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CSWE 
Competency 

How connects  Chapter  How addresses 

1 – 
Demonstrate 
Ethical and 
Professional 
Behavior 

Expansion of 
how we define 
role of social 
work 

 

V1 Chpt. 1 – Communities, social sustainability 
and, social work practice in the face of disaster 

What are the roles of 
social workers in 
disasters? 
 

V1 Chpt. 8 – Community development 
intervention guidelines for communities 
affected by natural disasters 

V1 Chpt 17 – Building sustainable communities 
through social work in emergency/ disaster 
situations: Learning from the Association of 
Social Work Professionals of Spain 

V1 Chpt. 6 – Greening social work through an 
experiential learning framework 

How social work models 
and practices need to 
change 

V1 Chpt. 21 – Comparing model representations 
of sustainability: Tools for social workers 

Exploration of various 
sustainability models 

V2 Chpt 4 – Advocating for social and 
environmental justice and human rights: 
Listening to Indigenous voices 

The role of social workers 
in advocacy for 
environmental justice 

V3 Chpt. 1 – Building social and environmental 
sustainability through social entrepreneurship in 
social work practice 

Entrepreneurial role of 
social work 

V3 Chpt. 14 – One health: How the health of the 
oceans and humans connect 

Role of social work in 
protection of natural 
world 

V3 Chpt. 17 – The method of transdisciplinary 
teamwork for realizing the sustainable 
development goals 

Necessity of social work to 
bring perspective to 
sustainability 

How values of 
social work 
include 
attention to 
the natural 
environment 

V1 Chpt 5 – Sustainability and ecological 
citizenship 

Need to expand values to 
include animal rights and 
focus on ecological rights 

V1 Chpt 16 – Social and environmental 
sustainability as ethical values to guide social 
work practice 

How sustainability is 
consistent with social 
work values. 

V3 Chpt. 9 – Promoting environmental 
sustainability to and through 
responsible/sustainable tourism 

Connection between 
social work values and 
sustainable industry 
practices 



V3 Chpt. 16 – How can the institution of social 
workers promote sustainability? Practice 
examples from the Spanish General Council of 
Social Work 

Sustainability as an ethical 
issue for social work 
profession 

Need for 
practitioners 
to develop 
sustainable 
worldview 

V2 Chpt 1 – Developing critical self-awareness to 
incorporate sustainability into worldviews 

Understanding worldview 
as key to sustainability 

V2 Chpt 2 – Holistic ecosocial work: A model for 
transformative change through being, knowing 
and doing 

Developing an ecosocial 
worldview through 
reflection 

V2 Chpt. 16 – Teaching environmental empathy 
in the social work curriculum 

Developing empathy for 
the environment 

V2 Chpt. 17 – Reconnecting with the Earth Enhance connection to 
the natural world through 
self-awareness exercises 

V2 Chpt. 18 – The mighty powers of mud: Eco-
therapeutic practices for personal and 
professional development 

2- Engage 
Diversity and 
Difference in 
Practice 

Diversity of 
experiences 
defines how 
experience 
climate 
change effects 

V1 Chpt 1 – Communities, social sustainability 
and, social work practice in the face of disaster 

Diverse experiences after 
natural disaster in 
Barbados 

V1 Chpt. 13 – Gentrification and displacement: 
An environmental justice challenge for social 
work in urban environments 

Exploring effects of 
gentrification on different 
groups  

V1 Chpt. 14 – Forced migration and the lived 
experiences of refugees 

Experiences of refugees 
related to climate change 

V2 Chpt. 8 – Social work on social and 
environmental issues in communities that are 
under military occupation 

How climate change 
issues are experienced by 
communities under 
military occupation 

V2 Chpt. 10 – Partnership approaches to address 
the impacts of environmental, social, and 
economic injustices on mental wellbeing with 
the Traveller community in Ireland 

How climate change is 
experienced by Traveller 
population in Ireland, 
attention to mental health 

