I am presuming that you don't know where ther the Sudan is
because I didn'ts, I only know that it was a rather convenient
place to get to from Cyprus , which is up here of course because
one of the other places I was zoing to visit was Israel. As you
know ydﬁ can't go @irectly from Arab countries to Israel except
infact through a roundabout way through Jerusaleum I discovered
Cyprus isvthe natural jumping off base also we were going to take
the/students there last suumer so it all seemed to be madly
coﬁvenient but alsos, for plaus last christmas Cyrus seemed to
ﬁave its Civil Var arrange.ent and we went toc Italy instead

flwith the students which meant that instead of being able to conv%ilm
hop this way and that way ended by us having to come all the way

and on again,
back to Italy but thatsanotherstory.

'

apért from this ge.sraphic convenience was partly the fact that

&ountree had some umoney which waes made available if it it was

cf any use to me and partly $e-emable~me so that I could get to

/ see dome other underdeveloped countries

anﬂ out patient clinics.

'Here in the Sudan was an interesting opportunity and I don't
 think it happens very often where whole families, whole viliages,
whole towns, a whole area would be moved en masse andogewas
interested to see and perhaps to speculate whether if you moved
people altogether andsgreserved much of its social an emotional
structure of the family whether in fact this mear% led in 3 or 4

generations to breakdown in the same way as in the nore usual

patterns when individuals or small groups of individuals Foom
large families move away from the traditional areas and have to




recreate structures of their own. DNeedless to say this wasn't
to be discovered by me by poprping off to the Sudan for a few
I did spend
weeks but bhis-mesmt quite a bit of time with the al
psycniarist’who was in Khartoum and he spent quite a bit of time
at MB&JKA_*Lélaa where the people were being moved from and
was going to spend some time at Klqbowﬂ gﬁP{% where they were being
moved to but he didn't have any re%%_gi e@f approach to this

e [ ) .
subject but a more impression&iistic approach
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I think it is sad when gevather spectacu;;l movement of this

kind are happening Jsad that 3::haps larﬁiﬂzfams of people couln't
come in and study these things when they happenséf because they
are really losing a great deal of opportunity Egrsgﬁﬁy of quite
fascinating aspects of human behaviour. Any way I didn't know
%hegégggt the Sudan was in fact , I had read a number of articles
sbout. e d%;*j e R AT

the temple of—HoiySymbkel and I had some idea it was in the same
area and might even see the temple and I started off by arriving
up here ﬁyga Cairo and like most tourists rushed off to see the
pyramids one morning. I decided to go at L4 o clock before the
touristsrgigrted. I Toudmr't—everr Tind I couldn't even find a tourist
bus so got the local bus which everbody else went on . I was

that I
guite surprised abalidrodge out on s-gutrbeand ordinary kind of suburban

road , there were not many peoplezégf;g out at that hour in the
morning &and I came to a largish hotel at the end of the road and
there were the Pyramids and there even that hour were people who
wanted to sell me a camel or take me for a drive on a donkey or
take me into some-body's tomb, and remarkably persistent they were
Sadia, ad L kg '
I only mention this because although it was a tourists view of the
pyramids the thing that stnuck me with great force was the way that
greenish Cairo with trees and palps and flowers and civilised sorte

of buildings ended abruptly at the pyramids
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and there one lookad out and there was some kind of bible camp on the
horizon, or bible city or something riﬂiculous with neon ligh‘ka. The

lendsceps was sbsolutely ter. 1@%% a4Peant, but I always
imagined somethimg growing around im the desert. In Isreal later on, thsy
were very proud to tell me that they hed 400 different kinds of thorn which
grew in their desert. Im this desert ebsolutely mothing grew at all, and for
me this was a rathser awe inspiMexperieme_. When I took off in the plane
from Ceiro one could sse this even more dramatically, thers was a landscaps
of sbesolutely nothing, end this nothing went on for a thousand miles by air
fyom Caire ¢o Ehartoum,-amé by air 1,000 miles, if you follow the ﬁ.vazf\l;s
something like 1,75 miles. Looking out of that plane fryom Cairo one saw
sbsolutely nothing but barren hills and waste desert lamd for hour upon hour,
and this rather spectacular thin Nile eppearing and resppsaring om the
horizon as we travelled South, Thi thin tight-lipped green banks of the Nile
ell the wey along, with occesional small villages and small towns far below,
then a really frightening and terrifying lamdscepe of mothing on either
side where ever ome looked, and just to add to the gemt® drama I srxived in
Khartoum in a sendstorm, 80 our plane was ahugged around for an hour or =0
beofre we could land, and them a sort of Dunkirkish feeling at the airport,
everybody wee getting send out of their nostrik and out of thedr cars,
snd surprised that we hed landed there at all,

Khertoum, as you can sée from this map, i;:he Jjoin of the two Niles,
the Blue Nile and the White Nile, and this is where my first feel
of the Suden, if not my fizet view of the Sudan from the air, took place.
Well I had come to see this gzoup of people who wem Wedi Helfa, They
were going to be moved aoross here astpss the EritresAbbysinian bormder to
a place called Kajé But before I got imlvedhm a oouple
of people in Kharboumm sont down hexe %tf%?ther/comle of hundred
miles by Dakote plane ¢o have a look at the Gazera, and one vag.mly feels
that the Gagzebra is not particularly relevant to this other kind Qf movemant
but I tMnkIwﬂ.llbeable%explainwtwitisWuﬂyimomt
%0 understand what is heppengding and hes happamdintheeawraﬁm ere

0 understand this kind of movement.at 81l
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You can see the general geogrephy of the Suden, enormous country,
something like a million squere miles, which I have just reed is & qu&rder
of the size of Europe, or two thirds of the Union of India, and these
boundaries as you see are straight lines which usually denote politicelly
arbitarily drewn lines, they have no geogrephicel boundary. Why these
boundaries are like that there seems to be no reason whatsoever, but on the
North you see Egypt, this is the edge of Libya in here, here is Ched, this is
an old map I suppose, and the Congo down here, and we come down to Ugenda,
Kenya and Ethiopia, and what used to be Italian Eritrea, and there is this
thin coastal strip out here between Egypt a}'iajl%ﬂian Eritrea which is now
Ethiopia. From a geographicel point of view up here in the North of Suden
it practically never rains ever., H In one villege up there they told me that
it was tremendously bad luck, an awful evil, if a child was borm during reain,
and as it didn't rain only once every fifteen years there seemed to be lots of
lucky children aboute In contrast to this absolutely berren nothingness
of rain in the North here, down in the South is this great mountain mass
which you see is the divide between the Nile and the Congo which one has to
cross to West Africa here, enommous water shed in these particular mountains
and an elmost step by step decreasing rainfell as you move fufither North.
The North here is tremendously barren desert and the South here have this
tropicel rain forest zEm@ in which we have these mighty rivers of the Congo
and the Nile, and I am sure you have heard both in fact and fiction of
attempts to find wherg}%his water is coming from, One of the rather
exciting facts ebout finding out where all this water comes from is that
you look at this enormous territory and see how fantastically dry and barren
it is, the fact thet the river runs through it at all is a sort of miracle,
and in living history the Nile hes never dried up despite the fact that there
are no tributories into the Nile, the last one is up here just above Khartoum
where the joins the Nile so there on something like 13 or 14
hundred miles of the river not a tributory nor a drop of rain enters the Nile
yet this river has flowed for 2 or 3 thousand years, people are interested to
know where this water comes from, It also comes in an extraordinary manner
because for a short time of the year its full and flood and for the rest
of the year it is at a low level and something kimmm like 16 times more water

flows at flood period as flows during the dry seeson, or dry as fer as the
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You can see the general geogrephy of the Suden, enormous country,
something like a million square miles, which I have just read is a quarter

