, how it would like to set about it, what are the problems
, i grou with
which have arisen and how thel/might fruitfully fit in/the life and

aspirations o£>Scop§llc itself. Of course this is not easy to do

in this situation and would need to ba thought about in terms of how
¢

best to present and convey the project, and the basis of co-operatien,

between Dartington and Scopello. However, in terms of aestablishing

working relationships and strengthening these, I think it would be

useful to work these problems through. My view is that there would
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he real advantages if it could be arrangad for a group of ths psople
of Scepello to be involved, to 2 degree, formally in establishing
_the goals and working out the datailed implementation of lacal
efforts by the Daxrtington Gxoup. Generally the mor= oxplicit and
viaible the intentions, targets, skills and methods can bacome, the
less opportunity for misunderstanding by +he Sicilians, and the moxe
roocted in the reality, the efforts of tha Dartington Group should
become. Such an approach would also require detailed planning of the
work of each member of the group, and could act as & monitoring
element of the work done. Such an open style of operation would
imposa a degree of limitation upon the more opportunistically inclined,
and demand a degrae of discipline froam any "as—the-mooé-and«inspiraticn—
takes mae" type. However, tha opean sharing of the planning, implementa-
constructive
tion and evaluation of tasks would provide a/working relationship with
the villagers and perhaps, although setting an enfamiliar pattern,
might provide an exanmple for creating change in the running of their
own affairs, including such organisations as the co—operative. Such
a structure could and should also provide an opportunity for any mig-
understandings and misinterpretations to be voiced early and dealt
with before this created unspoken deterioration in the working

partnership.

SCOPRLLO AS A BASE

Thinking of Scopello as a base from which a variety of projects
can emanate, Julian has ﬁuggéstéd a number o!'%reaa 6! endeavour.

i$>Potférz

2) Agriculture J

3) ¢lubs for young people

4) Assisting with the Teaching of Art and Crafts, either
in privata or the public echool systen.
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Pottery

A major focus of intersst at
" pottery. A kiln has been buil
been produced. Problems have aril
Apparently a licence is required

depends on the xind of visa one h

Scopello has been the developnent

t and a failr amount of work has

[4)

sen in the selling of the work.
and the cbtaining of such a licence

ag, - In any avent the necassary

v

acceptance for selling what has been preduced nas not been forthconing.

However, Julian thinks a naj
with the exhibiting of the work ©
this summer. As 1 understand it,
group doing the pettery and nc on
s serious worker. Whatever the s
potential of this field of endeav

of ways of strengthening the prog

1) A skilled potter {The ef
accounts sond well-rade a
to one viewer, Tas one wo
tending to the whimsical

sr breakthrough may have been nade

¢ the students in Castellamare early
te date it has been +ha Dartingten

e from outside has been drawn in as

elling aspects and the commercial

our, there would seem to be a nunbar

Trammne.

forts to date have produced by all
nd beautiful pieces, but according
uld expect, somewhat amateurish and
and unrelated to the traditicns

of Sicily in design - understandably the students have not
seen enough pottexry - they sean to rely vexy much on the
doing-their—own-thing idea of creativity™) A skilled potter

would need to extend prog

resaively the talents of the

students, teach skills and develop understanding of the art

and the tradition.

2) An electric kilpn would make a great difference. {Apparently

there are problems with b

luctuating current which makes such

kilns difficult to contrcl. However, I am told such problens
have been surmounted elsewhere in Sicily).

3) A reqular routine of work would need to be established by at

lgeast one or two members

of the group to create the ambience

of a professional endeavour. (In this cultural context it
{ie extremely important for work to Dbe segn as work, and

persistence over time is

a major factor.

4) Participation Some Sicilians would need 1o be drawn into
- active and continuing participation {n the work. (It is of

course possible to think
does not necessarily aim

in terms of an artist colony which
at being a Sicilian effort. This

might simplify matters of organisation but limits the

objective of the project

largely to experience for members

of the Dartington group and does not therefore provide much

for the Sicilians.)




Agriculture

chmandablyvthe pecple of Scopells have managed te launch a
 co-operative. Typically this has begun with the raising of meney
to purchase a tractor. The Governmant grants ccver 80% of the cost
of such vehicles. The time between the purchase and the arrival of
the@money ig ordinarily an extanded and anxious period for members
of a co-operative, but in #pct the meney arrived and led to rejoicing
at the time of my visit to Scopallo. Julian estimates that (again
typically) the tractor is underused and perhaps is in action 40% of
the time.

The real problems, however, are both the quantity and quality

of land available for the co-operative to work., Mention has already

besn mada of the unwillingness of many of the landewning familiés

{n and sround Scopello to join such a co-cperative in that it might
atand in the way of thea selling their land when high prices are
offered by the building speculators, Nevertheless, during a meéting
at the time of my visit, the members of the co-operative agreed to
rent pieces of land to the co-cperative as an experiment for the
coming year.

Those whe are sagaer for the co-oparative to succeed were much
encouraged by this agreement. The co-cperative too has baen‘
interested by the suggestions of Julian, Paul Oliver and others that
the cﬁltivétion of vegetables and other cash crops might be possible
with lmprovement in irrigztion and also with the possible development
of greenhouﬁe cultivation. Asother technology mentioned is the
development of dry compost. |

In order to obtain jgome advice about the potemtial and develop-
ment of this co;cpcrative, a consultation was arranged with a

Professor Simeti, an agriculturist from the University of Palermo.*

% gee footnote on p.l7




His opinion of the possibilities was rather discouraging although

he did his best not to sound that way in discussing matters with the
co-operative members. He thought that as there was.-no continuous
land running from the mountaini the difficulties of rationalising
the water supply were insuperable and this would rule out thé
possibility of growing vegetablas or adequately supplying anyv green-
house censtruction. He did say that it ceould be tried but I thought
that was more in the way of giving encouragement than his professional
assessment of the possibilities of success. His views were that
possibly the developament of bee-kseping and raising of turkevs might
nost suit the conditions of the Scopello situation. I understand
that the president of the co-operative was somewhat enthusiastic
about this idea of bee-keeping and said that he had suggested such a
thing himself,

Encruragement and assistance might certainly continue to be
given to the Scopello co-cperative, and indsed I think this is an
important dimension for the morale of that co-operative. However,
it would seem that such imputs would have a limited scope, To
enlarge upon this, Dartingtoﬁ might wish to consider obtaining some
land of thelr own by way of expaerimentation and demeonstration. The
land around Scopello is of course already in short supply and £o
enter the market for such land,no matter that one may be co-operating
with the local people, is nevertheless to enter into an area where
there is much competition and at the time when land prices would

reflaect the upsurge that the possibility of selling it for 6ther

* (footnote for p.16) By chance it turns out that Professor Simeti

is the husband of Mary Sigetl, an American-born woman who assisted in

the Swansea University Study Tour in and around Gela with Eyvind Hytten

some years ago. She has lived in Sicily for many years and is familiar
“ith the community development movement. She is certainly someone

