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Report of IFSW Europe Regional Representative/Commissioner
2025-26
September 2026
	Your name
	Geraldine Nosowska (Gerry)

	Your association
	British Association of Social Workers

	Commission or Organisation where you represent IFSW Europe
	Social Work and Ageing

	Date of report
	7 September 2026

	When did you start being the representative?
	November 2021

	Do you have a support person/group?
	Part of the UN Geneva support team

	Do you wish to continue for the year 2026/27?
	Yes

	If you wish to continue, do you need a support person/group?
	Not necessary

	
	

	Please list the main events and meetings you attended  between October 2025 and September 2026
	IFSW Europe reps meetings
IFSW Geneva UN Commission support team meetings
IFSW UN Commission whole team meetings
NGO Ageing Committee Geneva meetings

	Please describe other work you undertook in your role (e.g. policy work, writing, contributing to webinars etc) 
	Blog for UN Day of OP 2025
Update IFSW Policy on Ageing with statement June 2026
Contribute to NGO Committee response to surveys:
· Apr 26 Input to UNHCR on convention principles and framework
· June 26 Input to Ind Expert call on dependency in older age


	What have been your main achievements in this role in the last year?
I have started to build engagement with the NGO Committee on Ageing.
I completed a statement for IFSW on social work and ageing.
In meetings and submissions I have raised the importance of social work with older people. 

	What themes and opportunities should the IFSW Europe representative to this institution, commission or network focus on during the next year?
Importance of social work in later life
Role of social workers in upholding human rights
Importance of a convention on the rights of older people


	If you wish to continue in your role, please list your personal objectives/aims for the next year.

I have three specific aims for IFSW:
1. To contribute to the UN Commission’s World Social Work day event in March 2027
2. To work across commissions and regions to update the IFSW policy on ageing 
3. To contribute to NGO Committee on Ageing work to advocate in the UN for the convention on the rights of older people.
There are four activities that I want to undertake:
1. Continue to take part in the representatives group
2. Continue to support the IFSW Geneva UN Commission
3. Continue to attend the NGO Committee on Ageing
4. Attend World Social Work Day in Geneva March 2027. 

I hope that IFSW Europe can support this objective and these aims and activities. 

	Any other information you wish to share
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