" of the sige of Eurxope, or two thixds of the Union of India, and these

houndaries as you see are streight lines which usually demote politically

IR
arbiterily drawn lines, they have m’geomhﬂ.ml boundazy. Why thsse
\

bounderies are like that )thex'e scems to be no reasom whatsoever, but on the

Horth you see Egypt, this is the edge of Lilya da-hexs, hore is Chad, this is

B

laxi?oldml suppose, and the Congp down here, and we coms down to Uganda,

"lKeajwa and Ethiopia, and what used to be Italien Eritrea, and there is this

thin coastal stxrip out here between Egypt a%?l%%iim Eritrea which is now
aint-ofvigw bip here in the North of Sudan

it practically never rains evers § In ome village up there they t0ld me that

it was tremendously bad luck, an awful evil, if a child was borm during rain,
and es it didn'¢ rain only once overy fifteen years thers seemed to be lots of
lucky children shboute In contrast o this ebsolutely bexren nothingness

2 sein in the Horth here, down in the South is this great mountsin mess
which you se¢ is the divide between the Nile and the Congp which one has %o
croas to West Africa ham:h epowmous water shed in these particular mounteins
and an elmset step Yy step deoreasing rainfall as you move fufther North,

The North here is tremsndously barren desert and the South hege hli% this

tropical rain forest s in which we have these mighty rivers of the Congp
and the Nile, and I am surs you have heard both in fact and fiction of
attempts to ﬁnﬁ where/ water is coming from, One of the rather

cacd tdng £agha) Sbout finding out wheve ell this weter comse from is thet
you look at this emormous torritory and see how fantastically dry and barren
it is, the fast that the river rums through it at all is a sort of miracle,
and in living history the Nile has never dried up despite the fagt that thers
are o tributories into the Nile, the last ome i3 up here just above Khartoum
where the ATtz Joins the Nile so thave on{:“mmtmngnm 13 or L
hundred miles of the river not e tributory nor a drop of raln emters the Hile
yettﬁsﬁwrhwmmd‘gfszManﬁyem,pwplemmmw
lmow vhers this water comes froms It also comss in an extreordinary mammer
beceuse for a short time of the yeer its full end flood- and for the rest
of the year it is at a low level and something Limmm like 16 times more watey
ﬂmatm(ﬂoodpeﬁodasmws&zﬁngthedwaeam,ordxyaatarasthﬁ
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river is concermed.
This Kind of area down here in the Suden was always considered to be
a barbarous and uncivilized kind of place., Almost up to the beginning of the
century people did not know very much about ite As you know people were alweys
coming in round this way to try and find the sources of these rivers. Egypt

elways had the fancy that if the river was cut off somewhere in the North

8 poar—el, I in some way, this would bring about the downfall of Egypt.

So literally for thousands of yesrs, Egyptians or the people who lived in
Egypt were most concerned with what went on up here, though no one ever got
tremendously far to find out where the sources of ¢ es\e riverg are.

There seems to be some controversy as to which lakes it rises in or whether
it flows into the lake from somewhere else, There are two sources, the

Blue Nile rises up here in the Ethopian area,curves round, and the White

Nile down here somewhere, Lake Victoria. It is not far in fact from the
source of the Congo and there is also “g}}eﬁ dict‘spute as to which river is
which, in fact I think it was Stanley who thoughthe was following the Nile
only to come out two years later on the West Coast of Africa.

This is all relevant in as much as the situation in the Sudan has had ég be
controlled by the people in control of Egypt. They jealously guarded this
water supply, in fact in the last century most of the use of the Nile was just
by flood water when it overflowed its banks over the great fertile mud, sgeinst
some controversy about where this mud comes from. Some pundits have argued that
it comes from the Blue Nile but recently there hes been some dispu%g;%ﬁis
again, certainly the Blue Nile does bring down lots of mud but this has been
found to be absolutely sterile and nothing would grow in it so there are still
problems as to where this very fertile mud in fact comes from. But the crops

are mainly grown on the overspill of the Nile-amd on those mud banks

A~ mL‘ ¢ L\\JLI did they cut into the mud banks to try and save some of the water

during the floods and only reelly in recent yearg}%hey ECESXER to use

round-the-year an irrigation for cotton crop in Egypt which brought -;-'\great
wealth of course, and during the dry season they dam up the delta here and
try to save some of this water, But again the Egyptiens have always been very
careful to see that somewhere further up the river people aren't using the

water that can cut off Egypt from its supply. In a very short space indeed

the Egyptians began to use all the water especially in the dry season
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and then a great struggle has to go on for any kind of irrigeation system,

?%@éhere in the South at
A dem was constructed / Aswan in 1902 to hold back some of the water
at the first cataract and still this part of the world was considered somewhat
uncivilized and expeditions were coming out to map out these rivers to see
A <lga

how and if &;here was a way they could be used. From a politically historical
point of view it is interesting that the Sudan wes never a colony it didn't
come under the Colonial Office but came under the Foreign Office because we
sort of owned it in conjunction with a puppet govermment in Zairo and apparently
& different history has emerged fe;n? the Sudan to our other colonies, and as
you know it is associated with people like Gordon and Kitchener and Wingate,
and“mI -;llr:t somewhat expecting to find the usual exploitation, the
Colonialnasses , and one couldn't help being impressed by what one heard and
saw and read a{»(g,,,l-' of the rather far sightedness of the administrators at
the turn of the century before the first world wer and soon after
in this particular area, Why the British Empire should be interestg‘ﬁ/fl%uppose
in this part of the world is largely connected with our enmity with France
and the French campaign into Egypt which might have been embarrassing for us
in the Mediterranean and for our routes erEIndia, certainly when the Suez
cenal was built it threatened our route to India and also made us much more
interested in this ﬁ?&oifﬁca beceuse there was a passage through to India
this way rather than having to go round as we used to,when this part of the
country was not ofany perticular interest t0 us at alls At least if there
is some other historical exppanation I don't know it. Anyway, researches were
mede into the flow of this river and how it might be used, and it was discovere d
that the White Nile which flows down this side in fact stores an enormous
amount of water ;l:hat it is extrémely shallow wide meandering sort of river
and mach of it got lost in an enormous swemp area up here called the Sugd,
where it is calculated thet at least half o;}l the water coming down from the
watersheds into the Sthd was lost from evaporation, The ground fall
of the land is very gradual, quarter of a mile along its length, and there
VWas nothing very much that the Sudanese could do to make use of thgt water,
if a canal could be built through that great swamp area, instead o;;meandering
around &nd losing its flow a.ndt&)uci’f& built through here it is estimated
that this could serve all the water needs of Egypt as far into the future as