-hom cne could draw upon for help and guidance in Sicily. The Simetis

can be reached at Piazza Buropea 13, Palermo. Tel: 51.47.06 or in the

summer at Alcamo Marina Tel: 21.0.21
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than agricultural purposes brings about. Cne would also be competing
with those co-operative members who are already wanting agrxicultural
land for themsal?es. Such an endeavour therefore seems impractical.
Two posaibilities of land away “frem Scopello have been suggested:

Castel di Raida

A few mliles east of Scopello and back higher against the mountain
face is a most attractive baglio. It has an atmosphere of remgtieness
congidering its relative proximity to the coastland beleow, and houses
a small number of families, There is a church in one corner of the
courtyard and in another a tumble-down housa with another tumble-down
tuilding, formerly a wine-press, below. Cutside the baglio is a
group of farm buildings which seem to ba actively operating, with
cattle and other livestock. Theres is a strip of land for sale and
a small spring which waters it. The house ir the baglio apparently
could ba bought for £300.00, The restoration would require major
 gtructural work but the building, the old wine-press and the strip
of land might just be a viable proposition ~ its closeness to
Scopelle and its romantic setting being the main attraction to off-
get a multitude of limitations.

Vulganeraa

An alternative agricultural base would be provided if the
possibility of centering activity upon Vulganerea was considered.
Vulganerez is quite far from Scopello and cannot really be seen as
a practical link with it. Howevaer, thera are about 5 hectares of
land. This would offer and cail for a major agricultural input. .

Attached to the land is a déserted palazzo, with a fine féuntain
fallen into disrepair andloriginally fed by a stone viaduct which'

‘arches across the garden but which also has fallen into disuse. The
water now runs (a=mply it would seem)'in a stream instead. Although

1 was not abla to see the interior of the palazzo it seems to be

in not too bad a condition. The asking price is said to be
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seut £14,000 which includes the land.

Vulganerea is clecse to Partinicao and the Jato Dam, and linkg
~th Dolci's work ﬁight be facilitated. The palazzo would also
om to offer room for worksheps.. However, Vulganeroa as a community
‘25 been deserted aﬁd i therefore currently socially isoclated.

The question arises: To what deqree can and does th

s

“~xtington project wish to involve itself in a major agricultural

crientation?

An appraisal of the group's agricultural work to date in
ﬂcapello* might offer some Iindicators.

As I understand {t, some land was rented and scme initial
sathusiase expressed. There was some irrigation and an attompt was
made to grow vegetables both for gelf-sufficiency and hy way of
somonstration. However, this effort has not been sustained in latex
y.ars. The familiar back-breaking daily effort on the land has not

T the style of the Dartington Group and the Scopellians were
axpecting to observe this. HNor did the result, accordingyto the
willage, appear to justify the utilisation of the soil in a land-
mungry village. Irritation regarding this has bsen veiced in the
village despite the rental that was received for the use cf the land,
%+ should be expected that the direct working of the land as a
fomonstration by a Dartingten Group would require a greater degree
cf expertise and a disciplined work programme.

As far as T could dizcover there seems to be no agricultural
extension service, as we know it, épetating in Italy, It dces seem
ztrange with the govermment's investment in co~operation that there
is no such service, but certainly if provision does exist this is

i
20t apparent at the grass-roots level. However, in the north-west

* gee the Dartington Newsletters.
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Sicily area there are a aumber of roscurces. As mentioned above,
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expertise which can be called upon”. In additicn, an ex-Dolci
collaborator** ig in the process of calling upen a voluntary effort
from the University of Palermo and others to set up a consortium to
come to grips especially with the possible agricultural developnent
deriving from the irrigation opportunities provided by the Jato Dam.
1 was unable to explore this lead further, as efforts to make
contzet failed., However, this could be followed up through Mary
Simeti.

Specialised work with greenhouss cultivation might be the
basis of a Vulganerea project. tn the eastern end of Sicily
apparently, there has been development of such a technolegy, and the
Dolci Trust have also shown interest.

Greanhouses aspecially need to tackle the problems of a control-
led water supply. In addition, capital investment and marketing will
need to be carefully explored. For example, it is said that year-
round strawberry cultivation might be possible. The demand in
northern Italy and Europe is said to exiat; the cost of packaging and
transportation might, however, prove prohibitive. Unlike ccuétries
such as Israel with its citrus crop, harxrdly any work has been done
in Sicily on off-season crop strains.

Afforestation projecta are also worth considering.

The conclusion would seem.to'ba that involvement in the agri-
cultural areas of development require a heavy commitment of resources
in expertise, experimentﬁtion and capital, and a scmewhat back-~breaking
task from any Dartington Group. what it i{s that Dartington can and
wishes to contribute specifically to what kind of agriculture and

where would need to be answered. If such an area of concern doas

# Franco PAPARATTII (7)

#% 1 think this is a man named Ugo MINTICHINI, an ex-General Secretary
of the Camera del Lav 'o.
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interest Dartingteon, then a zsnecinl study

agriculturalists and herticulturalists should bo ountoao.

Clubs for Young People .

Julian has expressed interest in the develepnment of scme youtih
club work and, possibly for younger children, unstructured play-
groups of the junk playground kind.  Both of these would have an
arts and craft eorientatican. Thess clubs and playgrounds are scon
as having an intreducticn value for a Dartington group, to involve
the community in variocus sgli-help and community acticn PIocasses,
Apparently, some work has already been attempted in the Piazza Marina
arga of Palerme and in a squatters take-over of appartiment blocks
axrea in Trapani,

The simplest current suggestion ssems to be to work out of a
harbour-front building in Castellamare, cffering craft materials and
skills. Another possibility is to work out of the migration centre
in Trapani with which Angslo Bertucci has connections.%ﬁ

On the ocutskirts of Palermo we visited a large and socially
bleak-looking housing development, and noted close by a broken down
palazzo which is not being used. It apparently belongs to an

EE'SY
orphanage. We wondered whether the orphanage organisation might
be interested in using this building for setting up the kind of base

that the Dartington group might help develop for the purposes we

have in mind,

* Although the objects and materials which are discarded and
used for Adventure Playground purposes in affluent societies
have probably still,a commercial use in poor ones.

## This organisation has requested a more formal contribution
from Da:tington. See the section concerning work in the school
aystem,

**% Istituto di Benificenza Sede a Roma ("Bosco Grande®, Villa al
Quartiere Zan, Palermo (7))




seen as nperely a smallescale recreational progromme, poneiraticn into
the complexities of local secial problems would most certainly rxequire
"a residential commitment in the arca of cperaticn. A local support

-»
organisaticn, perhaps along the lines of the carly settlement house
novenent, would also seem to be a nscessiiy if continuiziy, enzrgy and

[ nie I

resources are to be made available as the emerging probloms and
conditlons require. The respensibility for carrying nuch of this
work would best be carried by the Sicllians themselves with cutsideozs
initially perhaps stimulating the growth of such a programme, cone
tributing rescurces and speclal skills, Coemunity organiszation and
programming would be high on a list of such gkills, and a team with
proven experience in this filald of work is what cne would nesed to
aim at providing,

That a need exdsts in the towns is czrtain. Whether the torxturoed

social and political system would make it pessible for a Dartington

Jjroup to succeed in this work is problematical.

