
 
 
 

Concept Note: Vision of the IFSW Global Educa�on Commission 
Towards 2028 
 
Introduc�on 
 
As the IFSW approaches the centenary of the 1928 Paris Conference, the Global Educa�on 
Commission envisions a transforma�ve agenda to strengthen social work educa�on 
worldwide. Our goal is to enhance professional educa�on, support lifelong learning, and 
develop global knowledge infrastructures that advance research-informed prac�ce. This 
vision is grounded in three key pillars: (1) Monitoring and strengthening global standards for 
social work educa�on, (2) Expanding post-qualifying (PQ) educa�on and structured CPD 
opportuni�es, and (3) Establishing a global research and scholarship centre to enhance 
prac�ce-based knowledge. 
 
Pillar 1: Monitoring and Strengthening Global Standards for Social Work Educa�on 
The IFSW Global Educa�on Commission will ac�vely monitor the implementa�on of global 
standards for social work educa�on and maintain this as a living document that evolves with 
the needs of the profession. The Commission will: 

• Provide ongoing documenta�on, updates, and amplifica�on of global standards, 
ensuring their relevance and responsiveness to social work educa�on challenges. 

• Support universi�es, educa�on providers, and professional bodies in implemen�ng 
and improving social work educa�on frameworks in alignment with global standards. 

• Facilitate knowledge-sharing pla�orms and guidance to help ins�tu�ons navigate 
accredita�on processes and curriculum development. 

• Advocate for inclusive and contextually relevant social work educa�on policies at 
na�onal and interna�onal levels. 
 

Pillar 2: Expanding PQ Educa�on and CPD Opportuni�es 
Building on successful CPD pilot ini�a�ves, the Commission will establish structured, 
thema�cally diverse, and credit-bearing post-qualifying (PQ) educa�on programmes for 
social workers. These efforts will: 

• Offer structured PQ programmes that range from CPD workshops to formal higher 
educa�on qualifica�ons, ensuring accessibility and alignment with global policies. 

• Develop thema�c PQ pathways that respond to evolving social work challenges, such 
as digitalisa�on, climate jus�ce, and decolonisa�on. 

• Strengthen partnerships with universi�es and professional bodies to integrate 
flexible, accredited learning op�ons into social workers’ career progression. 

• Ensure that PQ educa�on is globally accessible, affordable, and responsive to diverse 
regional needs. 

 
Pillar 3: Establishing a Global Research and Scholarship Centre 



 
To expand global knowledge and scholarship, the Commission will create a structure (centre) 
dedicated to advancing research-informed social work prac�ce. This ini�a�ve will: 

• Develop structured research projects that generate evidence to inform social work 
educa�on and prac�ce. 

• Build funding-seeking capabili�es to secure grants and resources for global research 
and pedagogical innova�on. 

• Support regional en��es in atrac�ng research funding and pedagogical investment 
to strengthen local educa�on and training infrastructures. 

• Foster collabora�ons between academic ins�tu�ons, prac��oners, and policymakers 
to ensure research translates into impac�ul, real-world applica�ons. 
 

The centenary of the Paris Conference provides an opportunity to reaffirm and strengthen 
social work educa�on globally. Through these three strategic pillars, the IFSW Global 
Educa�on Commission will shape the future of social work educa�on by ensuring strong 
standards, expanding lifelong learning opportuni�es, and embedding research-informed 
prac�ce at the heart of the profession. This vision will guide the Commission’s work towards 
2028 and beyond, ensuring social work educa�on remains robust, responsive, and globally 
connected. 
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