-
one cares to pritject. An enormous amount of water is lying fantastically
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swampy in—the-middle of a country which even stops building up in these lake
arens great storage waters for Egypt beceuse it never gets through, it disappears
in this swenpy erees So from Egypt's point of view the White Nile is important
becsuse potentially this is a water supply for Egypts The Blue Nile is
important from the Sudanese point of view for it is o faster flowing river
mﬂitdoam‘tmnﬂoraboutinthoamwthmudath;ﬁmammmistm
grod fortune of there being very rich soil on either side, in fect down in the
foothiils a%/%mWadﬂnammmm-mmuwwnohmn
indeed which only awsits water to become perhpes the most fertile lend you might
find anywhere in the worlde The problem has elways been that the Egyptians
or whoever controlled ilgypt argued that azy use of this water
interferred with Egypt's historical rights , and it is dalso very good fortune
that between these rivers at this srea cslled the Gazeérs which is a peninsula
between the two,; the land runs ewsy down in this direction, so that it was
discovered that if you put a dam up here and the dam was enticipated &y
for ga'md..i you could (v mece $M‘f§w“tarintothumm
plain here and make it a tremendously fertile areas This couldn't be done in
the early dasys because of the objections of Egypt and there were all kinds of
ﬂmuﬂhowﬂwhmﬂrmmmw;;:mumtﬁmeorwu.w
gultivate your sums crops. Originslly the idea was that if you used the water
during the flood season it would grow endrmous orop® of mit wheat and the
wheat could probebly feed the rather wheatless areas ;;b great need of this part
of the world, As you would imegine, gl 28 this was being talked about, the
tendency was for a great land speculation to begin to grow out of this part of
the Sudan, The govermment very courageously, end perhaps well in advance of
its time, tried to put down this enormous speculation, surveyed the whole ares,
it saw who the local people were who had claims on this area, and got all the
lond registered, and made it illegal to transfer lend other than to neighbours,
sod3o Wb SVle: 0 4S04 el lana speeulation going on, On the other
hand the povermment in Khexrtoum hed the erormous problem of trying to briag
copital into the area to set up these schemes, and these two things didn't
quite go together, as If you want™o attrect capitsl there hes to be some return
for capital snd it took some time work out a scheme whereby there was a
partnership between the s:wrm%gapll.uch st this point of course was
British sdministration, and the pemi® who owned the ares, and syndiecates who
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came in o put in capital. And they dealt with this in a mumber of ways
by meking concessions to the syndicates with an end date when the syndicate
concession came to an end, smd en attempt wes made to se¢tle the people im
this ares on the land ¢o wozk it,Alung the banks of the river of mme)
%m land was owned by s people beesuse the fiver frontage of course was
WM “— ®RA aggregrien economy and there were also in this
@a quite a muber of settled people who depended on rainfall fyom year ¢o
year for their crop, so thay there wes, as there wesn't in other parta of the
Sudan at lesst akimfuf ownership M- «JMJ) sst ups
Originally they tried various co~operatims masmasw these seemed o
fail, wewmatwhiahmulda_my‘w gruwn by the fleod watess soon gave way 4o
the ideok of growing cotton which apparently had come from the moﬁm
into Egypt and which was an emormous cash evop whioh wheat would not have been
whish attmts?}gorei@ ecapital into the aveas Lencashire with her intevest
to get cotton grown in the arca which was somewhat under British comtszol,
probably still thinking of the days of the Ameriesn Civil War and that kind of
thing, end so slowly people did get intorested in this area, set up a muber of
schemes to see in fact if they could grow cotton » Local people did not take
to the idea of growing cotton 5&?&%@ tending vexy earefu:uag whereas
apparently the wheat erop could just be thrown down as ths river subsided and
then heywent and coldsoted the wheate Cotton hed {0 be very mrefully tendeds
They brought in & g people from Egypt for a muber of pilot piojeets
Glong the concessions and the pumping stations along here to see in fact

whether cotton could grow, and it was more or less a succsss, and they planned
$0 build this great dam at Sennar ¢to divert the waters into this Gaseéra axref.
As people were begimning to get enthusiastic about this the war broks out in
Burope, 1914~1918, end this womswhat pdstponed the flow of capital effoxrt into
the Sudan, but eventually in 1925 the dam wes built at Semmar which diverted
the waters into the Gazebra and this great schemefwhich is brilliantly written
up in this book by Arthur Gaitskill,)gpt under wgy.

% In fact an extreordinary situation occurzed here with the tenants
of this land in which eventually they worked out an arrangement wherely the
ayndieate got a percentage for its marketing eand for its kmowehow, and so on,
the Goverzment got a pexrcentege for the supply of the water censls emd the dem,
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the tenant farmers got & percentage of the cash orop which was cotton., The
MMQ\ ~ :\\M which was grown in rotation belonged to the individual
farmers in the area, but the ocash cxop,cotton, belonged to*’tg’ynﬁioate, and wes
s0ld, marketed on their behalf, and they all gpt shares. Those people who
weren't prepared to give up their land or to put their land into cultivation
it wasn’¢ xight that
because for some resson or other it was felt that/the value of their land should
grow beosuse of the coming of irrigation, the govermment took it over at a
rental basis for the next forty years, so in faot thsy sort of mationelised it
but put off some of the piroblems for agmeration or 80 People were not
allowed to sell their lend {0 others, they were pot ellowed to sell their crop.
in advance which is the wey people usually do and lese their land in the ares,
and this kind of triple arremgement began to grow and have suoceas, at least
sucosss up and down with the cotton crop and the MM.L wmtm on the London
stockmarket, I forgot ¢o mention that of course omes of the gréat finamoial
needs of this area was ¢o bring in some form of communications, becenmse the
river business was wildly cupensive and difficult end so a railway had to be
built  out here mdamport/@?ortﬂudanbﬁntso a8 to take awey
produce of this area throughout the worlde The original cotton growing
attempt wes made in this little area hero with a little delta which hed been
a success, and there's amother little delta in here where today - |
the cotton seed is in faot grown and taken acmés to the
Game;ra uAest Ao <xve, pest free.
| Thebffrfect on the people in this ares is that they become ivtensive
cultivators, the water is turmed on at a certein time, they have to & things
to the qmpAat a certain time, pick it at a certain ¢tims, weed it at a cortain
time, pull up the rvots at a certain tims, in fact it's the nearest ons can
thinkk of to an industrial memufacture of cotton in an agricultural setting,
This doesn’t come eegy ¢o these almost semi-momadic peoplé who don®t

parﬁmm&o& rigg

thinde when the syndicatc more or less seys that certai n
things have to be done, but it has to be done. because of the needs
of this particulsar orop. The whole Gasjera area was & sort of initial project
oy, certainly most of the foreign exchenge comes into the Suden
through the cotton orop, and alss it has repercussions for what hes been
heppening later one Apparently nothing kiR much is exported from the Suden
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other then cotton. Eventually the syndicate has droppsd out of ¢this picture Y
at least has been pushsd out in a friendly way, that is the government has taksm
over on their cwn behalf and there has m%ﬁtﬁaﬂ struggles in
wehter the Sudan was truly o country in its own right or whether in fact the
whole of the Nile basin ought t0 be looked at politieally as one unit, and thexe
hes been a muber of struggles ebout thise In fact the people who live up in the
Wedi Halfa &3 the Nubians don’ ¢ secem to be Aveb or Muslim at all, other than the
constant invesions and flowings im and out here they have taken on scme of these
charscteristics, dovn hoxe is the strong Arab arcs, to do with the flow up and
down fxom the river here, alse the old trade routes soxoss to Meceas This whole
ares IS nwe Y Luslim and Aveb, but down here in the South of the Sudsn its resll
Africen, very africsn, Lots of primitive tribes belonging aw mich more %o
Kenya end %o Uganda than {0 the Sudan, amd this is the avxea in which a great deal
of the sleve trade took plece, and of course this is the politigel thom in the
Sudan which hesn' t been solved by anyons, and has brought the downfall of the
government in the last few days es you may have been reading in the papers So
ons can't deal with this problem down here, mobody has yet been able to deal with it
The position up here in Wadi Helfa was tha%tha Egyptisns had desodded
that they were going to build this high dam at Aswan end this water was then going
to baek up something like 350 miles, 30 miles from Aswan back down ¢o the
Sudan 100 miles or go in this Wadi Helfa aree inside the Sudan, Wadd Halfa
itgelf is a kind of frontier town om the river, It is peckoned that the water
will rise sixty meters ebove the top of the mosque in the towm, 50,000
people, their homea, treecs and everything will be imumdated, A great struggle
took place as to how the Egyptians would compensate the Sudemsse for the
drowning of the Nubian homeland up here, Much of the bargaining determined on
whether people in Khartoum were friendly with Bgypt or whether they weren't,
m(} course the Egyptians did heve the cerrot of allowing irrigation to
grow up on the Nile if the Sudamsee agreesd to the flooding of Nubia., At ome
timeamzp Khwhmwﬁohwmfﬁanmwmmcaimmmmorless
thinlding ¢ of unifying the whole of the Huee fmm an m@meﬁn@ point
of view makes sense. rheveisalmamthingthingthat NE@p who was
T wek b T f man in caim/at thhuﬁm Yoy
Nubian from this part of the mrld.\?o the Sudmwgf:az Weadd Kalfyt‘alt that they
wuld get & relatively square deal

Ag oo e ’\)g‘*&” {om {rem farom




and Nasser wasn'¢ in fact popular with this group down in Khartoum so the struggles

contimed end theye has always been the fesling Hi-
groups within the Sudan might sell out to Egypt, and thexe is no secrst I suppose
that some of the forces im the Sudan have been prepared to look ¢o Egypt and
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through verious kinds of s%re in the struggle for power & e
once the British had pulled / in the early 1950°s .