It ils very difficult to assess the practicalities of such a
contribution., My guess is that an undertaking of this kind ought to
be considered a major project in its own right, rather than one of a

1
nunber of Bcopello-supervised sub-projects.

Teaching of Arts and Crafts

The Dartington group have been involved over the years in a

#*
nuaber of efforts to teach arts and crafts in various schools,
4

* Such as: :
(1) State Secondary School, Alcamo
(2) Dolci Trust, Borgo Centre, Trappeto (Teacher Training)
(3) Gioventd Nuova (Evening School) Palermo (Sig. Thea Gallo (7))
(4) Dr. Burruso's School, Palermo
(5) Trapani Evening School for illiterate children
(6) Valderice residential establishment for maladjusted boys
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though there has been iittle cenvinuity From yens oo FRLroor o oanm owiens
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Cases throughout a year, part frem at Alcamp, the ehools worlied

Cenerally the Dartingten Studgnts have found the childron unruly,
with limited attention spans, and there have been sroblems in Reome-
ing order and sustaining momontun, Thoese of the bar
who have worked in the schools have comagnted upon thno abgonce of
Spontaneity and creativiity in the children?®s worl andg the gener-al

lack of interest and enthusiasm as well ag skills of the teachers,

Tha rigidity and illiberal quality of the Italian school systoenm
is generally acknowledoaed, ?@ach@r-tzaining has changed little from
the arrangements made during the Fascist peried and according to one
observer 'it was and is encouraged by the Vary worst sides of Catholiw
clam?, Teaching emphasises "The country, the flag and the church?
and f'makes no links between local, national and international situ-
ationgt,

Two teaching opportunities present themselves currentlys

A} Servizio Sociale per gii Enmigrati have produced a formal

%
reguest to the Dartington Hall Trust for help with taachers in the

Centro Addestramento Artiginale {(Centre for Artisan Training), They
are asking particularly for help in launching a pottery course and
possibly work in jewellary~making, Painting, macramé, ironwork and
the history of art., The idea is "to give strength to local artisan
traditions® in the Trapani area whare, although it ig mediocre in
quality, some work continues in coral, woodwork} silver, pottery and
weaving. They see this ag 3 fairly formal pProgramme for youths Aged
between 14~20, and spreading across the school year from Cctaober to
¢

June. The Programme, which is largely financed by the German

Protestant Church, operates in cne of the areas with the highest rates

? see Appendix



of emioration. The
ships for students; find acceommodation; deal with agcounis and
advertising and manage t+he exhibit

—

B) 2oth Orazic del Guillmo of the Dolei Trust at the Zorge in

Trapetta and Dolci himself in Paxtinico apoke highly of the pursery
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school at Daxtington in regard te its style of =du

architecture. It is expacted that the Partinico Frees School will oz

built and brought into service in the autumn of 1974. The free
school will be designated an texperimental school?! and therefore

will be able to choose its staff. Dolei is beginning to plan the
training of these teachers but did not seem 10O have Dartington®s
experience with teaching training specifically in nmind as a resource
for this purpose. However, he does wish to send nis daughter to
Dartington Nursery School for ex@@ri@nce&, It might well bz that al-
though same dlfferences of philosophy amexgédb@twaen Dolci and
Royston Lambert, there is ample basis for Dartington to consider tha

possibility of involving themselves torganically'’, as Dolci puts

o
IR g
«

in the development of this Partiniceo schoel.

Dartington's experience in education along with its teacher
training programme and cultural endeavours provides a potentially
.important resource in the Sicilian context.

1+ is here especially that a mature and professional contribu-
tion might be made, within which the Foxhole youngsters mipht channel
their idealism, energy and latent talents. It is to be expected that
even the best of their trial and exror effort; to date should show
signs of their 1imited teaching skills and experience, on top of the

problems posed by the unfamiliar cultural, social and organisational

setting.

» gee Appendix
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one deteects that the teaching efforis have been in the nature of
superficial additions and peripheral to tha forces at woos
school structuraes.

Educational endesavours in Sicily would seem 1o raquire

1. Handling of the effort by someona with expertise in
the training of teachers. le should be able to adapt
this expertise for volunteers who may have no formal
background but who can be helped to function aeffectively
in teaching situations. The trainer must be inventive,
flexible and rasponsive to the cultural and social
situation in Sieily. Particularly he must help to work
out simple curriculaj pace work smoothly from simple to
complexi adapt programmes to the special neaeds of
different groups.

2 Working out and establishing adequate admin
responsibility for the teaching efforts; ¥
particular input to the total programme;j ef
involving the full-time teachersj playing a role
feeding the experience inte the policy-making processas
of the educational institutions concerned,

3, Creating a structure and a methodology for bullding up
and transferring both the experience and thae teaching
materials from one teacher/voluntzer or sizuaticn to
another, so establishing a +echnical as well as an
organisational continuity.”

The careful building up of working relationships with the schools

and the school system constitutes an important initial stage of any

educational input in Sicily.

#+ Fiona Pomerand, in 1971 working at the Borgo, was thinking along
the right lines when she reported "When I hava time I am going
to write a fairly detailed pamphlet on these and other suitable
techniques for children im schools™ '

Did she, and how was 1t then used?
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Cne way O cpening up
identify the teachers and tha Lobb
to welcome & Dartington input in teachsy +raining and the art and
craft skills, wonld be 1o affar ond ind of prizs or W
mind is an award for the work of classs

of projects; which could be along the 1ines of thase suggestad by

> ¥* 3 ., s n - . i . v 3
papl Oliver - A member of the partingion group could prepare DR~
self to take steering :eaponsibilit; for @ach project. suggestad

includer-
A documentation of the wild flora of westarn Sicily,with
paintings of the flowers, buds, frult etc.
A study of motifs 1in Sigilian cart-painting. and intex-
views with an¥y surviving artists who work or worked on
them.

s record of sicilian folk songs = how many exist of ihe

5000 collacted py Vigo? Whaﬁ_Caaﬁumi pow remaln in the
region, and what variants aré there nf the ciuri {fliower

couplets and triplets)? Wnat shepherd songs?

Study of the architgcture of the Bourbon baglioss siudias
of wernacular sheliteYs, cave-dwellings, gven LyD®S.

The material culture of peasants and shepherds}) local
crafts, harnesses; wooden bell frames 8lc.™*

In addition:-

A coliection of Sicilian childrents gam@se

A collection of excerpts from emigrants® letters around
problens of adaptation and description of conditicns
abread.

