Position Title

IFSW Representative to an UN Headquarters

Context

In each region (Africa, Asia and the Pacific, Europe, North America,
Latin America) there is a United Nations Headquarters (New York)
regional offices (Geneva, Nairobi and Vienna) and Economic
Commission Centers (Santiago and Bangkok). For each of them,
IFSW aims to be represented by a Main Representative and if
possible, a team of representatives.

Task

The IFSW representative to the United Nations is responsible for
realizing the agreed strategies within their nominated UN location.
They are expected to develop partnerships with UN stakeholders to
promote and develop actions and statements on relevant social work
contributions; coordinating with the IFSW UN Main Representative
and the IFSW UN Commissioner. The IFSW policy papers, the global
agenda and the various statements shall be understood as guiding
orientation in this work.
.

Description of the position
With IFSW UN Commission
Contribute to a written report for the general meeting of IFSW and attend, as far as possible,
IFSW global or regional meetings.
With IFSW members
Establish partnerships with UN Agencies so that IFSW members work jointly with UN
agencies locally, nationally and regionally, bridging engagement between the community’s
aspirations, the SGDs and other UN agendas.
IFSW representative team
Communicate and work cooperatively with the team and the Main Representative. Take
initiatives to and support the preparation of statements on UN issues and related matters.
Maintain an active commitment to the global goals of IFSW.
UN
Advocate for and promote social work at the UN.
Build awareness on a social work perspective in the UN’s agendas.

Create multi-level interventions to build knowledge, information and visibility of social work
within United Nations structures.
Ensure that the statements and work with the United Nations and partners is consistent
with the policies of IFSW and the Global Definition of Social Work.
Attend meetings of the IFSW representatives of this UN site.
Contribute to an UN NGO committee on an issue that is relevant for Social Work and attend
meetings with other NGOs in a representative position.
Prepare, in collaboration with the main representative and the IFSW Commissioner, written
statements to the UN outlining IFSW’s position.
Give oral statements and contribute to discussions and debates in accordance with the
formal policies of IFSW.
Support the evaluation of IFSW policy papers.
Requirements
As a non-governmental organization (NGO) representative, it is necessary to have some
flexibility of time in order to carry out the responsibilities of the position and to pursue the
tasks involved in a consistent manner. A background and education in social work is
required. Applicants must be a member of the national organization of social workers and
IFSW and in good standing.
Identification with, and commitment to, the principles, purposes and policy statements of
IFSW and following the instruction of the 'Guidelines for IFSW representatives to the UN’.
Demonstrated international perspective and interests.

Priska Fleischlin, IFSW UN Commissioner, 2019, approved by the IFSW Global Board, April 2019
This is an edition established in January 2019 due the newly established IFSW UN Commission and is based on
the approved version by the IFSW General Meeting, Hong Kong, 1996.