V2 Chpt. 12 – Aging and sustainability How climate change 
issues are experienced by 
elder population 

V2 Chpt. 15 – Promoting mental health: 
Engagement with the environment as a source 
of solutions and inspiration 

Impacts of climate change 
on mental health 

V3 Chpt. 5 – Gender, environmental degradation 
and eco-feminism 

Differential impacts of 
climate change based on 
gender 

Exploring how 
different ways 
of knowing 
impact 
understanding 

V2 Chpt 1 – Developing critical self-awareness to 
incorporate sustainability into worldviews 

Relationship between 
colonization and injustice 
for Indigenous 
communities 

V2 Chpt 2 – Holistic ecosocial work: A model for 
transformative change through being, knowing 
and doing 



of 
sustainability 

V2 Chpt. 4 – Advocating for social and 
environmental justice and human rights: 
Listening to Indigenous voices 

Understanding the role of 
culture and climate 
change 

V2 Chpt. 5 – Towards an integration of 
Indigenous knowledge and social work 
strategies in coping with climate change: An 
Afro-sensed approach 

How indigenous 
knowledge in Africa can 
shape understanding of 
climate change and 
sustainability 

V2 Chpt. 6 – Critical Indigenous Pedagogy of 
Place: Claiming place at multiple levels in 
sustainability and social work practice 

Understanding 
relationship to place as 
necessary 

V2 Chpt. 7 – Wise practices with Indigenous 
Australians: Adapting to a changing planet 

Indigenous experiences 
related to spirituality and 
sustainability 

3 – Advance 
Human Rights 
and Social, 
Economic, and 
Environmental 
Justice 

Understanding 
environmental 
justice 

V1 Chpt. 5 – Sustainability and ecological 
citizenship 

Expanding understanding 
of environmental injustice 
to ecological injustice 

V1 Chpt. 18 – Using social media to 
communicate environmental justice in rural 
spaces 

Increase understanding of 
environmental justice 

Examples of 
environmental 
injustice 

V1 Chpt. 1 – Communities, social sustainability 
and, social work practice in the face of disaster 

Environmental injustice 
experienced in disaster  

V1 Chpt. 12 – Water is life Environmental injustice 
related to water rights in 
Bolivia 

V1 Chpt. 13 – Gentrification and displacement: 
An environmental justice challenge for social 
work in urban environments 

Housing as environmental 
justice 

V1 Chpt. 20 – Threadbare: The role of social 
work in addressing ecological injustices in the 
fashion industry 

Environmental and 
ecological injustices in the 
fashion industry 

V2 Chpt. 4 – Advocating for social and 
environmental justice and human rights: 
Listening to Indigenous voices 

Environmental injustice 
experienced by American 
Indigenous populations 

V2 Chpt. 8 – Social work on social and 
environmental issues in communities that are 
under military occupation 

Environmental injustice 
experienced by 
Palestinians 

V2 Chpt. 10 – Partnership approaches to address 
the impacts of environmental, social, and 
economic injustices on mental wellbeing with 
the Traveller community in Ireland 

Environmental injustice 
experienced by Travellers 

V3 Chpt. 2 – Summer harvest: Lessons from the 
garden 

Food injustice 

V3 Chpt. 5 – Gender, environmental degradation 
and eco-feminism 

Gender based 
environmental injustice  



V3. Chpt. 6 – The role of social workers in 
promoting sustainable waste management in 
developing countries 

Environmental injustice 
related to waste 

V3. Chpt. 7 – Hydraulic fracturing and 
Indigenous rights in the Heartland of the USA: 
Lessons for environmental social workers 

Fracturing as 
environmental injustice 

V3. Chpt. 10 – Legacies of colonization and 
contradictions of global environmental 
governance  

Environmental injustices 
furthered by global 
climate governance 
models 

V3 Chpt. 12 – Innovation in environmental 
impact assessments: Incorporating the Signs of 
Safety approach in social impact assessments of 
acid mine drainage in West Rand, South Africa 