Esgays ont gy future in Sieily®

Drawings of deserted housesd, etc., @tc.

might provide interesting material.

# 1 think Paul Oliver saw these as projects undertaken by

Dartington people themselves. lere wa AYe changing the idea

to Dartington performing the role of encouraging the sicilian
schools to do the work.

Por an amusing (and exaggerated) example of this idea see
Lionel Davidson's novel'Psmith's Cazelle"

## OLIVER, Paul. The Dartington sicily Project, Pag® 7




ing the materials exhibiting and po3s

-hips might be hammered out with Sicilian taachers and school

aicont wish to contributae.

THE BARTHOUAKE DISASTER AREA

o

paul Oliver was impressed with the possibility of schnical

s
o4

contribution {with the co-cperation of the Axchitectural Association]
te the earthquake disaster ared which has devastated the gmall towns

of 5t., Minfa, Gibelina, St. Margarita and partanna, which stand

above the Belice valley, and salemi to the pnortheast. Certainly

these towns dramatically fulfil evaeryone'’s im&gin&ry;yi@w of what

the result of an earthquake looks like. Theugh the earthquake struck
years ago; +he buildings have in the main not g@@n cleared, th@y

remain broken and sagging; the weathering paintings and interior
decoration of churches can ba seen staring above the petrified chavss
The wild grasses and spiked weeds push up through the crackaed streeils
and walls, producing a surrealistic awesona@ beauty which contrasis
appallingly with the wgly alien rows of Nissen huts which now house
many of those who extracted themselves fram the rubble of their homesS.

The kind asd degree of technical help in re-buildingj; use of

present housing stock; improvement pf materials, design of housing

in eatthquake areas eic., I am not cempetent to comment upol. Although
from a lay point of view such a technical contribution would be
desirable, given Italy's reputation in dam and bridge puilding and
~Yighway construction, and the involvement of their technicians and

companies in the third world (especially in Africa) one wonders why
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such expertise dogs not already exist within the fountry itself,

The preoblen almost certainly is the political and social preoolisza

ts the service of ordinary paople. The history of this disaster
area is probably as good an example as any of the difficuliies.

THE ISTITUTC SYILUPPO SDILIZIA OCIALDE {7.5.E.5.) was szpecially
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appointed to deal with the roconstruction folleowing
This is a government organisaticn under the Minister of Public Works
in Reme. At the time there was an effective Minister from th
socialist-left in power and large sums of money and well-trained staff
ware made availabl&.ﬁ Study and research inciuding social and
anthropolegical studies™™ with people participation were undertaken,
and by 1966 full master plans were presented and approved. Since
then 'One village has started rebuilding, the mcdernisation project
has not begun, micratlon has speaded up, but beyond this virtually
- nothing has taken place.’

Attempts to get popular participaticn in planning for the re-
construction ran into insuperable difficulties. Meetings called
for this purpose of drawing upon theideas of the community were met
with silence. At a later date pecple seemed to make prepared state-
ments which clearly emanated from powerful vested Interests. ‘The
people appeared tc have no trust for each other nor any wish for
communal facil?ties. For example, in rebuilding houses they insisted

that they be separate. The sharing even of a party wall was rejected.

They seemed to wish to be free from observation by others. it was as

% 1t is familiaxr in Italian politics that the concept of a “lgyal :
opposition™ is virtually unknown, Opposition gpposes both in polilc
and implementation of programama. Provincial powers characteristically
undermine the intentions of the central governzent. Resources are
held up and diverted. At best tureaucratic ineptness holds up
acticﬁ”intentionally, at worst deiiberats sabotage and corruption
sges to it that beneficiaries rarely see the results of legislation
and budgeting...

#% One such study was contributed by AMALIA SIGNORELLI DYAYALA, Gruppo
di Antropolegia Culturale, Universitd di Urbimo (Isiituto di Socicolegia
- Pacoltd di Magisterc) 61029 Uxbino, via Bramante. Tel: 0722.4573
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take into account wWays of

+he toriured matyise of relaticnshirs. Thera 13 a Strong argunent foY

considering involvenent witl brganisation 1,5,8.9,

J
o
7
&

9
)
<
2
5
5
®
o
T

in any case it would e essential %o ohtain and study the writien

material cn the ares and to discuss the mﬁﬁsibilitieﬁ with the people

&
concerned.

An alternative npoint of gntry™ o 1,5.8.5. might be provided
py the Centro di Ricerche Seonomiche Sociali pe¥ 11 Meridione
: — H - S 3o 241
(C.R.E.S.M.) headed by Lorenzo Barbers. LBaxoera is politically
~smmitted on the 1eft and is eager to bring ‘political awareness’

through the C.R.E.S.M. g asks specifically 1f Dartingion would

help finance the uilding of a training centre. He is an ardent

organiser of co-operative effort. He explains that aftexr the war
and with geovernment initiative co~operation grew swiftly. Many of
these co—~OpS gubsequently collapsed through poor management and lack

of exporienc. Money from the com0ps Was invested cutside the areas

% Istitute Sviluppo sdilzia Socliale
via Morgnogni 304
Roms. Telt B84.10.01

Chalman of Project for Sicilys~ Engineer GIORGIO GUGLIORgMELLA

Office of Chairman of Studies and research Section
Social Sexrvices Buxeau ‘
DR. GUIDO'CANTALAMESSA

Consultant with social workers for involwving villagers in
rebuilding the earthquake villages
Architect NINO MILIA

»» LORENZC BARBERA
Organizazione Popolare del Belice
Baracca M. Luther King, Partanna 91028 TRAPANI
C.ReE,5,M. Central office - Via Baracche 19, 91100 Trapani
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merchants®e wine, brandy snd alechol was aot ?rcducsi in Sicily

problem towards establishing a wine industry in Sicily is the B.2ebos
regulation regarding the use 0f SuUgate Attempts have ween made 0
change from the nonoculiure; stepping ¥E the cultivaticn of olives,
growing of salada and fruite These nessibilities are encouraged by
the irxrigatiocn potential of the HMemphis Tem, Work is requirsd on
launching an afforestation effort.

Meanwhile, 25,000 houses werae destroyed in the earthquake azresd,
within which there had already been 8,000 previously homeless

2

families, In addition to the osbetruction and misappropziation of
govexrnment funds is the fact that inflation has and is eating into
+he value of the grants foY new housesS. with the aid of bis
supporters, including some young people from abroad, Barbera has
helped to organise families to pool thelr resources and join tegether
for the reconstruction of their homesj 500 workers have joinad
carpentry and txanspartation co-operatives but he has not baen
successful in gatting stonemasons and metalworkers o cona togethey
in co-operative efforts. Barbera strikes one as an energetic, open
and determined man. Tn addition 1o his request for hard cash he
thinks he might be able to use wtechnical help te the co~ap@ratives
and agsistance in @esign and engineering in the building work®, He
locks for 2 highly personal commitnent from any nelpers and insists
on a thorough understanding and involvement with Sicily and sicilians.
rarbera might well provide a tpoint of entryt, even bearing in

mind the particular slant of his organisation. 1 would suggest that

3£ the disaster area continues to be a serious focus for partington’s
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Pavbera and the C.R.E.S.l. and have a ¢iose lock at the co-operatives’

parbera said he would welcome such a visit.