A lot of bargaining went on and still nothing transpired, The Egyptians

were prepaved to build their dem, you remember at one time they even threatened

o teke over this part of the Budan, which they said belonged to them anywsy,

31f you look carefully at the map you will find that the frontier is a fumny ons,

it comes like that, with a little Wit up lilke that around Wedi Halfe, and the
Egyptians ledd claim to this, There was a great fluryy at the United Nations

and the Egyptisns then gave up their claim for some ressons that I don't understand,
but this group in Kharﬂoum.ﬁ@hich wes the first parlismentary machine after ¢he
leaving of the British)were felt eventuelly to becoms o friendly with Cairo and

a new kind of coalition was being formed to talke over in Khartoum in 1958 « 59,
and in fact the ammkewrenﬁﬁngathmeyearpamdofparnmmm
govermment anamim honoured style from old militaxy !-fﬁ?/ in Khatoun
Tl Sov=l e r T+ & miewics gemerelly feld mL; rather casygping
benevolent militery ")MZI& | friendly kindy of pepple, they didn't seem to hang
&8 meny of their ememies as militery Ry do, but they did have this amioward
swfuk problem in the Seuth ODF 5 A militexy AM
and the African,Chrisianised ox hesthen groups here ndver felt that they hed much
say in Khartoum, and there has been grave stories of atroeities and all sorts of
things happemiing in the South

An this government when it came in, this militexy ﬂ&"mm about 3 weeks
made en agreement with Egypt, end they settled for compemsation of 15 million pmmds
for tm.s particular area. Now previous governments hed aspparently beem talking
mundlfsmnion, there had even been talk of 75 million at an earlier stage,

but this government efter a three week period agresd on 15 million pounds, and set
up a three man commlssion to arrange the movement of 50,000 people ) in there

by July 1963, and when I asked ebout this I was told that the Government was
avfully keen t0 have friendly relationships with Burope—end with Bgypt and

current
spparently £20,000,000 or so wes the price of thia/friendship, and one may say

that the Sudenese wexe hopping mad bsceuse KL""‘&L—* came to open a
saction of the High Dem end they didn't invite Mim any of the Sudenese %o the
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ceremony which more or less shows the kind of relationships between

in the Su&an}despite the 20 million. This question of ¢tompensation for Wadi
Halfa of course brought forth an enommous politieal struggle, and at one point
the Wadi Halfans refused to move, There wes some who &idn't beliwe the dem

was being built anywey, so they wouldn®t have to move, There was a whole political
movsment xtargmd that they werxen't going to move, that this really wasn't good
emoughe I nsver eould get anybody to tell me quite how and why the Wedi Halfans
moved, dscided to move, but ome of the things the govermment did originally
was to ssy that the people from Wadi Halfe would be able to choose where they
moved t0. Infacttheysetupaa)maneomﬂ.ﬁeet:fwwnalfmtogomum
various areas of the country to discover where they preferred to go. When they
decided t© go to a place somewhere nsar Khartoum the govermment said we are
avfully sorry you will have to g0 to K © and when I raised

1y eycbrows at this I was told thet the government, as 'guardiens of themople,//
had tc make the right decision for them. And apparently the govermment seemed

to have wanted to follow this kind of demcratic ideel of giving the choice, end
atthesameﬁimtheymrgghnﬁmdthatthep%plemuldmmthednmethatthe
goversment thought they ought to malke, I have beem told that the reason why soms
of the people frxom Wadi Halfa wanted to go to be near Khartoum was because of some
political wBfE4BEIAR ana the political party thought it would be vexy useful o
have the support of the Wedi Helfens nmear Khartows if same future paili ()

end this was one of the reasons why the govermment didn't want the Wadi Halfans
# pear Khartoum. The other reascm of course was that they were about to spend
. th .
of the Nile vhere they were trying to repeat the kind of perfomance that ome had
gt in the Gazeers. mmmem?pleuﬂnginthem”ambemm
ﬁxeﬁaze‘erastarwat Amfhinmmpwplem. gﬁ'swasanaxea
of largely momadic people who moved with the ¥ery light rainfall or moved camels
mmghmmmmmaeummﬁ% I end there wasn't anybody there b
RAYATN THP
G0 &moation system withM‘) people, ﬁsre were fifty
mmmlaw%ofmmbwemﬁmmdmmd,mtw
ought to move imxkExs them here.  The officiel handout, % says this, "The area
suggested st the beginming of the investigation ...... Dut after extensive
ressarch the commissioners choss k: g . in witk preference to ths other
areas beocsuse of the following factors, The similarity of the average daily
temperature throughout the year, The mild winters and cool moist antumms,

an awful lot of mo on brand new irrigation tems here on ¢this tributary
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The result of preliminaxy soil {ests which showed that the axree was extremely
fertile, sutable for tho cultivation of cotton, wheat, mmuy sugser cane, sisal
and castor oil plant. In fact the experimental farms of these erops proved
gratifyingly successful, meby Vegdtsbles, peas amd kitchen beens rurner beens
weye also grown with exgollent resulits., Inhebitants of the area, there wers very
few, made it cleer to the eo sion thet they would welcomse the Halfa people,
while the : tribe which algo resides in the distriet is well known

for its generxcus hoapitality.

The commission reelized that the comstruction of the dem o4~ K'§  would be
beneficial to the people both in agriculturd and industriel sspecte, for all these
rensons the commission dscided that I § was without doubt the most
suiteble districts’ Tt ends on this mote. In all aspeots this is a greet
undertaking to plen for the settlement of 50,000 peopls in the virgin area,

end ofter extonsive properetions to usure a kigh standard of life %yﬁ»«t%
May gm God help those responsible for the completion of this Hﬁf and
gride them in doing what is good for the countrys

