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Motivation for applying for Executive Membership IFSW 2026-2028.
Almost ten years ago, the Dutch Association BPSW reconnected with IFSW, and I became involved in rebuilding our relationship and strengthening our international engagement. Since then, I have been committed to connecting national and international perspectives and ensuring that international cooperation adds real value to social workers and their everyday practice.
In 2024, I was honoured to join the Executive Commission and to work with an inspiring team of colleagues from across the world. I had to step back last year for health reasons, but I am very pleased to be able to return and am highly motivated to contribute again.
As an Executive Committee member, my focus will be on strengthening cooperation across Europe and ensuring that the voice of social workers remains central. Social workers face increasing work pressure while professional standards and societal challenges continue to evolve. They constantly navigate between the needs and rights of clients, organisational demands and professional standards. A strong profession needs a strong collective voice, opportunities for exchange, and the ability to translate international perspectives into meaningful support for practice.
I bring extensive experience in gender-based violence, domestic violence and child abuse, with a strong commitment to human rights. These issues transcend national borders, and I would like to contribute this expertise to IFSW while also learning from colleagues across Europe and beyond.
I would bring to the Executive Committee and IFSW Europe my experience, commitment and a collaborative approach. Most importantly, I want to help strengthen our profession, support social workers in their daily practice, and ensure that the voices of both professionals and the people they work with are heard at a European and international level.
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