VIt will be approclated that 7,8.2.5, and C.R.E,S.M. represent
two very different bases Ilroel which to work, but scmething of this
kind is obvicusly necessary in the earthouake area. Especially in
this situation it would not be advisable, T think, to consider
setting up some kind of independent base, and to an even greatex

degree than in the previously discussed prejects, very specific

statements of commitment would need to be spelled out.

what has been discussed up to this point is the outcropping of
work, commenced by the Scopello-based group, which could becom@ nore
solid sub-projects or even projects in thelr owwu right. Generally
speaking, however, Scopello is envisaged as the parent base from

which overall supervision of projects would flow, and to and from

12

which a number ° of itinerant workers would travel (in Sicily an
expensive occupation).

Cae watter to be faced if Scopello is to remain the geographic
centre of Dartington's efforts is that of accommodation. Th; houwss
in which the group has been living 1s no longer available feor rentgf
but it couid be bought for arcund £5000, which would include a gmall
strip of very stony land it the rear which might be suitable for
the erection of a workshop or‘extxa living facilities. Accepting

the Scopello geedwill and familiarity and the wrench that a mave

*+ see Appendix for some C.R.E.S5.,M, literature and an appeal circula=
ted on behalf of the fishermen at Trapani. '

#% The rental during 1972-3 was £200 p.a.
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ehive)and I'm told that in one school in the Hertforxdshire Education
Authority 10% of the children are Italian imnigranta.

tn Butera there secms to De a reasonable watex supply b9ﬁh for
domestic use and agriculture, and artisans in ecarpentiy, WoodWOZIl ,
building, metalwork and mechanics can be ssen at work. BRaking,
cheese-making, knitting, flourish and theze are many shbps, stores
and a Sank. There is a school, many yowikg people, a bullding which
serve§ as a youth centre, a locai pop-music group, a numbar of |
political clubs and a continuing admiration for Mussolini, though :

it is said; no ﬁafia activitye.
N With at least half of Sutera having migrated to work elsewhere
; ?
there are many houses available. {A good modernised house, running

water, electricity, kitchen, up~to-date bathroom, toilet etc. Jjust
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established by an English family, Hen and Yvonne Jones and thelr two
children {age 9 and 10 years). They cene to Sutera {on their way

o s

to re-establishing their lives outside Britaln) originally as

temporary visitors at the suggestien of cne of their students in
Hertfordshire wheose home as in Sutorie upon

_+hem seems to have been immediate and profound, and they guickly
decided they would make thelr permanert home in the town. Both are

with young
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artists with teaching qualifica
people and with adults through the W.E.A, Ken Jones strikes one as
an exceptionally practical person with a broad interest in the azis
and education. He was head of the Art depariment in a comprehe#siva
school. His painting is vigerous and striking, with a penetrating
feeling for the savage landscape and harsh light that gives Sicily
such dramatic impact. Technically his work shows great skill,
though he had not painted for some years prier to his arrival in
Sutera. He has a keen interest in the cinema and in methods of
communication, has taught pottery, involved himself in community
action and already the Joneses seem to have a wide circle of friends
T d working relationships with young pecple in Sutera.

Yvonne is thought by her husband to be more competent as an

o have been very successfully
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sictures were obviously well receilved by the Suteresi, who pointed
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familiar landscapes {although most of th®
painiings were as much abstract as r¢presentaiicna1} and the faw

portraits of local persons. The paintings were priced on a

oF
M

.

cssg sre were some ready sales. YThe

]

professional scale but neverthe

b

Joneses have exhibited their work in a number of galleries in Sicily,

Yoba

have carried off a number of prizes and have a wide rangs of contacis
with artists, gallery owners and patrons. They are familiar, too,
with much of the pottexy that is being turned out on the islard and
the kind of market that exdists for arts and crafts genemlly.

Sutera strikes me as having many advantages which axe well
worth considering, if it is decided to continue providing a similar
range of possibilities as those ploneered in Scopeile.

The tswn is large enough to provide a single centre in which to

concentrate all the activities which would need to be geegraphically

# The church possesses a riot of bells, ordinarily idiosyncraticall
belting odt the passing of the quariexr bours and flooding the

mornings with ethereal piped choral nusic.
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sloring the possibility of Work, Say, W

preparatory work among those alongside wheose families they will

—d

‘bsequently live., Perhaps teacher training

.4 others in Sutera for subsequent work in the immigrant recception

sas., Such an effort could have a far-reaching two—way impac
In Sicily, as in similar areas, we hear the oft-repeated appeal

. ~r job opportunities to halt and reverse emigration. However socund

~wuch a goal, realistically there is alsc a need to facilitate

. ‘an where in the intermediate term migration is inevitable, as iz

‘.e case in Sicily, A programme gould b2 developed to help prepaxe
2 migrants for the social, cultural and econcmic realities of the

v Ll

coeeiving community.
If a Dartington group had come to know the Suteresi in Britain

& rad worked with them, the group would be in an excellent position

T s 25

mount a useful service in Sutera. This could include teaching

inglish (support from the British Council?), providing information on

he way to use and contribute to British communiiy resources, worlk

-egulations, social security provisien, health services, etc; the

-sle of trade unions, foreign workers? organisations, evening

~lasses, British customs and ways, and SO Ofse.- The Suteresi,

s

saturning to Sicily at fiesta time, could be organised to give forma
2 OIWo

secounts of their experience, etc.

In a very real way it can be argued that the positive changes
that take place in the experiencé of the migrants might in the long
run be just the factor which will feed back into profound and
positive social change in S%cily {itself. Sutera could admirably
nrovide Dartington with just such an opportunity in this field.

The Joneses have established hard-wen relationships with this

community, which as we have seen with the Davids in Scopello, is an




the NECESSAry BOREY. SOne financial arrangement might

2

out to the mutual satisfaction of Dartington and the Joneses.