Well I suppose from the safety of Swansce we can comment on the democratic
proeess, hwm.ahthe%ﬁiﬂalfmaemdwhmmmwﬁwe@ uet-(i '
Well ve can talk a ldttle bit sbout Wedl Halfs Om_efthepointaaboutitiaﬂ:tz '
it is on the river here, end the people,who are a raece of their own and they
lived mainly on palm txees, goats end @ wheat cxop which they sowed on the banks
of the river af¢er the emmial flood. And most of this work incidentelly was doms
ty women, they looksd after goats, they veeped the ome hazvest of wheat, they
climbod up cpparently the palm trees once a year 40 take down the harvest of dates.
Most of men found jobs elsewhere, many of them on the traffic up and down into
Egypt, others came down into Khartoum and other areas, and when they did a survey,
which wasn*t until the government of 1959 made this tweaty with Egypt, and decided
everybody hed $o be moved within 3% years, thay then deeided to £ind out how meny
people were actually there. Something like 38,00 psople were found to be there,
end 14,000 ebzentess who had claime} to land snd propeprty in the aress Amongst
those 38,000, the statistics showed 10,000 women unsmployed, which really means
thwmﬂwpeoplewhadidanthemrk. One of the problems I think you will
mﬁwﬁaﬁ&ht&amt@mmﬁ@%g&ﬁw&gmmpotw
end the ecomomic suivey shows that much of the eapital was sent home hy the people

away b 0
foniind and working in other p&m}m f»"

where you are snticipating o very intensive almost an industrisl form of
intensive agriculture that you know its no good just having the women doing this
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you need the men. But thémappmntlymsomawhmelse. This was ons of the

problems, that the government tended to see these posple as agricultural people
and therefore to put them into anotheyr agricultursl ares, and yet it was argued

at loast 3 %8nfmre educated men, that they were mot agricultural people at ell
tut only the women d4d agriculture and the men hed liviihoods elsewhere .
Nevertheleass they went around ecunting all the people and all the houses, the
houses 6f course were made of mud, palmtree leaves for rcofs which nseded mo paint,
it wes caleulated thet you can do 63 differsent things with palm leaves, I msver
discovered what they wexres When you wantsd to build a bit more house you just
madded up a bit, put leaves on the top, and the houses that you have ¢o have in
this arca would heve t0 be of emtirely different construection because it raimed
likeo mad for three months of the years, Vhen I waes there we had 16 inches of

rain one aftoynoone 2They had %o have e more mtmcﬁﬂkmﬂ of house, they
couldn'¢ take their palm txees with them becemse thay wouldn®t grow in that
rarticuler paert of the world, everybody wes madly attached to their palm trees,
in faot secreted xoots of palm tress ento the treins thet carried them 5 K G
even though those palm irees weren't going to grow, and they had to shift all the
enimals and other things snd o0 ons Anyway thsy werem't going to moves O0l1d ladies
decided there wasn't gping to be a dem and the water wouldn't¢ rise, and enyway it
was improper to leave ones dead to be immdated by the waters, you had to stey with
them, and there were great political agitations about the compensation both to
the Sudsn from Egypt, and elso about the compensation to the individual Wedi Helfans
woere gotting for their lands The govermment argued that their old houses up here
were only worth £200 gpiece, whilet these new smashimg ones down here were going
to be coatly, costing two thousand pounds spiece, so they wexre going to get 10
times as muchs Wadi Helfens weren't impressed because they seid that vhere they
were they didn't £2,000 houses, where it was all nlco end wamm snd sunny and mot all
wet» There wes o great toing and froming apd I couldn't understand how the politicsl
ins and outs worked out, but there wes a fantastic end symbolic acene
epparently, whexe along this great mmdred mile strip of river where the railwey
rmanﬁ@mhewwwhemA(@MMWMWMWM‘@&@Mt
train,. Itmnmmllug@ametmiwamwwmm
o«{go\f&farwme&, and when the t‘lmt train was loaded up the villagers
mrmmlemmmammmofmwwm. thaquﬁgmat
lamentation end weeping end weiling end orying end an emo¥mous soene df thils train

leavinganﬁomempledwmmresmehepeoplemtheﬂcrthmaotual],y
N
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going the whole thing seemed to smowball, This particular movement had to be
' postponed a year because they couldn’$ meet the dsadline of July 1963, in fact
‘it was taking place in July 1964 when I was there. The xoute aczuss the desert
&hﬁhistrmtakesatthebw%oftmesmdm,mdfbmmarisabestof

owWE where they@&
oted with was supposed to leave Wedi Holfh

times. Treins in the Sudem get lost for days on end and f‘;‘i"
The pertiocular train that I was con

the people went 800 at a time, their baggege mmft went the day before and the next
day the people enberked for en allogedly two dey journey down mE'Heah K

and there was a sit down strike for 2 dgps, end thisstrile took plece because
theywmwwtamtheirmmmmm%ﬁ;\#mea. The doors end
windows were mede to timber and were carved, end as you can image timber in this
area is 4remendously scarse o they were awfully prized, these doors and windows,
TMW&MWﬁtM@M‘WM&MMhMtW
Wemm'emwmmemmw}%ewm
for their houses they had been paid for their doors and windows, end there were
doors end windows at Hes K 9 when they got thexve, ond they weren't going
%o talee their doors snd windowse. So they sat there for tw days eating the food
supplies that they had taken with them for the journcy, and after two days they
£inally, quite cheerfully I thought, decided they would go on the txain,

The train wes absolutely fantastic, literdly an exndus from Egypt, and that
partioular m&ﬁm late, it was held up for 24 hours while they shovelled
the send off the track which had blown there during a storm, they stopped for
anothey day beceusze a woman had died on the traim in child birth andthey hed to
‘bmwherpmperly,mdinfwtthe,jourmytook6dayabeforaithﬁ.wd

at Besh K{ «In fact they hed en efficient service in BEiRERERN

¥ people on
the trainm, they hed a whole mursing unit, doctorg%&wim travelled on the train,
muw,anehaammnhagemmm'eao

enything ebout it and she dieds Terribdle lammti:ms . I:, w:; an interesting
sort of train, it was a cxoss between bank imlidqv and hop pickers errangement,
with whole femilies crushed into ons carriage, dozens of kﬂds soxrt of hanging
up on the luggage racks, end goats and pigeons and cats and dogs which apparently
they weren't supposed to take, they weren't supposed to teke cats and dogs, 1
don' ¢ know why, and birds and everybody crammed in with lots of I

and the pregnant women had 1ittle carriages to themselves, and there wes this
smazing train which just chugged acxoss these emoxmous wastes, this pai-tieular
one early in the morning trundled down to the new area Bo@ | ¢ _ with the
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dem hed already been built and the cansls were ready to flood water onto the land
for the first ¢ime. The tra?%‘} 81386 train, end stend up on this brown

om B it 0
embankment, indeed—we-marewwhm, and all this plain and all this sky, and stop -
then the gmp people sort of flood out of the train, and jump down and push their
great stons pots, evexything they had brought, their provisions, their beds, their
children, their cats, their pigeons, and their gpats, and somshow miraculously
news would get around that the nsw group of Wadi Halfans had arrived, end 8ar across
over the horizon you would see black —[)\Tr—&- of the women usually fitst)then the
white ’Y“Jra—c. of the men, long flowing gowns, sploshing across the mud of
Basir K ¢ to greet or lament with the people coming off the train. Absolutsly
fantastic scenes of this kind, Of course as it rained every aftermoon and nobody
had seen rain for 15 years this was a fantastic arrangement also, and the women’s
gowvns SSER long bleck trailing 4k things which were great splendour to the women,
usually carrying great hunks of mud, csmels were almost upr;their thighs in water,
it sometimes took L hours to mekes 5 miles,in a 4 wheel jeep, everybody wes sitting
eround rolll, 1 oo ell this md, not kmowing quite what to mske of it, endbther
kinds of disesters had taken place. Up here in the villages of course, it was one
long village for 100 miles, and here they hadxjg9 little villages and one big town
80 the break-off point of each village m%h;“-;sint of tremendous £ contxoversy
whereas you had neighbours and relatives they were mow villages away from each other
thers wasn't transport or roads, there was mud. People hadn't yet been given their
lend to start growing the first crops, &M the chances were that although the cotton
cfm atu)the end of the rotation they wouldn't grow their fodder for the next year,
mmd ubile—4he heslth orgenisation had built up tremendous supplies at Kesh (
to keep people fed during this ysar when there would be mothing., The eontract for
building these 6 or 7,000 houses g:ire in the middle of no where had finally gome
from British South African o Teriff, and Teriff maintained that the Sudsnese
were holding up their supplies at Port Sudan, and the Sudanese maintained that
R Terriff vacl N«“’; inefficient, anasls.om,ﬁﬁ? compensation from Egypt
hed at least been preliminarily contracted only for the hmaiu?fhouses slone
for £13% million irrespective of all the other costs. The Transportation
cost 45 million, the whole operation probably 75 million before they ended,
but anyway a tremend:ms. dispute arose between Terriff Comstruction Company and the
Sudanese and in the end Terriff apparently said, "Well you get on with it mate",
or words to that description, and pulled out, and the whole business is now in ths

international court in the Hague to see who gets what and whose fanlt it was,
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Thirby different local companies pounced in upon the construction thing

and when I was there people were building Puinif like mad all over the place,
terribly happy. Then roofs became blown off during the storms end this
allegedly was leading to thehysterical oeYc o The Wadi Halfens had
never seen rain, never seen storms before, and on top of everything else were
losing their roofs. So in fect out there was an enormous kind of cheos and there
they were with the men sitting round lementing for the good old days and
wondering what was going to happen to everybody. Everybody wildly friendly

