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Blank Template for Report of IFSW Europe Representative or Regional Commissioner
For Delegates Meeting in Utrecht, 2026
Please complete and send this report to europe@ifsw.org 
by 25th September 2026

	Your name
	John Brennan

	Your association
	Irish Association of Social Workers

	Commission, institution or network where you represent IFSW Europe
	Social Platform

	Date of report
	25.09.2026

	When did you start being the representative?
	2018

	Do you have a support person/group?
	Birthe Povlsen

	Do you wish to continue for the year 2025/26?
	Yes

	If you wish to continue, do you need a new support person/group?
	Yes, ideally someone with easy access to Brussels

	
	

	Please list the main events and meetings you attended  between October 2025 and September 2026
	Attended online meetings of:-
Social Pillar Steering Group X 2
The other usual meetings were abandoned because of the funding crisis.


	Please describe other work you undertook in your role (e.g. policy work, writing, contributing to webinars etc) 
	Because of the implications of the loss of the EU funding, the normal work of the Platform at meetings largely ceased during the year.  Discussion at meetings concerned the question of the continued existence of Social Platform beyond 2026.

The usual Working Group meetings ceased and there was no General Assembly.


	What have been your main achievements in this role in the last year?

In the last year there has been little engagement with the Platform's membership in connection with the usual work programme.  As mentioned above, discussion has mainly centred on the survival of the Platform post 2026/27.


	What themes and opportunities should the IFSW Europe representative to this institution, commission or network focus on during the next year?

As I mentioned in my previous year's report, because I am not based in Brussels and we don’t have any other member there either, we cannot be involved in the daily or weekly routine face-to-face work with the EU institutions that other SP member organisations undertake.

In the context of the EU, an important focus for IFSW Europe has been on the new EU Social Package (launched in 2026) and particularly on its Anti-Poverty Strategy (APS).  This aligns closely with much of the Platform's agenda, so I will attempt if possible, to engage with the Platform on these during 2027.


	If you wish to continue in your role, please list your personal objectives/aims for the next year.

If the Social Platform survives into 2027, it will be with one staff member, the Director, rather than the six employees of previous years.  Earlier this year the other staff members were given 'protective notice' of their pending loss of employment with the Platform.
 
The Platform will rely heavily on the goodwill and support of its member organisations based in Brussels.  In this respect, the Platform will be relying on the voluntary support of individuals and the member organisations.

I hope I can meet online with the Platform Director in early 2027 to explore how IFSW can be of practical support - if that is possible, for example, IFSW hosting some webinars for the Platform.

The social issues that the Platform grappled with remain, so I will attempt to find ways to continue to engage with them from a social work perspective.



	Any other information you wish to share

My thanks again to Birthe Povlsen and Ruth Allen for there continued support during the year.
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