Additiconal Staff Resourcas

paul Oliver has recommended frune Palotta and Adanm Zyw a3
potential staff zesources for the Sicily project. I viglted Adanm
Zyw in Italy and spoke with Bruno in Lendon. Subsequently I have
spoken to Mrs Claudia Bembeck of Dembeck Palotta Associataes, 253

Stewarts Grove, Lenden SW3 6FH, Tels O1=351 1781

Home: 65 St. Helens Gardens, London W10 Tels O1-360 1481

Bruno must be in his 30°%s, is married to an Ixish girl and has
an infant child. He is Italian boxm, studies at the Architectural
Association and is interested in planning in development of the
backward regicns, He is left wing in his politics,. Brﬁno is in
professicnal partnership with a Mrs. Claudia Dembeck, also Italian
born, of mixed Eurcpean parentags, and whe wentvto the States at

the age of eight. They are in practice in London under the name of
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Deubeck Palotta Asscciates,

Mrs. Dembeck they sent me a "repor: of cur interests”? in ths
- 2 . - 4 " o - 5 e a0 > - ™ e b e
Dartington Sicllian Project. Bruno and s, Lamtock ses thomselves
. —~ A 5 3 - proge 4 I - . . 3 ¥
as assoclated con short—tarm, highly professional assigrnmont basis

and relate themselves largely to work which includes urban baszed
projects and pressure group processes. Thoy night cextainly be

drawvn in on specific undertakings of the technical kind that Paul

disaster arsa.
Adam Zyw
Home: The Cottage, 80 Killyon Road, London SW8 Tel: Cl-522 %102

Abroads Peggio lamuntanlo Castagneto Carducci 57011, Livorno,
Italy.

Adam must be in his late 20's, is married to a lively young
woman who tsaches cookery and would cortainly be an asset to any
group functioning in Sicily., Adamts family have owned a house and
land in Tuscany for meny years just inland from the coast below
Livorno. Adam's father is a professional artist who has spent nmuch
time in Italy since his student days in the 1930s., The famil?
cultivate olives, vines, fruits and vegetables and aim to be at
least self-sufficient. Adam takes much of the xeséonaibility for
this work and is obviously useful with his hands,

Adam will be completing his work at the Architectural Assccia-
tion in the second half of 1974 and is not sure what he wants to do
thﬂreafter, other than involve himself in scclally worthwhile work
which will make use of and develop his technical'interests.’ He is
1@35 interested in the responsibility for group living which has
b@§; cne of Ju£ian's major contributions,

He and his wife, aleng with two friends, visited Sicily after
my discussion with them and arrived back in London in mid-September.

At my suggestion they visited Scopello and Sutera and had a look at




e 3 ~

the earthquake area. Adam was not able to visit I.8.32.85. in Doso
and pick up their documentation.

In a brief telephone cenversatien his viows of tho Sicilian
situation seem much in harmony with my own. He intends visiting

Paul Oliver and Dartington shortly and will no doub
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impressions for himeelf., He met the Jonase
able to gain access to the palazzo, but his general views of its
physical possibilities should be of scme valde and if this doas
come to figure in Dartingtents plans he would be a valuable nember

of a restcration team.

TRAINING AND FEBDBACK - AN APPROACH

=

1 have not been able to learn much about the training PYOGTam-
mee that have been mounted at Dartington for the Scopello group.

Fesdback to the Dartington programne has, I am told, not been
satisfactory, There are scae reports written by students, and
@xcerpts from these have been printed. Photographs and articles
have appeared in various publications and have been made use of
for publicity purpeses, Certainly such a project should provide a
two-way enrichment and it was intended that Dartington’s activities
should not just be giving, But receiving and sharing the Sicilian
experience,

One impediment to this is that the participants in Sicily have
exclusively been youngsters from the Foxhole school who have completed
their Dartington-based educatién, and do mot return to the School so
that their experience can be drawn upon in the Dartington programme,
However, the groupn's axpegi@nca would stand a better chance of being
collected and used if an organisational structure were created for
*his very purpose.

One way of achieving this would be to assign the responsibility
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mach member of the group a cleaz and specific job descrioticon. This

iob description must ba basad on the actual work to be dondg, which
nas been prepared for in Sicily and tailored to the individualis
talents, skills and potential,

Zach membar of the project group should be expected to keep a
record of his work; of the questions that have cccurred to himg
comments; problemss technical difficultiass and discoveries; possible
alternative solutiens o problems. They should ceollect and present

such materials as appropriate, and included in their dob description

#*F
should be the task of reporting such mBatters regulaxly o

The staff member st the partington end would be gupected to
perform a ‘tutoriall function and also to be xesponsible for
distzibuting the reporis o appropriate psraons throughout the Trust
and its contacts for comment and I2sponse. Tutorial work of %his kin
should be the basis for a regular correspondence wlth each menber of
the Sicily group énd reading materials and the 1ike should be sent
where this is practical. The Dartington-based staff wmember should in

consultation with his colleagues help to select and build up material

# In the prospectus of the North West Sicily Project

s In addition to these andispecific "rechnical™ tasks to be reported,
it strikes me that some mini~literarxy pieces might be encouraged.
Models drawn from Mayhew'!s "London"™, Makal's "Village in Anatolia',
Maswellis "interviews™ in "The Ten Pains of Death® and Dolcif®s
discussions reported in his books comeé to mind.
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asad 8icllian events and sctivitios along the lines suggested by

o

Paul Oliver in his report,

The working out of job degeriptions would serve s ~ubar of

interlocking purposes. 1t would increasingly firm uwp thinking about
Job realities and the capacities of the member of the groun w 3 is
to be matched to the job, The worker would ba geared to the idsa
of an gxplicit day-to-day task-orientod Job of work™, Scme kind of
targeting could be formulatad, not as fixed unm@diﬁi&éi& objectives,
but &8s a way of providing an overall baseline from which method,
skills arnd progress can ba aggsassed.,

The job descripticns, naturally, must be the camponents of the
overall project intent and plan., All the pesaibilities, of CcOoRIrse,
~cannot be anticipated and prepared fer in this wayi new opportunitios
and tasks are likely to spen up unaxpectadliy, and nust bhe responded
te sensitively and craatively. However, the more cleaxly the jobs
and the plan can be stated, the more easily can perspective be
2aintained and the more sound the argument for and the organising
of medifications will becoma. (As this happens it will in turn lead
to improved job descriptions which will improve planning and fesd

into better and increasingly relevant training.) Job descriptions

can aleo be broken down into a Job analysis and this process will

indicate the specirfic skills, knowledge and value-orientations

? As I have listened to accounts of the group's functioning I get

the impression that there has crept in a general looseness of

bagsic purpose and activity. Selection of members is also related
here. I am sure it iz true that many students have "found them-
selves™ during thelr Sicilian experience, A "therapeutlc" clement
has been nmentioned as one rationale for the project. Such a factor
nust always be secondary in selection to "what can this person
contribute to the proijsct?™,
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directed elements of oducation an

One of the wayvs in which these talents are to be used is in
dealing with the fascinating and puzzling problems posed in working
across cultural frontiers, where what each observes and ihe
significance of what esach observes in anotherx's behaviour can lead

E- 23

to zo much mutual smisunderstanding.

For those joining a project in Sicily this knowing-oneself-in-

3

solotion=towan=alien-other is particularly important, especially forx

rlence even within their own

X,

young people with limited life ewps
culture. This arsa of knowledge and social skill merits scme special
sttention in a preparation programme. Much interesting work has

-4

been dona in this field of training by the United States Peacse Corps.