I must say, one was invited in to squat down on dry portions of their houses
and drink inmmersble ctips of terrible coffees And the other incredible thing
was that no matter where it was in the Suden, mz'wmuww
impossible places, people kept appearing with Coca Cola, this is one of life's
complete mysteries to me, Where it comes fyrom I don't know, there must be a
pipe line under the African continent carrying Coca Cola,

One of the intesting things is that h !ftf’e—;:-qm people who became
the tenants, didn't particularly want to work their land, apart from the faot
that the work was womens' work, if they could they'd get someone else to work
it for them, and this mede everybody, including the British, very mad

because you are supposed to work and not sit around encouraging other people

to do soy and in bad times of course they couldn't afford labour. But one of
mass
the interesting things is that the mmR kind of migration that comes across

the Sudan, the people Arr~ j{o~  1ike Migerisély going to Mecca, lots of
never get eny oy
them either atopjonthsirw andu:-mrtheronthnirwbuk;tomrkm
thie particular sres, with large groups of people hutted,rather attractively
looking village with very nice grass huts,surround the area and do the labouring
for the people who live here. All attempts to meke a sort of democratic local
govermment neam's?}%o have met with enormous success and the efforts to bring
social development to the Gagzeefa is really rather fantastic, with things that
eve coming under soolsl development, things like building wedlsy: to
pump up water instead of theC— s Mﬁ \./'.;./Q'L;"ze Jom (oo WM~
pulling stuff up in en encient sort of way. The other thing is that they
dimovered that the people ought to have fruit gardens, and are trying to build
fruit gardens, end people mever ever went to live on their lots of land in this
area, they still stuck together in villages,which annoyed the syndicate who then

every
had to travel out and beck imxz day., But the thing im that has really caught on
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under sociel development is football, and the Sudenese jmm gone med on football,
Every village has a football field withhndreds of kids rushing around, People
are glued o the televisi.;j;?fry%;)&mmm& in Khartoum, end a team ceme
running into the Grand Hotel in their kit when I was there. There secems to
beﬁorﬁhmﬂradteminthaﬂue'hra,andthwhawhbaﬁthefootbﬂl
during the cotton picking season because everybody is playing footbell
instesd of ploking cotton. But what is extreordinary, they televise all the
football matohes they cen get anywhere in the world, this has caught in a
tmmdousﬁa way, end this um\m by the social development
section of the Gazepra board.
One of the things that was a bit sad, on passing, was that all the time I was up
in Hash Jqq‘ I couldn't discover people from the Gazeers who hed the knowehow
mﬂttm,.)mmdwmrungmttmwmrthemma,lm
MO 0 i A R oy i TR
field woruanhins the Wadi Halfans what to do, st -mm,\
ot’thoidjbemstingt!ﬂ.nythathappmﬁhaniathnthatthmuudmbea
kindott?:lmdwhichmputoneuido, a kind of contingency fund, Xtmxyywtmet
until the tenants found out about it, and they reckoned they ought to have a
bi;ger an-bankontheirlahcur. and after some fight to andfro they agreed,
and they seemed to agree in the very year that the yield in the Sudan of cotton
was t{phmnnﬂously high, and the cost on the world markets the price of cotton
was frew high, endsuddenly en enormous fortune flooded into the o.ud.m and

whomrauponruchnmhnﬁ.mmddemyat takingtwuto
yiait the:lr mﬁoﬁ in other muddy Wﬂu’ goross the horizon, Gave
ghmxmﬂh parties, weddings for their deughters, and a fangtastic kind of

oalebrati"lton , AA “{h’k‘—%—f CQ_L_JEJ—W-I%‘\;_ r

of oﬂ'nmé as resources were scarce this meant that prices rocketed enormously
th,i.ﬂ people ©Of the Gazeera lamented that all this lovely money that could

_haf;e been used so intelligently and usefully for people hed been squandered in
f.twa year lox:%\' ﬁfm{&i Gras. ga.jﬂ;_ﬂ hes an interesting
po'i,'nt here, he says that people keep talking about this year, whenever 1t was,
( 20/ 15 years ag%always they think back with such longing mkzExziom pleasure

and hope andjoy to that year that he mnde:q m a human point of wview
5 it really wasn't worth it. Because it does give people hope and something to
M 1ive for, that there's going to be this wonderful great jemboree, rather than

plodding on in a sensible way from year to year,
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Just when I was there they were opening up a great new extension
in the Gazeera  doare that also raised problems because many of
the people jmit who came to do the cotton picking and the lsbouring in the
Gazeera area used to live out here in the end as they now opened
this to irrigation the people who ordinarily came as labourers to the tenants
in the Gazeera now became tenents in their own righte The great problem now
arises as to where the labour will in fact come from to do the cotton picking
and labouring in the area. All in all this is an absolutely fascinating
scheme, beautifully written up in Geitskills book. I was cut off for 10
deys with nothing to read but this at Hash £§. beceuse of the reins so I
read it twice, end that made it even more fascineting, but in temms of
development we were very inﬁerastd&rmﬁ:ﬁ this is the attempt that is going
on up here in the Has 1’(3‘ g area, with these Wadi Halfans, who aren't
particularly happy, and they were very damp during the time that I was there.
But certeinly it is a most exégting idea of turning this great nothingness into
a productive area and one can't help, when one travels down 7120 m a;;Hpq,‘K
wi(at. looks at the utter tremendous barrenness of it to wish any scheme weil
that would pour water on this land and get something to grow. This was brought
home to me when I came back to Gower and found my nettles almost as high as
the house, there seemed to be no social justice when down here you've got to
work like a maniac to get a blade of grass to grow end up there, you have to
go eway and then can't get indoors because of the greenery.
Well you can see I have hardly touched on my Sudanese experience at all,

Where dogmentel health come into all this?

