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Report of IFSW Europe Regional Representative/Commissioner
For Delegates Meeting in Utrecht 2026


	Your names
	Ruth Allen
Renuka Ramaswamy (support team)

	Your association
	BASW

	Commission, institution or network where you represent IFSW Europe
	Conference of International NGOs (CINGO) Council of Europe

	Date of report
	2 October 2026

	When did you start being the representative?
	Ruth – 2022


	Do you have a support person/group?
	Renuka Ramaswamy
Theresa Hoffman

	Do you wish to continue for the year 2026/27
	Yes

	If you wish to continue, do you need a new support person/group?
	No – I have a team

	
	

	Please list the main events and meetings you attended  between October 2024 and September 2025
	Two General Assemblies
Two meetings of the CoE Children’s Rights Steering Committee
Organised and attended World NGO Day hybrid event
UN Climate Change Summit
CoE Presidency Seminar on Online Safety and Rights of Children   
Country visit on state of civil society – Denmark
Three Rights of the Child CINGO Committee Meetings
Three CINGO Social Rights Committee meetings
Meetings to establish an IFSW Europe representative to the CoE Roma Anti-Discrimination Steering Committee (ADI-ROM)

	Please describe other work you undertook in your role (e.g. policy work, writing, contributing to webinars etc) 
	I am on the Standing Committee of CINGO so I am involved in diverse coordination, facilitation, representative and reporting activities; involvement in planning for 50th anniversary events; writing proposals for budget uplift. 

	What have been your main achievements in this role in the last year?

· Sustaining and developing the Children’s Rights Committee of CINGO with my co-chair, and raising profile of children’s rights across the work of CINGO and all its committees
· Bringing social work and civil society voice into CoE Children’s Rights Steering Committee including promoting full rights of LGBTQi young people and championing the role of effective social work and social services
· Creating a role of IFSW E Roma Rights Representative of CINGO within the CoE
· Diverse activities as Standing Commmittee member, supporting the President and liaising with members.
· Coordinating the CINGO Committees reporting and governance
· Drafting and editing statements and declarations of solidarity on human rights with colleagues
· Leading an important presentation and discussion in the general assembly on anti-discrimination and anti-hate speech in collaboration with CoE and CINGO Experts   


	What themes and opportunities should the IFSW Europe representative to this institution, commission or network focus on during the next year?

· Raise the profile of social work and IFSW E
· Work in collaboration with other INGOs
· Promote social work values and approaches in debates and written output of CINGO
· Enable other IFSWE members to get involved – including NSW.



	If you wish to continue in your role, please list your personal objectives/aims for the next year.

· Continue to develop the Children’s Rights (CR) presence in CINGO and gain a new mandate for the CR committee from April 2027 
· Raise the voice of social work more loudly in CINGO e.g. in respect of the role of social workers as human rights defenders. Work with colleagues in CINGO and CoE to ask for a new statement/guidance from CoE on the role of social work and social services in upholding and extending human and social rights and/or create a statement within CINGO on social workers as rights defenders.
· Develop amd make more visible the role of the Roma rights representative
· Complete my term of office on the Standing Committee (to April 2027) and consider standing as Vice President
· Build partnerships with other INGOs of benefit to IFSWE
· Develop the support team, including NSWN members






	Any other information you wish to share
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