Training materials and manuals have been produced which are wall

2 Training must be based on answars 0 the questicn: Training to
do what? and the more specific and detailed the active varbs
descrlbiﬂg what is to be done, the morxe relevant training can
bacome.

% You may be interested to read
DRUCKER, David "On putting cone's foot through it" International
Social Work Veol., XIXI Mo. 4, 1970

#2% Inez Articoj; Publications and Graphic Divisicn
Cffice of International Operations
United States Peace Cdrps
VWashington DC 20533
U.S5.A,



worth using and omulatin

overseal which other schools
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The nembers of the pro
day discussion wiih ths project leadsr im

zents should be made foy i

and the reports.

I+ might seyve to reiaforce this side

d collages

Ject would of course

1

Blelly, and regulax arrangse

dividual and group discussion of problems

of the project alsc o

mateh sach student with a Sicillian YmomtoxrW with whom arrangsmont

could be made for on-going regular discussions of the progress of

thelyr work from an Italian point of view,

. ! '
#* Some of the readings have been developed for the Peace Corps by

the American Foundation for Continuigg Education.

ASPEHN, Colorads.

“#  Such "mentors® might be enlisted from some of thae people menticned
in this report and in the Appendisx of "Useful Resources”
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txpexionces and efforts that have energad over the three ysarz.
ot the least of the commendable endeaveurs has besn the exploration
and setting up of involvemente with a wide range of agencies and
(ersonsg.

The first considerxation for Dartington is to decide clearly
tas it obvicusly intends to) whether the general aims and asplrations
2 the project are to remain the same or whether modif cations are

d. There is a cholce. At one end of the scale it is possible

‘¢ provide a small group-living experience in a foreign country with

for art and craft work which will in the style of good

o
Yot
ke
ot
e
i

®

Zac
fallowship and active good neighbourliness contribute as much as
©3ssible to the comsunity, Anything mors than this requires a
sreatexr sophistication of organisaticn, staff and material resources
than has pr@Qail@d to dats,

Egpecially as the Davids are wishing to lay down some of their
coxzmitments, the mecsnd'considaxatian is whather Scopelloc should
szmain the location where the main activity takes placej or as the
zagse from which a number of actiﬁiti@g and sub-projects are sexrviced;
’¥ as a sister base for a number of discrete projects in their own
right; or whether a cencentrstion of activitie§ in a new base such

3 Sutera is worth persuing; or even whether Sicily need be the
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1ocaticon at all.

iy

The roport ralses questiocns regarding gho general 1ife style

Q

the Darxtington group in Scopallo and its moaning to the host
community, and suggestions have baen made regaxding the nesd Lo
convey openly to the community the purpsses and procssasas of the
group and to involve the pecple of ihe community in greater day 1o
day ‘management® of the project., Such considerations of couwrse arse
relevant in Scopello or alsewhazre,

The suggestion is made 1o provide voluntgers with Sicilian
wmentors®. In additicn to the influence that the “mentor® rols

A

might have fox individusl members of the greup,/ﬁel@cted panal of
such mentors and other professionals might be freguently and
systenatically consulted by the staff member of ithe group R policy

patters and for help in desling with problems as they arise. The

advantages oxr otherwise of having a Sicilian advisory group and its

* por an art and craft centre emphasis with social contributions
to the surrcunding community Paul Oliver has mentioned scme
alternatives to Sicily. There is a colony of axrtists in Ahmede-
pad in India who arxe to open a second colony on the ontskirts
of the city. The richness of the culture is an cbvicus attrac=
tion and living cests would be cheap. Ahmedabad incidentally
has a first-class school of social work known to me through
Sugata Das Gupta, Director of the Gandhian Institute of Social
studies in Benaxres, who is a vigiting lectuxer and external
examiner. I believe too that B. F. Schumacher of the "Inter-
mediate Technology Devalopnent Group Ltd.", Parnell Houseé,

-5 wilton Road, lLondon SW1V J2 has taken an interest in that
Schoole.

Paul Oliver has also been involved in the Martel region of France
whaera an old cloister (7) is at his disposal and might be used
for similar puxposas.

Italian colleagu@s nave said "Why Sicily - thera is as much
need in areas such as the Abruzzi?®,

i
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Sicilian affair, and is in the spirii oL onk ©f the original stataw

"Anything we do must be in support of init

<
which have already begn takem by tha local

themselves., This point is crucial.®

Immediately preceding thesa senlnces, the prospeclius raads:
#1t cannot be the role of cur voluniesrs 1o go
to Sicily with programmes of reform or change
in mind; such a phlilanthropic invasion of valuas
and initiative would be only anothex in the long
series of alien impositions that Sicilians have
enduxed,®

My view is that although the implied humility, the attitude to
self-generated help and the sense of proportion are sound, influences
from outside, properly utilised, are not necessarily an “invasicon®
but often awaken thé cenacity for self-examination and can lead to
discrimination in asking which Sicilians? in favour of what
Sicilian aspiratiocns? against what Sicilian impediments? etc. Sicily
does not presemt a picture of a pecple satisfied with its condition,
and the idea of change and the tools for change axe themselves
part of a wider cultural heritage of which Sicilians should be able
to command a fair share and use in harmony with all they find of
value in their own traditions....

In any event the programmes and projects that Dartington

undertakes must consciously consider the full implicaticns of what
degree of change they are, or are not, attempting to bring .about.
In addition the conditions for setting up projectis or sub-projects,
the operation, and the im?act of the project will diffex according
to whether one has in mind an organisation which 1s:=

1) Dartington's own project

2} A joint project betwsen Dartingtoa and Sicilians
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projects

£

3) Stimulating othors to create

(to difforent degroes)

[&]

4} Supporting exdsting project

5} Linking volunteers to Sicilian projects which are
established going concerns,

The report examines the po%t@ryg agriculture, youth clu
tgaching of arts and craf%a activities of the group, and considers
scmething of the future and the reguirsments for improving such
activities.

These requirements bear in mind Dartington®s expreszsed wish to
involve more of thelr own programme, personnel and financial
resources, and the report emphasises the need and value of involu-
ing more speclally skilled stafffor the varicus projects.
Opportunity would seem to lie especially in the educatiocnal Field
and ways of making a more solid entry into this area and the need
for a more orderly and professional input are suggested,

An i opraisal of the eaxthquake disaster arca is attempted, and

‘point~ofm@ntry considaerations are raised which lead to suggestions
for possible links with a govermment or privately sponsored organisa=
tien,

The question of the physical acccommodation for the Dartington
group is ralsed and some possibilities are recountad,

The possibility and advantages of relocating specifically in
Sutera are discussed. The possible involvement of Ken and Yvenno
Jones, Adam and Marigold Zyw and Bruno Pallotta and Mrs, Claudia
Dembeck is explored.