Well it didn't except that I met this awfully nice man who hed been trained
at the%u:d.uley working in a hospitael in Khartoum with some dglightml young
women as social workers, all wanting to be trained., /&% Very intelligent
women they were in deeds One of them had hed training in Italy. He was an
awfully nice man, andhe was saying that one of his problems i.n waaé?\fﬂit
people kept talking ebout interviewing people one at a time, and he had never eve:
seen anybody one at a time because they always brought whoever they thought the
patient wes with the whole extendéd family group end he had to sit down with
2,000 people and try to sort out what this problem was, He as far as I could
discover was the only trained psychiatrist in the Budan, of course he had been

asked, as being the expert, and had gone up to Wadi Helfa and visited people
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some of
and talked to them ebout the move and had elso looked into /the allegations

of hystericel outbursts during the storms. But he also had a hospital to
run and being the only man in Sudan to go to international conferences he was
off to London even while I was there, He is hardly in the country at all..
He was doing his beste._I don't know the answer sbout Mental Health,
I was overcome by the sheer geography and the mud, a little, to quite
distinguish % being pmpar@( maai.{ everyhing.

s mtia B 7 el |
This s\ pydradppnetion,

P _______-——-"-_-_ ——--—__.:‘/
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By what I oould discover there is a rather good school of public administration
that treins their civil servants and people

in Khartoum mubchtssxmotmcoexcmsxving o number of United Netions pumkds who
seem to come in and outs There is a little box at the Air Line that says

- "Messages for U.N.,personnel." I met a man who was travelling on the plene

& kned A
from Athens to Caire who in fact was en American Psychiatrist who was coming

to Khartoum for a few dayse. Incidentally with his mother, his mother-in-law,
his wife, and three children, a whole T.W.A. extended plane load of thems

I left him a note in the U.N. (3w but he never picked it up. But &’%‘"&‘ée.
seem to be quite a lot of people flowing in and out but quite what they are
doing I don't kmow, they never seem to be particularly connected with this
movement but I did find the World Health Organiaatiom to run a public
health mursing scheme, trudging through the mud with a Sudanese woman

trying to find if she oould get field work placements in Hash K ¢

It struck a notes In fact she had sent her people a year or so before

to Wadi Halfa, It was very interesting to go round with her in a jeep because
they kept finding people who remembered her girls from the year before.

And also the govermment are putting up es part of thmike the attraction of
“Hagh K ¢ an Ll ‘?matemitv clinics, and dressing stations, and a
hospitel which is now sited in the old Teriff construction building éhat hed
been used for—the Halfa damhin here, The last I saw of her she got out
m plane care of the military govermor, but in fect she felt she couldn't
send her students to that part of the world this year

I think the answer is that it's amazing that movements of this kind which
really are fascinating are mot somehow adopted or spomomd% perhaps by a
whole team of universities, Fascinating enough%t of course down here where

the river is going to rise they have opened the area up to teams of



“21-

arqrtioiogists on the basis of half you find you gete 4nd I went in here
ot t~ef

and sa% 3,000 year old pots because they are trying to get them out before
the water rises and there's a great kind of postpox of the University of

new Mexico and the University of Prague and the University of something else

- and they have in faect uncovered about 700 sites and they are sending half

(Comment)

\Jmh\-f/\//_\./

——

the stuff to Khartoum and teke half the stuff back to their Universities,
I really don't see why Universities should be sending out teams of

_Sa—u_:fld?]‘__,j} Sl Q-e(é_,_xh@ople of this kind to work on these
/
kinds of schemes.,

]

In such a vast area these efforts begin to look thin on the ground. There
is an enormous food store in Haa‘?tmgeua with dried milk from Austria, fruit
WhL &, a8l WHo 7
from Australia, Wheet from the United States, There is this e [ W 0)
—sort=of" setting up a school of public health and nursing. There are a number
of people working on stmcmr@ goverrment and things of this kind but that's

ebout it. Otherwise the Sudanese are on their own.

My impression when I visited Gazeera very shortly, and my dominant impression
was that they were managing this thing themselves, I gave a reception which
most of the senior steff attended including the General Manager, and there
were only two Europeans there, one who was a seed man and the other was an
hydreulic engineer. Both_ these people told me that the Sudanese were doing
this quite as competently as the old syndicate had done. And the other
impression I got was the extreordinary good relationships at a professional
level between 21l the tiers of the administration, agriculturalists, the
co®operative people, the adult education people, the irrigetion people,
and s0 one They really seemed to be working incredibly well as a team and
I thought one of the most execiting administrative things I have seen from
the point of view of the spirit of it and the competence of it. It was the
competence that impressed me Ximoommxt as much as anything, Did you get this

sort of impression.

There had been a very friendly handover both of govermment and
the syndicate of the Gazeiar& board. One of the Sudanese was telling me
that he had been asked about the Bixk British in the Suden and seid that when
the British left they 1eft_:_1il-:e gentlemen, One gets this feeling, and I thin I

it is working, # the Sudanization OF these things took place rather rapidly
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and I think they took overmt only the advantages but the disadvantages
of British administretion, and at the same semi~authoritarian patema.ustiq
pattems are being contimued between the Sudanese and the tenants as was uac@r
the 57-«M days end this is one of the things that raises a big question
maexrk as to how rar?real democratic process has taken place. How far the loeal
people really are involved, really are taking decisions, and they are asking
{lb\ setting up first second snd third class local village councils and so on
end the different kinds of authority

(What they call evolution and setting up what they cell basic democracies
modelled on Pakistan, I don't know what )

Well it has a lot against it because of course there is the whole Maslem culture
a kind of democratic idea doesn't seem to be involved in it i’.t;gm% éate tic
structure. And the other thing which I think is important here is the position
of the women. The women are really a separate subject race and there was in Tact
a small attempt to form a politioal. perty between the two women graduates of the
smm on = I ﬂ SR

e

and especially the women n'naSome of the women were hopping mad sbout this. They
|

but when the militaqr oama into power in 59 they disbanded all political parties
weren't allowed to take part in any political activities whatscever, Now five
years later they are beginning to oreep into educational meetings. One or two
of thekglirdd who had Ieaoapeétéauﬁ.ly segregation to be social workers
in the hospital.

(The other point that struck me wes the Sudanese being compentent without any
sort of arogance just rather set aside the need for the expert. I remember
going to a Treining College in the Gazeera, a teacher training college, and there
was anAmricgnUNEsco expert there and she wasn't half the calibre of the women
really that the senior staff were, and one just felt her quietly satisifed, She
made noises but she wasn't the dominant force. I thought this was excellent.

Ea question not that socilogists aren't needed but there is en administration
that is competent)

This raises thewholequea onofthep per use \ V:QW wly é-’_t_j

hoes ne was, Al

but I certainly do feel that if thﬁ[oan do this sort of thing for asheolo
athom is mox reason they can't do it for the humanities, in a way wf counts,
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with ti:{e whole teamsof people coming out to contimue their interests.
Comment ‘I mean this is the western countries insuler preoccupations with their own
'Socilogy rather then socilogy of these kinds, One of the things I am fascinated
)'twia that I saw the seme thing heppening in the \/([/. River in Ghana
last years There were sbout 80,000 people being displaced there by a river that
1is going to penetrate sbout 300 miles and there are about
Faoo communitiess It is not a oomentra'm like this one but a series of
villages of about 200 or 250, and they are grouping these into 52 townships
\and they are doing St inolie. studies sbout the affinities between villages
r 'in terms of preferences,and preference scales have worked out quite interestingly
by a sociologist working - b I’L—ﬂ:—-«wh]
| and some architccts working on this too. —On. trying to find how they are going
to resettle they find that this passion for ancestors and so on means that
certain people won't cross the river, they've got to be settled on one gidey
and they are txying to give some account & people' s preferences, beceuse they
reckon this is going to lessen native confidence in the administration and in
working together and in ell sorts of other things, and they have teken this really
quite seriously. It was very fascinating to see sociologists findings, really
82 sociomatite patterns, not on a scale like this,but a group of
put on an earchitects drmi?wwh wes working out ‘~ ' 1= units
within the aotual townships, so not only was there some attempt to see you didn'+
(' get the people with strong traditional PRy by L6 Ol .-81'1\,

\ >

| f‘é‘t't-

\ your first question about mental health suggested this keeping of people with
social relationships together mg{ﬁ}e importent. Mow this is th@t}ﬁutting
them in the seme general arveas isn't it, much more intricate/ in ciations"

What I ssy what was a long continoous strip is now 29 little squares.

