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............FREFAe.E...........
.:, : The: ,ilnternatioaaf,' Confer"oees of :"S:ocia1'Work are answering a

longfeif ,Aeed,,l,Ar fa. bick, as'i847,'the lnteinational Penitentiary,Congress,

of 
-L*Srir 

, proclaimed lhe-.,necessity, of "establishing contact 'between

the oersons engaSed, in: the differeni' countries, in improving:,:11.re lot 'o{
the working .l"nrJ.r and the indigent poor". A similar resolution was

, asied E-]t:::i.the:,.rtratsrnational,.,.'Stiti."s*cri Ct*gtu*:"at Brussels- f 1853r,

in"igis,,the l'socidte i'Eooon*i" charitable de Pa!is",.1!, eha'irrnaq''of'

':*i.l,rich *;;.'t1s,:,V.,icomte de tr1{e1unr.;organized, aai.fnternatiatfial Charity,

,,.fOnleteaee:in,Coaaexioa wit},',ii.a tjniversat,,:Exhi:6ition, 'the 'outcome of
,u,hich were rhe ::Interaarional,,.eharjt* cocg:iesseid Brussels {1856)-,and
,, fijnmut*n-miin (1 85?). . &e litter &eititq;''it was, relglvyd to set

uo an Inrernational chariry Association. It was not until i889, h-gygyer,

,tir, rt . Inrernarional Sociery for the Study of Public and Private $Telfare

.p-rob,lems was fouadedr in Piris by the First lnrernational:,,Congress on

,,,,*irtrtory,nod,Yoiuntary.Assistance (Paris,, 1889), fo11ow9d.bir,t ,Qongres-
,"",.o{ C*er, 1,taOqr'paiii'(r9OO), Sltrla,'(1'905),:'Copenhagen '(1910J
: ' F".tt "r*oru, 

the Nationit,, COnfereaeiS of ',:Socra1,,,:,xqlort' whicL

.,,ii e 18? ,,1:ra-d,',rrlet each year in the United,states, invited foreign

sfeakers to the m"etings at Atlantic Ciry in 1919 and at WashinSon in
,'igZj,. These:Confe-desr' 'vr1-,;"1r''1;",bti6g'',"1sge;ther several thousaads of

:,'delegates f*Om,dtlff t,lpirts,,o{,the,,:,tleited,,'States:,and' Canada', d at,e

iriefia.J ,fy social wortirs;,,; a;+eisity p@isois,"'educationists, civil
,ieiVa"tr, hygienistsr: doctorir,11ufses, l.uiges anci statisticiansr...have a

*".I ;iaai,"rcop"'thaa' the,'Conps"t *....Stat@y ,and 
",'V:6 

ntary

,,,Aiiirtnrr"",. since' they deal alsor rvith educatiOn,,provident in;tilutfon-s,
hygiene, child , we lfaie;: the..fa-miiy,' 1abour, l conditions aad,,,criminology.

' t",",.',. 
The'iicreasingly close relations'which'have been established: between

theie different {ielii:aad':th.e brillia*t csntribution, made'by:the, N.atio:ra}

Conferenees of Social Work,to',1 'piogeess of pab and private etrfare

,,,in Norch,: America, led inevitably to the.:,i@,cf:holdiag.lnternationai
confeiiaces of :sociai vrsik- ' 

-' l'," 
,

- Ttir proieit, coaceived,,by Dr-Rend Sand, Tg9hniea1.Colpnselloq,

of the,. T,;e&"; laf- nea.:C- : Societies, ,'w"* favourabiy. receivp$ by', the
Nationall,iCinference,. by the .{merican Associxion"of:'Socid W qi
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