Acid mine drainage  

V3 Chpt. 13 – Community transformation for 
climate justice in Bolivia 

Experiences in Bolivia 

V3 Chpt. 15 – Preserving and protecting forests 
and forest dependent communities in India by 
implementing the Forest Rights Act of 2006 

Environmental injustice 
related to forests in India 

Sustainability 
connects to 
human rights 

V1 Chpt. 9 – The role of social workers in 
promoting sustainable community and 
environmental development 

Connecting SDGs and 
economic development to 
human rights 

V1 Chpt. 14 – Forced migration and the lived 
experiences of refugees 

Migration as a human 
rights issue 

4 – Engage in 
Practice-
informed 
Research and 
Research-
informed 
Practice 

Examples of 
using research 
in area of 
sustainability 

V1 Chpt. 2 – Youth and the green economy Evaluation of youth 
employment project in 
Tennessee USA 

V1 Chpt. 4 – Exploring the integrative well-being 
model 

Community based 
research in the Philippines  

V1 Chpt. 7 – The social work change agent role: 
Building capacity in rural communities for 
sustainable natural resource management 

Community based 
research in Zimbabwe 

V1 Chpt. 13 – Gentrification and displacement: 
An environmental justice challenge for social 
work in urban environments 

Community based 
research in Portland, USA 

V2 Chpt. 6 – Critical Indigenous Pedagogy of 
Place: Claiming place at multiple levels in 
sustainability and social work practice 

Creating a practice model 
out of community-based 
research 

V2 Chpt. 11 – Charting strategies to social 
sustainability: Lessons from community 
environmental struggles 

Research classifying 
sustainability 
interventions 

V2 Chpt. 13 – Youth empowerment through 
interdisciplinary outreach 

Evaluation of youth 
science camp project in 
Tennessee USA 



V2 Chpt. 14 – Environmental sustainability 
through interdisciplinary partnerships with 
community-based interventions 

Evaluation of 
interdisciplinary project in 
Cyprus 

V3 Chpt. 14 – One health: How the health of the 
oceans and humans connect 

Applying research on 
oceans/waterways to 
social work practice 

5 – Engage in 
Policy Practice 

Social works 
role in 
developing 
alternative 
economic 
models to 
address 
sustainability 

V1 Chpt. 3 – Agitating through an alternate 
economy: Social work, sustainability, and the 
circular economy 

What is the role of social 
work in expanding 
understanding of 
economies 

V1 Chpt. 11 – Promoting sustainability by a 
paradigm shift towards commons 

Need for policy shift 
toward commons 
economy 

V3 Chpt. 8 – Sharing to flourish: A degrowth 
approach to provisioning for prosperity 

Economic policy impacts 
on systems and 
alternative models 

V3 Chpt. 11 – Bridging environmental policy with 
welfare: A task proposal for social workers to 
engage with ecosystem services 

Ecosystem services as an 
alternative economic 
practice 

Advocacy V1 Chpt. 18 – Using social media to 
communicate environmental justice in rural 
spaces 

E-advocacy for 
environmental justice 

Role of policy 
in 
sustainability 

V1 Chpt. 1 – Communities, social sustainability 
and, social work practice in the face of disaster 

Need for policy planning 
related to disaster 
preparedness and 
recovery 

V1 Chpt. 13 – Gentrification and displacement: 
An environmental justice challenge for social 
work in urban environments 

Effects of urban 
gentrification policies 

V2 Chpt. 3 – Challenges of a sustainable 
development approach to social work in a 
Danish welfare state context 

Relationship between 
policies and greening 
social work practice 

V3 Chpt. 4 – Transforming education: Self-
directed learning to foster imagination and 
create social and environmental sustainability 

Relationship between 
educational policy and 
sustainability 

V3 Chpt. 10 – Legacies of colonization and 
contradictions of global environmental 
governance 

How global policies 
impact inequality and 
sustainability 

V3 Chpt. 15 – Preserving and protecting forests 
and forest dependent communities in India by 
implementing the Forest Rights Act of 2006 

