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Report of IFSW Europe Regional Representative/Commissioner
2025-26
September 2026
	Your name
	Akudo Amadiegwu 
Geraldine Nosowska (Gerry)

	Your association
	British Association of Social Workers

	Commission or Organisation where you represent IFSW Europe
	UN Commission Support Team Geneva

	Date of report
	September 2026

	When did you start being the representatives?
	June 2025

	Do you have a support person/group?
	Part of the UN Geneva support team

	Do you wish to continue for the year 2026/27?
	Yes

	If you wish to continue, do you need a support person/group?
	N/A as part of support team

	
	

	Please list the main events and meetings you attended  between October 2025 and September 2026
	IFSW Europe reps meetings
IFSW Geneva UN Commission support team meetings
IFSW UN Commission whole team meetings

Akudo: UN Commission Meeting Geneva May 2026
World Summit on Social Development November 2025
High Level Political Forum, New York July 2026

Gerry:
NGO Ageing Committee Geneva meetings

	Please describe other work you undertook in your role (e.g. policy work, writing, contributing to webinars etc) 
	Akudo: Planned and presented 
1. CPD Event on Human Rights of Social Workers and their responsibility to their service recipients
2. Planned and presented at the UN Commission Event on Female Farmers in Kenya in collaboration with Access Bank Kenya. 
3. Secured $5000 sponsorship for the Joint Social Work Conference in Kenya from Access Bank
4. Planning a UN Commission Event at the UN Headquarters in Geneva to celebrate the Year of the Female Farmer
5. Contributing to WHO Policy document “Supporting the transition to community-based mental health and social care: Practical guide to the deinstitutionalization of psychiatric hospitals”

Gerry:
Blog for UN Day of OP 2025
Update IFSW Policy on Ageing with statement June 2026
Contribute to NGO Committee response to surveys

	What have been your main achievements in this role in the last year?
We are supporting the UN Commission team in Geneva and also the wider UN Commission.

Akudo: It was my privilege to contribute to the CPD on human rights of social workers by inviting social workers from the UK, India and Lebanon to share case studies from their countries. We had over 1400 registrants for the CPD event and it was impactful having social workers to share their experiences.

It was also a privilege to plan a female farmers event in Nairobi which availed female farmers the opportunity to share their experiences. The conversation will be continued in Geneva in October. 

Gerry:
I have started to build engagement with the NGO Committee on Ageing.
I completed a statement for IFSW on social work and ageing.
In meetings and submissions I have raised the importance of social work with older people. 

	What themes and opportunities should the IFSW Europe representative to this institution, commission or network focus on during the next year?
Our goals are:
1. Strengthening the knowledge of UN and specialized agencies mechanisms and modalities of pertinent actions
2. Co- and self-learning of the systems and the modalities of pertinent actions
3. Sharing and transferring knowledge to other members of IFSW, including through the conception of the next CPD
4. Strengthening existing partnerships and enlarging the networking in Geneva, including considering starting the process of accreditation of IFSW in WHO 
5. Advocate for the recognition of social work 
6. Promote positive language through best practices and constructive experiences on the ground 
7. Build meaningful connection with IFSW European regional group  


	If you wish to continue in your role, please list your personal objectives/aims for the next year.
1. Continue to take part in the IFSW Europe representatives group
2. Continue to support the IFSW Geneva UN Commission
3. Continue to attend relevant committees and contribute to work
4. Attend World Social Work Day in Geneva March 2027. 

Akudo:
To work with the WHO and grow the partnership between the IFSW and the WHO
To continue to amplify the voices of social workers through the CPD events.

Gerry:
To work across commissions and regions to update the IFSW policy on ageing 

	Any other information you wish to share
Other members of the support team lead on the following areas:
Swetha: 
· WSWD
· UNRISD
Sibylle
· Right to development 
· Office of High Commissioner for Human Rights 
· (Freedom of association and freedom of speech) 
Annalisa
· ILO
· Universal Social Protection 
· Working conditions for social workers 
· Care economy 
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