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1. Introduction

Over the past year, the Association of Social workers in Suriname [ASWS/VSWS] has demonstrated its
commitment to strengthening its members and contributing to the community through various
activities. This report provides an overview of our key capacity-building initiatives and social impact

programs, as well as the outcomes achieved within the community.

2. Capacity-Building Activities

Our organization organized several training sessions, workshops, and
conferences to enhance the professional and personal skills of our
members. In addition to knowledge-sharing, we prioritized the
emotional well-being of our members by facilitating sessions focused

on resilience and mental health.

We also actively involved colleagues-in-training in our activities,
offering them practical experience and fostering a sense of connection
with the organization. This initiative not only improved their
competencies but also strengthened collaboration within the

profession.

3. Nationwide Awareness Sessions

One of our main focus areas was raising awareness about
critical societal issues. We conducted awareness sessions in
schools and communities, covering topics such as:

. Domestic violence and gender-based violence (GBV)
o Bullying and social inclusion
. HIV and other sexually transmitted infections (STls)

In addition to these thematic sessions, we organized
motivation sessions to inspire both youth and adults to realize
their potential and contribute positively to their communities.



4. Responding to National Needs

To address the immediate needs of the community, we carried out the
following initiatives:

e Clothing fairs: Organized two events where individuals could purchase
clothing and other essential items at affordable prices.

e Partnered in a wheelchair distribution program, supporting
individuals with mobility challenges in collaboration with a partner
organization.
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5. Impact and Results

Our activities led to significant positive changes, both within the organization and in the broader
community. Key outcomes include:

e Over 50 participants in capacity-building workshops and training sessions.
e Active engagement of 100% youth and adults in the nationwide awareness sessions.

e Direct support provided to vulnerable groups through the clothing fairs and the wheelchair
program.

e Involvement of 30 colleagues-in-training, equipping them with valuable practical experience and
integrating them into the field.



6. Conclusion and Outlook

The efforts of VSWS have contributed to the development of our members and the well-being of society.
In the coming period, we aim to continue focusing on capacity-building, community awareness, and
direct support initiatives. We strive to expand our reach and create an even greater impact.
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