PUSWP- Bethlehem Branch celebrated the World Day of social workers in partnership
with Bethlehem’s institute of social work and several Universities
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PUSWP celebrated the World Day of social worker in partnership with several professional work
organizations (Qader organization for community development, Wings of hope for trauma,
Bethlehem University, al-Ahliya University, the Counseling and training center for family and
children, the community center for development and training, and al-Quds University- Department
of applied sociology. They held a small meeting under the title of “Promoting the concept of social
work in Palestine”, which aims to establish the concept of professional work and the role of union
among the students and graduates of the social sciences. It also aims to strengthen and build their
knowledge and understanding of the political and social context in the regarding the Palestinian
case, taking into consideration that the practice of social Service in Palestine since the early
seventies of the last century and its development process until this day .



At the beginning of the meeting, the mayor of Bethlehem Ms. Vera Baboun welcomed the
attendants and praised the role of the organizations that work in this filed. Dr. Michael Sansour the
higher executive vice president of Bethlehem University praised the role of all organizations in
general and the PUSWP in particular. He stressed on the importance of working and coordination
with such organizations.

Mr. Raed Amira spoke about the importance of the meeting and spoke about the challenges that
the organizations that work in this field face. He stressed that the union should work and
cooperate with the other organizations in order to provide better services; announcing that that
they have signed a memo of understanding with the Egyptian side and number of Arab unions.
The memos of understanding stipulated that there will be a founding committee in order to
establish an Arab union for social workers; focusing that Palestine is part of this committee. Mr.
Riyad Arar who is the coordinator of professional work with the UK union (Defense for children
international) spoke about the general situation from a humanitarian perspective; stressing on the
importance to take the human rights, international norms, and agreements into account .

Ms. Fardos al-Ayasa from Bethlehem University spoke about the the filed training in cooperation
with the organizations. She noted that the organizations and the academic organizations should
cooperate with each other in order to get the best results. Dr. Mohammad Akka from al-Ahliya
University spoke about the harmony between the outputs of the Palestinian university and the
requirements of the labor market. He has done this research and discussed it with the attendants .

At the end of the meeting, Ms. Lina al-Bandak the director of Qader Organization spoke about the
role of the organization in developing the technical skills of the social workers. At the other hand,
Ms. Orsela Mkarker the director of Wings of Hope organization spoke about the Contribution of
Wings of Hope in honing the skills of social workers through programs, training courses and
educational programs. She spoke about the number of social workers and specialists who have
participated in exercises regarding dealing with trauma and she pointed to the importance of
experiences that school social workers got, especially from these exercises, courses, and that
helped them to cope better with the student in a very safe way .

At the end of the meeting, the attendants confirmed that this celebration is the beginning of several
activities which are planned to take place this year in light of the the logo of the International
Federation of Social Workers and psychologists, which launched this year. All attendants stressed
on the importance of working on the meeting’s outputs in order to promote and strengthen the
concept of social worker services and promote the role of social workers in the Palestinian society .

The recommendations are the following:

1. The need of integrating all organizations and to cooperate with them in implementing
various programs.

2. Holding workshops on how to communicate with the social institutions and promote the
concept of social service in the Palestinian society.

3. Holding a meeting between all the institutions and the graduates to discuss ways to recruit
them and the criteria they adopt during recruitment .

4. A recommendation to all the participating institutions, especially universities, to promote the
work of the PUSWP, through the intensifying the efforts and expertise to strengthen the
work in this field .



5. Inviting all the practitioners of the social service in order to raise the awareness of the
political, cultural and social context of the social services .

6. Developing the curriculum to take into account the type and form of changes in the
Palestinian case and its privacy.

7. Exchanging studies and researches that diagnose the situation in the Palestinian society
and what work for it.
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