Comment But from ﬂhm of strip is one bit of the 5 oy A e

(
3,9.041?_»-3 <
comm;b) Are the Wadl Helfans completely under the Zroups

\

(j 29 groups or have they been put into 29 connected groups
D 14 |
X% is difficult to say. It seems to me that the only distinction that has been
made is that the people who lived in the town of Wadl Halfa are now going %o
N%:Ho.lfq which is a town, others are going to the 29 villages where there
is the business of auctioning off shops and market sites and things of this sort,
heysre Tlo Censolo - the egricultural lot which wes supposed to be twice as
much as the lot held in Wadi Halfa as a sort of inducement, %t&wn there was
a great controversy about gardens and whether these belonged to the agricultursal
lot or whethexr they were held as pﬂvam&? and the Wadi Halfens seemed to have
worn on this@%‘and are now sllowed to /a'u tl}eh'ownprivata gexden area
AF iy Sak & gainn i Weldl Baditne Rolle! T2 the Dansera where Garfitn T64s: 009

g



but quite where they siiipped off each village is hard to ssay

-

-~ -

They seemed to be =x a mn_l—arkah.'l\v homogenous group., What is interesting,

perhaps even more interesting of course is that the Wadi Halfans, the Nubians
that isrwho live on the Egyptian side have obviously much more in common with

the Nubians who are on the Sudanese side, and the Nubians from up here are comding
down to here, and these Nubians on the Egyptian side are coming on %o here,

so reslly B#'and kin are now being seperated by ESuiieRiPeRs*C miles

Fy oxt @ Lomg et mnl%he best of all possible worlds you might have got

re e o
some g.gxa.naﬂa about moving the whole lot as Nubians, they have been divided
into Sudenese or Egyptiens according to Wﬂda of the boundary they live.
The Sudanese allege that the Nubians on the other side Lv-\m ! e A

R oeat

in-humanity, whether this is true or not I don't knows What is true
however is that the Nubians are being resettled on the Egyptian side, xmi an
axea which in}ieast something geographicelly and climatically similexr to the
area that they are leaving although it is in long great blocks of

agricultural houses. The Sudanese say that the compensation to the Egypian
Nubisns Gri—ord o /«J;Q o I ok ,z‘}:_) looe Ao

What is tremedously impressive is riding through these deserted villages
there is such a feeling sbout it. And then I lef't Wadi Halfa and went out on

the ri to Aswan  which is 48 hours on the boat. To go along this

deserted place on both sides, with just the odd dog oxr perhaps a team
of Wgeen driven up to Egypt is a fantastic experience, the emptyness,

’Tmﬁﬁ%e'%t[j’;ﬁ& e q'rr"‘t—'* o« It is zad to go in the houses and find

© omment

enormous great stone jars more or lesa emptied of their produce but still 4oo

ﬁl IClae, rC~< [ ‘Q%\—'@"Zb be.

You talked originally about this so called dmcreoy end so ons I was fascinated

big to shifte

Grain Storage jars —

by this question of what the expectations of the tenants of the
Gaseers would be ebout,government and aboukjBusiness of consultetion and about
the organs which they locally would use, representative or otherwise, to make
their claims known and how they would accept or want to accept the official
decision and so ony end I just couldn't top nor teil to this at all in terms of

the traditional cultural relationships. Did you get any?

Its terpibly difficult. Many of the people I spoke %0 in Wadi Halfa who were
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educated people who were coming back to the R
=R —e with their families .

’ ﬁ came to Wadi Helfa travelling with their
families on the train back to Khartoum. And these people spoke
o w@\s—m\ \Ims
It wes awfully difficult to get any feeling from some of the
people especially with the langugge difficulty. I don'+ know whether this
is relevant but one of the thin%mﬁ%%gribly moving to go out into the middle
of nowhere to some tiny scattered village and just dotted around with tents
H:,—-:\ e | < having some meeting, mm
digscussing whether or not they should ask for « thQ s ond someone
would take me out and show me the part thathadbeenfemedioffao that the
goats did'nt walk around in the village and leave their excrement e
all over the places And this was usually the signel for everybody to come
out with us while we rushed ouththls'E%Jt to the fence the whole village would
Ol d—-"{would. stend out there talking and asking each other questions
until it was time forme to go¥ Everybody would applaud as if I had graced
them mr&l : L*?%‘U\' qué&folaéﬂ;doftheir

excrement + XAnd I always thought it was terribly moving, symbolic of the

tremendous politeness ©! O {@JL—/) ﬂ pase callile. . <

I hed asnother experience and this was %o go into one of wvillages or two of the
villages in the Gazmeera which was are just clusters of mud huts with

and so on end I el L o hostile people
and then one of the people said that they think we had come to replen the
village end to s treighten their roads and to demolish houses and they are -
angry that this should be thought of. And when we assured them that this h
wasn' ¢ our thought at all, so that $8F% re obviously strong ! "
conflict feelingss The Wadi Halfa one you see is likely to produce dramq:tio
relationships and it could produce quite an explosive aituation once the |
people get over the first shock, and I wonder if they were oa'bering for this
 fatelistic I think, The habits the attitudes

e ————— T —

by the government or officials ere still determined
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Shan Il
Well you feel this God be Willing constantly
“I-don*+4-kmow-the_answer

Comments | I+t seems to me that as soon es you give people some degree of choice
then you begin to open up all sorts of complications don't yous As long as
\ fate is there as harsh as it is in the desert and the rain and the seasons
> then yum obviously you breath in a kind of fetelism and then you suddenly

/\f:m‘a fé( /u{ x)/, an adjustment end so one

Corment; \ Who could heve made = cholce and how could they have inade a choice?of that
particulsr site or is there aometbinjg'n which the expert hes to play an important
paxrte

ST, N
They are having & choice about having their own gerden aren't they, and

presumably all sorts of other things.

e

Whet is most obvious is that you get & kind of modern supersitructure which has
no relationship with what is happening emmint— and then we have
this fiction that people had choices without making clear what the choices are

L
really between and on the spmmulamtimmciiat expectation that they choose what

ybu want them o choose SRRV the fatel element in it all end 4hs
sl Capper g 1>
of' course is that d.eade mstctwcxsoenisEe in October and November
59 that this has got to be done by July 1963. With the best will in the world
[ ]
you had to think of the almost military problem of moving 50,000 people
Comment And they have done it really in a kind of military scheme of the general manager

kind of teams

Its a Civil Service kind of & U=/ w(iiﬂ”j mﬂmﬁl —
they set up a three or four man commission to plen it

by July 63 and then they set about finding how many people lived there, how many
gats < 0, how nuch compensation people would want, and then there
was & rush to get pecple moved, and I don't think a scheme on this scale could
be done in this kind of way and think ebout people's =
Comment I'm sure they mmmtkiI¥ERE canvot. The next stage, during the next 2 or 3 years

when they are working out their new life will be fascinating. This is |

S S bo of the question and I think we must stope This is where the use

for any kind of sccial workers in this new settlement end if so

what are they going to do?
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They are attempting somaﬂm:\.ng-::;ﬁby taking locel young men and having
them in a sort of place where you could tske your complaints and SNSEFesE"to

a sort of spontaneous citizens advice buremx. But the young men reelly had no
training at all nor experience 21;1;}115 c;# idee wes a¥l right end I'm quite
sure that some mk lind of spontaneous citizens asdvice bureau perhsps cennected
with the local health commission which was usually in e house just like all the
other houses T might be at least a place to sort of focelize

d_uf /WTLL/ e [ % 1(;—'_.:/6 What was interesting was that some of

the men were getting together to pool scme of their compensation money

snd pouring over brochures n‘.ﬁ Jeeps and landrovers, and they were terribly
eager that there should be communicetion between the villages. And I felt that
these were the men who weren't going to stay there anywsy. The real problems
is whether the Wadl Helfans can in fact get this intensive kind of sgriculture
ging and ere piepared 40 .

It is en economic problem in a way., If the go all right this will,

i e adid

And even the Gazefri is beginming to have a lot of luck, Its crops were good
and prices were high and this sterted the smowball going, and much depends I
think on the next two years out there