How policy 
implementation effects 
forest rights 

6 – Engage 
with 
Individuals, 

Each of the 
referenced 
chapters deals 

V1 Chpt. 1 – Communities, social sustainability 
and, social work practice in the face of disaster 

Planning and intervention 
following disaster in 
Barbados 



Families, 
Groups, 
Organizations, 
and 
Communities 
 
 
7 – Assess 
Individuals, 
Families, 
Groups, 
Organizations, 
and 
Communities 
 
 
8 – Intervene 
with 
Individuals, 
Families, 
Groups, 
Organizations, 
and 
Communities 
 
 
9 – Evaluate 
Practice with 
Individuals, 
Families, 
Groups, 
Organizations, 
and 
Communities 

with each of 
the aspects of 
practice - 
engagement, 
assessment, 
intervention 
and 
evaluation 
through 
presentation 
of practices/ 
techniques/ 
models to 
further 
sustainability 

V1 Chpt. 3 – Agitating through an alternate 
economy: Social work, sustainability, and the 
circular economy  

Determining community 
needs and applying 
circular economy to 
address  

V1 Chpt. 4 – Exploring the integrative well-being 
model 

Community project in the 
Philippines helping a 
community improve well-
being 

V1 Chpt. 7 – The social work change agent role: 
Building capacity in rural communities for 
sustainable natural resource management  

Designing and 
implementing community- 
based interventions 
related to sustainable 
livelihoods 

V1 Chpt. 8 – Community development 
intervention guidelines for communities 
affected by natural disaster 

Community based disaster 
interventions and models 

V1 Chpt. 10 – Sustainable wellbeing and social 
work with children: Promoting our 
connectedness with nature through nature 
assisted interventions 

Ecosocial work with 
children 
 

V1 Chpt 17 – Building sustainable communities 
through social work in emergency/ disaster 
situations: Learning from the Association of 
Social Work Professionals of Spain 

Disaster protocols  

V1 Chpt. 18 – Using social media to 
communicate environmental justice in rural 
spaces 

Project working with 
community through e-
advocacy 

V1 Chpt. 19 – Promoting community and 
environmental sustainability: Developing 
strategies that will combine sustainable social, 
economic, and environmental development 

Steps to carry out 
community-based 
sustainability project 

V2 Chpt. 6 – Critical Indigenous Pedagogy of 
Place: Claiming place at multiple levels in 
sustainability and social work practice 

Using place-based model 
to intervene 

V2 Chpt. 11 – Charting strategies to social 
sustainability: Lessons from community 
environmental struggles  

Techniques to assess and 
intervene related to 
power structures in 
community environmental 
struggles 

V2 Chpt. 13 – Youth empowerment through 
interdisciplinary outreach 

Interventions with youth 
around environment 

V2 Chpt. 14 – Environmental sustainability 
through interdisciplinary partnerships with 
community-based interventions 

How to carry out an 
interdisciplinary project 



V2 Chpt. 15 – Promoting mental health: 
Engagement with the environment as a source 
of solutions and inspiration 

Environmental based 
interventions 

V2 Chpt. 17 – Reconnecting with Earth 
 

Interventions to enhance 
connection to natural 
world 

V2 Chpt. 18 – The mighty powers of mud: Eco-
therapeutic practices for personal and 
professional development 

Ecotherapy 

V3 Chpt. 1 – Building social and environmental 
sustainability through social entrepreneurship in 
social work practice 

Using entrepreneurship as 
practice model 

V3 Chpt. 12 – Innovation in environmental 
impact assessments: Incorporating the Signs of 
Safety approach in social impact assessments of 
acid mine drainage in West Rand, South Africa 

Using Social Impact 
Assessment and Signs of 
Safety Model to plan and 
deliver interventions 

V3 Chpt. 17 – The method of transdisciplinary 
teamwork for realizing the sustainable 
development goals 

Implementing 
transdisciplinary 
partnerships in teams 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


