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Introduction to this statement
This statement is needed to support work by the IFSW UN Commission by ensuring that we have common ground from the social work profession and the older people we serve as we advocate for the UN development of a Convention on the Rights of Older Persons.
The IFSW Global Policy on Ageing and Older Persons was created in 2008. Our expectation is that the publication of a Convention on the Rights of Older Persons will be followed by an updated IFSW Global Policy.
It is also timely to create this statement to recognise the growing importance of ageing in our world and the important role of social work in later life.
Globally the population of people aged 60 years and over has doubled since 1995 from 541 million to 1.2 billion. By 2050, the world’s population of people aged 60 years and older will double again to 2.1 billion. This marks a change to the make-up of our societies and, therefore, to the way in which social work engages with individual and communities. This is a global change. Although the shift started in higher-income countries, it is increasingly affecting lower-income countries (WHO, 2026).
This is a success story and brings opportunities for older people, families and communities, and societies. These opportunities are undermined by poor health and its social determinants, and by ageism and intersecting discrimination (WHO 2026). Social workers have a central role in enabling rights and wellbeing for all in later life. 
IFSW’s position on ageing 
1. IFSW celebrates later life and the contribution of older people.
It is positive that people are living longer. Older people make huge contributions locally and beyond. This includes through caring responsibilities, work, caring for the land and environment, leadership and guardianship of traditions. Across the globe, families and communities look to older members for support, advice and heritage. 
Older people can be recognised as Elders, who bless and give to their communities. Many Indigenous societies revere and respect Elders as teachers and mentors who transmit knowledge, culture, practices, and values in their communities. They continue to display resilience despite many challenges and have gained wisdom that can be passed on from generation to generation. (IFSW Indigenous Commission, 2025)
2. IFSW condemns inequity in later life.
Later life is marked by inequity due to the context in which people grew up through their life, including cultural expectations and structural discrimination (WHO, 2026). Over the life-course the impact of this accumulates so that the life expectancy and likelihood of health varies hugely between and within countries at age 60 (WHO, 2026c). Older people face particular and disproportionate barriers to wellbeing that include: disability; lack of mental capacity; abuse and neglect; poverty; social exclusion; the impact of climate change, natural disasters and war; abuse and neglect; digital and technological exclusion. (For example Age International, 2025; WHO, 2024; UNECE, 2021.) 
In later life, people are affected by ageism as a specific form of identity discrimination. Ageism is associated with a shorter lifespan, poorer physical and mental health, slower recovery from disability, cognitive decline, lower quality of life, increased social isolation and loneliness, and restricted ability to express identity. Ageism occurs widely in social care. (WHO, 2021). 
3. IFSW recognises the importance of ageing in its policy work.
The principles of the Charter for an Eco-Social World (People’s Global Summit, 2022) relate to the whole life-course. Positive ageing is made more possible by attention to the environment alongside the social and personal. Elders offer wisdom, knowledge and energy to help us fulfil the actions set out in the Charter.
IFSW recognises care as a central pillar of inclusive and thriving societies (IFSW 2026) and considers ageing as part of this. In later life people may require care; and people in later life, particularly women, make a significant contribution to care provision. 
IFSW recognises that to be truly inclusive, work to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals must involve older people and that social workers can advocate for and facilitate this. The UN decade of healthy ageing (UN, 2021) builds on the Sustainable Development Goal for health to highlight the importance of four areas that are closely linked to social work: age-friendly environments; integrated care; long-term care; and combatting ageism. IFSW’s commitment to the Sustainable Development Goals incorporates a commitment to social work’s role in promoting healthy ageing. 
4. IFSW recognises the importance of social work in later life.
As a human-rights profession, social work is able to play a strong role in improving the rights and wellbeing of older people across the globe. Social work offers a clear purpose, ethics and capabilities to respond to the potential of an ageing population. The profession can act as a role model and support to others. Social workers can create alliances with older people to overcome ageism and enable everyone to flourish and achieve their maximum capability.
IFSW’s commitment to social work in later life
There are three parts to this:
· Social work practice that is relationship-based, strengths-based, anti-ageist and intersectional, and takes a life-course approach. 
· Challenging ageism. 
· Acting as allies in collaboration and co-production with older people, particularly those from minoritised groups, in order to improve the experiences and outcomes of people in later life. 
This statement will support IFSW’s work in advocating for a holistic eco-social UN Convention on the Rights of Older Persons.
In support of rights and wellbeing in later life, IFSW will:
· Challenge ageism internally in social work and externally in global discussion.
· Advocate for human rights and social justice for older people.
· Promote education and professional development for social work in later life.
· Promote and support the role of social work in later life internationally.
· Contribute to global work to improve experiences of ageing, to promote ageing with rights and to create a UN Convention on the Rights of Older Persons. 
IFSW asks members to:
· Support the development of a UN Convention on the Rights of Older Persons at a local level.
· Contribute to the work of the IFSW UN Commission in advocating for the Convention and for the importance of social work in later life.
The Global Policy will be reviewed following the introduction of a convention.

Date		May 2026
Review		2028

For further information or to support the work on the Contention and the importance of social work in late life, members can contact Geraldine Nosowska (gerry@effective-practice.com) who is the lead for ageing in the UN Commission support team. 
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