Suggestions are made for the e#tablishment of an ongoing
responsibility at Dartington for creating an effective feedback
into and from the full range of Dartington programmes {scme of
which should provide the possibility of short-term projects in

—_

icily firmly related to the ongoing long-term programme, which
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The prospect of strengthening the whole progronne is ruised
.y a preposal for making explicit, formalising and creating
_perational links baiween policy, plans, programming, Jjob descrip~-

“ions, job analysis, training, repdriing, Fagdbacle and < Sl

Finally, spgcific requests ic Dartingten fxonm

.} Servizio Seciale per gli Bmigrati in Trapani
%) Danilo Dolci, Centro studi e Inisiative in Partinico
3} Lorenzo Barbera, Organizzazione Popolaze del Belice in Partanna
sre conveyad.

A list of usaful resources and the {interasts of Dembeck~FPallotta
issociates are appended.

It is hoped that this report will provide a sound and stimula-

&

ting basls for the Dartington Trust to begin discussions of

R
il

uture of this most interesting undextaking.
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the body of this report, the following may be found to be of valugQie

Guiliana Bertolini RIVAS
Via Giotto 64, Palermo 50606294

Trained social worker in child guidance ficld, married to a
psychiatrist, Introduced her to Julian., She would e willing
to call upon some community workerxs to asgist any Dartington
project. Has worked closely with Sig. Thea Gallo and Drx. V.

Borrusd.

Carlo CORSIT
via Macchiveli 30, Milanc., Tel: (02} 49.47.93

Teachar trained in U.S.A, Regular summexr visitor to Scopello,
where he lives in the Baglio. Strong supporter of the co-

oparative and willing to be of help. KRnows the Simetls well.

Dott. FAILLA
Organiser of the Bienalle della Coranica Siciliana,
Biblioteca Communale, Calagirone, Catania.

Rev, Tulioc VINAY

Swiss (7) Community Worker
Sarvizio Christianc

83016 REIST

i
Marco MARCHIONI

Collaborator of Eyvind Hytten, can be reached
Tel: Roma 5779178 or at his office in Bologna 551511 Ext, 439




This is a amjor schesl of sccial worlk fronm which much usaoful
3 : i A e o~ TT e oy o 4 & 7 ——
informaticn and help might bo recgusstod, Mes. srnesta Vacen
Ropers is located here and is one of the cditors of the PIntoere

national Review of Communiz: Davelspment™; and is in touch
v ]
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with relevant professio

She would be happy to

Thers are three recognised schoola of socianl work in Sicily,

In Palemmo the schools are somewhat old-fashioned but the
Messina school has a good reputation. t might be of value to
s@arch ocut good graduates from the echools for heln as
‘rentors?] memberz of an *advisoxy group?! or for specific
tasks as they arise,

l. Scuola ¥Santa Silviaw
Corso Victoria Bmmanuelo 463

Palemo (Miss Sciortino)
2. Scuola “Casare Vittorxelliw
Via Gilbertd 62
Falermo
3. School of Social Work

Via 5. Giovanmi Resce 20
Messina,

UNLA (L'Unione Nazicnale per la Lotta coatro 1'Analfabetismo)
Palazzo dslla Clvitd del Lavoro

Roma EUR

This organisation is known to me especlally for its work in
technical education for youth and its work with co-operatives
in Calabria where Professor Zanfini operates at a centre in
Roggiano Gravina. UNLA has a small centre in Partinice

(Coxrso dei Mille 248 - DirigentesCinquemani). A centre at

Olivarella (Messina) is engaged in elementary school courses

for adults,

LS



1. Clrcole di Culiura

Via §, Francesco dtAssisi; Tel: 28872

2, Circolo Provinciale Cul%
Via Barona Pepoli; Tel:

- . .3 . et .

societa Dante Alighierd
4

-
c/o Provveditorato agli studi

Secial agencies

Ente Nazionale Demccratico dl Azione Sceiale
Via S, Agestine 11

Rag, Francesce Valenti 773

ENAOLI {cxphaned children)

Via Sorba

ONMY (Mother and Child Welfare)

Via Garibaidi 23

Unione Italiana Cilechi (blind pecple)
Via Livic Rassi 40

UNICEF (Offices of AAL)

Plazza Scarlattl; Tel: 27-282

Dott, Antonio Buscainc

Agencies advccatinq‘xights 9f social securitv for workers

ENAS (CISNAIL}
Plazza Umberto 1

—~ INAS {CIsL)
Piazza Matteotti 1-2
Dr, Vito Noto

INCA (CGIL)
Corso Vittoric Bmanuele 87
Dr. Salvatore Caizza

Health Certres linked with social security

Centro Sanitaric INPS

Casa di Cuzxa "Rocco La Rugsa®

Strada Statale Trapani-Valderica i87
bott. Sebastiano Scrofani

Centro Sanitario INATL
Via Marxine Torre

igencies dealing with workers? leisure time

ENAIL.
Via Gatti 9

ARCI (also interested in adult education)
Via Mariano Stabile 261, Palermo; Tel: 243563
¢

limighbourhoed Centres {or agencies running same)

GESCAL
ia Garibaldi 31, Trapani; Tel: 21366

dott, G, Plccione
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Via Alighiexri - Caltagirone;

Centro Culturale ENAIP
Viale della Vittoria - Agrig: 68

Librarigs

UsIsS
Via Parisi 4, Palermo

British Collemge
Via Giugti 24, Palermo

Sicilian Imstitute for ithe Training of Developas

Casella FPostale 80
Palerz
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Normazn KOGAN: The Goverrment of ITialy Ne¥a, 1WCH
A Political History of PostwwWar italy Loadon,
Maurice ¥, NEUFELD: Italy 1 School for Awakening Countries
- =4
Cornell U.P., M.¥. 18061

Margaret CARLYLE: Modern Italy London, HeUske, 1937

The Awakening of Southern Italy Londoen,
I P

Caford University Pyrass, 1962

J. C. ADAMS and P¢ BARILE: e Govermaent of Kepublican Italy
Allen & Unwin, London, 1962

G. SCHACHTER: The Italian South. Economic Development in
Maditerranean BurcDe NeY., Random House, 1965

Rende ROCHEFORT: Le Travail en Sicile P.UF., 1961

Relden PAULSEN: The Searchers. Conflict and Communism in an
italian Town GQuadrangle Books, Chicago, 1965

M, PANTALEONE: Mafia and Politics London, 1966
D, Mack SMITH: XItaly Chicago U.Po, 1939

A History of Modern Sicily Leondon, 1968




APFENDIX 2

Proposal from Servizic Seciale per gli Bmigrati Trapani




APPENDIX 32

Correspondence regarding request from Danile Doled




APPENDIX 4

Appeal from fighezmen of Trapani and material from
Centre di Ricerche Economiche e Sociali per i1 Meridicone



