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Phases of  
work 
2016 to 
2018 

• Continued making archives and documents 
more accessible and available 

• Completing sorting and reviewing of documents 
• Sorting country folders
• Regional folders 
• The papers of International Study Group 

1955/56  and 57/59 
• Other folders 

• Co-operation and networking

• Researching missing information 

• Preparing information to be placed on IFSW 
Website

• To celebrate 90 years in Dublin



Phases of  
work 2018 
to 2020

• Further scanning of documents for eventual 
addition to IFSW Archives website

• The Archives Website now have a People 
section which is devoted to social workers 
who have made a significant contribution to 
IFSW and/or international social work. This is 
needs further development to ensure that in 
2028 when IFSW celebrate its centenary this 
webpage will include people such as 
• recipients of the Andy Mouravieff-Apostal

Medal, 
• IFSW activists, 
• Authors of papers of IFSW and 

international social work  



Making the Archives more accessible and available - from plastic 
storage boxes and random shelves in IFSW Basel 



Example of plastic container to shelves IFSW Office Rheinfelden 



To IFSW Office in
Rheinfelden  



To IFSW Office in
Rheinfelden 







Country folders



Sorting 
Country 
Folders –
what does 
this mean

• Immediate paper preservation – removal 
rusty paper clips and staples (within the 
next 10 years some papers will require 
treatment to stop further disintegration) 

• Copying at risk papers
• Merging different country folders

• Papers sorted into date order
• Cross referencing where country 

information is located in different part 
of the archives 

• Celebrating and assessing historical 
documents 







Selection of publication found in country 
folders : Brasil 1985



Chile 1978



Danish Assn 
1974 



Germany 
1970



Ireland 1972  



Ghana 1974



Tanzania 1995



Singapore 
1972



Vietnam 1970



New Zealand 1967



The papers of 
International Study 
Group 1955/56  and 
57/59 - whom 
completed extensive  
research of the 
function and 
working methods of 
Personnel/Industrial 
Social Work. (Papers 
sorted 2018)



Within the Study Group 
extensive papers was 
the 1949 Journal for 
Social Work -
Netherlands



Co-operation and 
networking 

• German Association of 
Social Workers

• Austrian Association of 
Social Worker 



Researching 
missing 
information

Third International 
Conference on Social 
Work 



History 
1847 -
1928  

• The era of International Congresses 
(Conferences) which lead to the setting up of 
the International Permanent Secretariat of 
Social Workers (IPSSW) in 1932. 

• International Conferences were being held since 
1847 with the first more social work focused 
event in 1889 in Paris – the 1st International 
Congress (Conference) on Statutory and 
Voluntary Assistance. This was followed by 
Conferences in Geneva 1896, Paris 1900, Milan 
1906 and Copenhagen 1920.

• The 1st International Conference of Social Work 
was held in Paris in July 1928. This format 
brought together over 5000 delegates, 
representing 42 countries. This provides the 
framework for the current day IASSW, ICSW and 
IFSW. 



IFSW history through International Conferences 
1928 1932



Signatures of people who attended 1932 Meeting 



History 
1940 – 50s

The 1948 meetings in New York lead to the 
development of plans for setting up the current 
IFSW. This was achieved in 1956 at the 8th

International Social Work Conference when IFSW 
was constituted and legally incorporated 1957. 

• Papers held in the IFSW Office include 
• Copy of the Proceeding of the Conference including the 

meeting minutes setting up modern day IFSW 1956

• Original copies of meeting documents 1956

• Constitution 1957



50 years of  
history  1928 
- 2006 
(Munich 
Conference) 

IFSW 50 years of 
history 
by Nigel Hall
• IFSW VP for Africa
• IFSW Human Rights 

Commissioner 



2028  

Celebrating 100 years  of IFSW

• Activities include the IFSW 
Archives Website People 
section. Which is devoted to 
social workers who have made a 
significant contribution to IFSW 
and/or international social work. 

• Other activities



Thanks for the support and ongoing 
commitment 


